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MONDAY, November 28tb, 1859. 

The House of Representatives of the General Assembly of Florida 
met at 12 o'clock this dny, in pursuance of the adjournment of the 
two Houses on the 15th of January last. 

The roll was called— a quorum not present. 

Mr. Barrett presented the credentials of Stephen R. White, mem- 
ber elect from tlie counties of Madison, La Fayette and Taylor, to 
supply the vacancy created by the resignation of W, H. Pope. 

Whereupon the oath of office was administered to Mr. \Vhito by 
F. C. Barnett, Esq.. Notary Public. 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 11 
o'clock. 



TUESDAY. November 29th, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On cMlmg the roll the following gentlemen answered to their 
panies, to-wit : 

Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Biinson, Campbell^ 
Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Hughey, Hunt^ 
Kenan, Manning, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Robinson^ 
Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Whitfield and Williams of Leon. 

So there was a quorum present. 

The Rev. Mr. Blake officiated as chaplain. 

A committee from the Senate appeared at the bar of the House 
and announced that the Senate had re-assembled and were prepared 
for the transaction of business. 

On motion of Mr. Davidson, a committee consisting of Messrs^ 
Pavidson, Church and Erwin, were appointed to wait on the Senate 
;ind inform them that the House has met in pursuance of adjourn* 
pifut and is prepared for the dispatch of business. 

The committee having performed that duty were discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Williams of Leon, a committee consisting of 
Messrs, Williams of Loon, Barrett and Bird, were appointed to meet 



a similar commiltee from the Senate to wait on his Excellency the 
(xovernor, and inform him that the two Houses of the General As- 
sembly have re-nssembled and are ready to receive any communica- 
tion which he may have to lay before them. 

Mr. Barrett presented the certificates of Samuel R. Sessions, mem- 
ber elect of New River County, and Mr. A. J. Smiley of Columbia 
County, and moved that they be referred to a select committee of 

Tho Speaker announced the following gentlemen as members 
composing said committee, viz : 

Messrs. Barrett, Williams of Leo», Davidson, Frink and Munn. 

The committee to join a committee of the Senate and wait upon 
bis Excellency the Governor, having performed that duty were dis- 
charged. 

On motion of Mr. Williams of Leon, 

It was ordered that fifty copies of the Rules of the House be prin- 
ted for the use of the members. . 

Mr. Williams of Leon moved that the Standing Committees of the 
House be reorganized ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The following gentlemen gave notice of intention to introduce bills 
at some future day ; 

By Mr. Kenan : 

A bill to be entitled an act in addition to an act concerning 
Dower. 

By Mr. Church : 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Andrew J. Re- 
vells of Madison County, to that of .Andrew J. Duncan. 

By Mr. Williams of Leon : 

A bill to be entitled an act to exempt one Slave from Execution. 

By Mr. Bird: 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Minor Walker of Jefferson 
County, to assume the management of his own estate. 

By Mr. Barrett: ^ 

A bill to be entitled an act for the better Government of Free Ne- 
groes in this State. 

The following communication was received from the Governor : 

Executive Chambek, ) 

"November 28th, 1869. ) 

Gentlemen of the Senate and Souse of Hepresentatwes : 

You are assembled at the Capitol by virtue of your reso- 
lution of adjournment in January last, and I meet you now 
with, the same interest as when it was plainly my duty to 
do so, at the comLmencement of the term fixed and pre- 



acribcd by the Constitution, hoping that the continuation of 
your labors may result in much good to the State. 

Circumstances have transpired since the adjournment of 
the Legislature, and measures have suggested tliemselves to 
my mind not embraced in my annual message, to \vhieh I 
invite your attention, in obedience to that clause in the Con- 
stitution wliich makes it the duty of the Executive to give 
to the General Assembly inf(5rmation of the state of the 
Government and recommend to their consideration such 
measures as he may deem expedient. 

OFFICIAL BEPORTS. 

I invite your attention to the official reports of the Comp- 
troller and Treasurer as to the financial condition of the 
State. 

By reference to the report of the Comptroller, it will be 
«een that the receipts from the various sources for the fiscal 
year 1859 are $106,022 35, and that the amount of warrants 
issued during same period is $104,879 12. Tlie finances of 
the State will require at your hands a rigid scrutiny into all 
the appropriations by the Legislature. The increased expen- 
ditures of the government are disproportioned tx> the in- 
crease of population, and the alternative of retrenchment or 
increased taxation is presented. The c.urrent expense for 
criminal prosecutions is largely on the increase, as well as 
that of jurors and witnesses, and should be reduced, if con- 
sistent with a proper enforcement of the laws aud adminis- 
tration of justice. 

STATE LOAN. 

By Tirtue of the authority rested in me by "An act to 
provide for the payment of the debts of the State," and the 
amendment thereto, I negotiated a loan for the State in 
the cities of Charleston and Savannah, through the agency 
of Col. John W. Pearson, of two hundred and forty-one 
thousand three hundred dollars, the greater part of which 
has been disbursed in payment of claims for services ren- 



dered in suppressing Indian hostilities during the j^ears 1853 
eind 1856. The report in detail of the Disbursing Agent 
will be submitted to you in a few days, with a special 
recommendation that provision be made to insure the pay- 
paent of the loan at maturity. 

INTERNAL IMPR0VE>rE:5fTS. 

The process of the several lines of railroad that have 
accepted the provisions of the " Act to provide for and en- 
courage a liberal system of Internal Improvements in this 
State " has been onward. Ko State, perhaps, in the Union 
has accomplished more (under the cii'cumstances) in so short 
a time. Four years ago, the St. Marks road,* twenty miles 
in length and worked by horse power, was the only road in 
the State. We now have about 350 miles of road graded 
and about 230 miles of iron rail laid, upon which the cars 
are running daily, and the iron purchased to complete the 
balance of the roads graded. The Florida Kailroadis 154, 
the Florida Atlantic and Gulf Central 60, the Pensacola 
and Georgia, from Tallahassee to Lake City, 105 and the St. 
Marks 21 miles in length, respectively. The St. Marks road 
has been completed for some time and pays a handsome 
dividend. The iron raik have been laid on about 130 milei^ 
of the Florida, 50 miles of the Florida Atlantic and Galf 
Central and 30 mi],e&of the Pensacola and Georgia Eailroads, 
respectively. The Florida and the Florida Atlantic and Gulf 
Central roads, it is expected, will be completed at an early 
date, and the Pensacola and Georgia road to Lake City by the 
1st of July or August, 1860. The Pensacola and Alabama 
Baiboad, 45 miles in length, is graded to the line dividing 
Florida and Alabanaa, upon which about 20 miles of iroi^ 
rail haa been laid ^-nd tbe iron purQha,sed for the balance of 
the road. That portion of the work which lies in Alabama 
is being vigorously prosecuted and will be coijapleted at an 
early date. 

Tie Pensacola and Alabama Railroad Company have not 
f^jcepted the provisions of the Internal Improyemei^i; l^^ 



Itftd ar(5 ilot required to report to the Trustees {m gross i^^* 
tjeipts from the traffic of the road, and we have no data 
from that source upon which to base an estimate as to its 
earnings. When this road and other important roads no\^ 
under course of construction, which will act as feeders to it, 
shall have been completed, the Company may reasonably 
expect a business which will insure its success. 

A quickening impulse is manifest in every brancli of busi- 
ness in the districts penetrated by the several lines of road* 
Large tracts of fertile land, hitherto overlooked for want ot 
proper facilities of transportation, &e., are now attracting 
the attention of citizens frorn older and less favored States. 
Saw-mills and turpentine plantations are dotting the lines 
of road in sections heretofore inaccessible and furnish em- 
ployment to a lai'ge number of industrious citizens, ahd givd 
-^alue to that class of lands which have been regarded imtil 
6f late as valueless. Thriving villages have sprung up a^ 
by magic and will increase in importance in proportion to 
the settlement of the adjacent country of which they are 
the commercial centres. These evidences of prosperity but 
imperfectly foi*eshadow, however, the great importance of 
the system and the benefits which must result from its com^ 
pletion. The want of proper nieans of travel dnd transpor- 
tation has heretofore proved a serious draw-back in the set- 
tlement of the State, but the lines of road have been in 
general so judiciously located as to almost entirely remove 
these objections. "When the Internal Improvenient systenl 
shall have been completed, and the fact become generally 
known that Florida possesses a genial, healthful climate, 
with large bodies of fertile land well adapted to the growth 
of <3om, long staple and upland cotton, sugar, rice, Spanish 
tobacco and tropical finiits, together with an almost inex^ 
haustible supply of valuable timbered lands, and to be had 
at cheaper rates than can lands of equal fertility in any of 
the cotton growing States, a state of prosperity will be real* 
ized beyond the expectation of its most sanguine friends. 

In my first message to the Greneral Assembly, I de«m©4 



ft my plain unmistakable duty to report to them wliat I 
deemed an infiingement and yiolation of the Internal Im- 
provement law, in many respects, Ly one of the companies- 
accepting its provisions. The General Assembly adjourned 
without any definite action, leaving me to act in accordance 
with my own views of duty. The course that would be pur- 
sued by me in such event was clearly foreshadowed in my 
annual message, and I accordingly withheld my signature 
from the bonds of the delinquent Company, when applied 
for by it, and guaranteed by a majorfty vote of the Board of 
Tnistees, my reasons for doing which were at the time 
assigned in the following address to the Trustees, and which 
I deem it my duty to place before you: 

Gentlemen of the Board of Internal Improvement: 

Having determined that it is my duty to withhold my 
signature from the bonds of the Florida Eailroad, which a 
majority of the Board has decided should be signed by the 
Trustees, I deem it respectful to you to state my reasons for 
my refusal to coincide in your action^ and resort to a writ- 
ten statement of my reasons, to avoid any misconception 
of my official conduct, such as has been entertained by 
some not members of the Board, upon a misunderstanding 
of the facts eoaneeted with the official transactions of thi& 
body. 

It may, by some of your body, and by many of the citi- 
zens of the State, be thought that I should give to the bond» 
my signature, seeing that high legal authorities have de- 
termined that a majority of your body has the power to 
decide when the bonds of the Eailroad Companies should 
be signed, as provided by law, and that theTrustees, having^ 
determined that the Florida Railroad Company is entitled 
to the guaranty of the Trustees on the bonas by that Com- 
pany lately presented for such guaranty, that I, like any 
other member of the Board, am bound to acquiesce in sucb 
determination, although I may remain of the opinion that 
the public interest will suffer by my compliance, and that 
such Kailroad Company is not legally or equitably entitled 
to receive the guaranty. Could I assent to such a view of 
the duties imposed on me by the Constitution and'laws, it 
would relieve me of an utipleasant duty, and serve, no 
doubt, to harmonize conflicting interests itnd opinions that 
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at present are greatly disturbed, and obtain for myself a 
peace and quiet I may greatly desire, and would much 
enjoy, did I think it properly acquired. But, deeming my 
duty to be other than than what those for whose opinions I 
have great respect have considered it to be, I cannot ac- 
quiesce in the views taken of it, or adopt the course indi- 
cated or expected, however I may be made the sufferer by 
my refusal, or what may be the injury to persons who it- is 
said will be affected by such refusal. I may and shall re- 
gret that any one should lose by my oflScial acts, but such 
consequences cannot be permitted to sway my judgment 
in matters confided to my decision, any more than should 
the hardship of a legal decision turn a Judge from pro- 
nouncinga judgment which he believes it his duty to render. 

In my annual message to the General Assembly I took 
occasion to call their attention to what I believed were im- 
proper and illegal acts on the part of the Florida Bailroad 
Company, which, in my opinion, required legislative ac- 
tion to redress. This I did, acting under that clause of the 
constitution which requires the Executive **from time to 
time to give to the General Assembly information of the 
state of the Government, and recommend to their conside- 
ration such measures as he may deem expedient." The 
General Assembly appointed a joint committee of both 
Houses to investigate tne matter so brought by me to their 
attention. The committee took evidence, and made sun- 
dry reports, neither of which was signed by a majority. 
As a part, however, of that report signed by the largest 
number, a resolution was presented, which was intended 
to express the judgment of those signing the report, which 
was as follows : 

" HesoVoed hy the Senate cmd Souse of JSepresentatives 
the State of Florida^ in Oeneral Asserrwly convened^ 
'hat the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund be, 
and they are hereby requested, to guaranty the interest 
upon the Bonds of the several Bail Bpad Companies of 
this State, who have accepted the act approved January 
4th, 1855, the Florida Railroad Company included," &c. 

In the Senate, the vote on concurring in this resolution 
stood as follows : Teas 9, Nays 6. In the House, on the 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, the vote was : 
Teas 24, Nays 13. So the resolution was laid upon the 
table. This action can only be considered as a refusal on 
2 
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the part of the Legislature to agree to the affirmative action 
of tliose who signed the raajority report, and so considered, 
the Leuislature refused to order the Trustees to continue to 
endorse the JJondb of the Florida Railroad. There is no 
direction from the General Apsembly addressed to us on 
the subject. Had the joint resolution passed both Houses. 
I would have given my assent, out of a disposition to con- 
form to the action of the Legislature in matters of public 
policy. 

It has been urged upon me by the Press and by indivi^-, j 
uals, that inasmuch as I had performed my dutj'' by bring*' 
ing the subject to the notice of the General Assembly, and 
that their action having been equivalent to a refusal to 
legislate, so as to remedy what I had declared in my opin- 
ion were abuses of the law and injuries to the public inter- 
ests, I had performed my whole duty, and might properly 
acquiesce in what my judgment deemed an abuse of the 
law, sheltering myself from further censure, by alledging a 
failure on the part of the Legislature to co-operate with me 
in measures of redress. It has also been in like manner 
urged that the judgment of a majority of the joint commit- 
tee was that the abuses by me alleged to have been com- 
mitted by the Florida Eailroad had no existence in fact or 
in law, and that such judgment was conclusive, and should 
be satisfactory to me. 

To all of these reasonings I am unable to yield my as- 
sent. I am still satisfied that the facts communicated to 
-the General Assembly did exist, and that the view which 
I took of the law was correct. Nor do I admit that the 
failure on the part of the General Assembly to aid me in 
redressing what I believe injurious to the public interest 
absolves me from my sworn obligations to obey that part 
of the constitution wherein I am charged to " take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed." 

I do not impeach the judgment of the General Assembly. 
They are independent of my control, except in so far as I 
Uiriy negative their action. I do not pretend to investigate 
the reasons which led the Legislature to omit any action, 
2jro or con^ on my recommendation. I had no power to 
be present and take part in their examination of the evi- 
dence touching the matter inquired into by the committee, 
and consequently I could neither examine to see whether 
pAI the evidence was obtained which was pertinent to the 
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investigation, nor whether matters were allowed having no 
relevancy to the question to be solved. 

The constitution provides that, ** the power of the Gov- 
ernment of the State of Florida shall be divided into three 
distinct departments, and each of these confided to a sepa- 
rate body of magistracy, to wit : Those which are I/egis- 
lative to one, those which are Executive to another, and 
those which are Judicial to another." " No person or 
collection of persons, being one of those departments, shall 
exercise any power properly belonging to either of the 
others, except in instances expressly provided in this con- 
stitution." — Art. 2, Constitution. 

In obedience to this plain mandate it is that I determine 
to act as my own judgment and convictions lead me to 
believe it to be my duty, and not to exercise my otSce in 
conformity to the opinions of the Legislative branch of the 
Government, when my mind does not agree therewith ; to 
do which, would destroy what the Constitution ereiited, 
and requires to be preserved — the independence of the 
Executive and Legislative powers. 

When I was chosen to nil the Executive ofiice, it \vi\s 
expected that the State should have my judgment as the 
rule of my oflScial actions, and however feeble it may be, 
the voice of the people has decided that it shall determine 
whatever requires the executive approval. 

Being thus by the Constitution made independent of tho 
influences of legislative opinion, the same reason operat- 
ing with greater force, I am not bound to abate my official 
duties, because of a decision made by the subordinate offi- 
cers of the Executive Department of the Government, 
when acting under law regulating Internal Improvements, 
and sitting as ex-officio Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment fund. I may and do respect your persons and your 
opinions,but there is no law which will permit me to disobey 
that part of the Constitution which requires me to " take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed," because you 
may decide, (however your powers of mind may be supe- 
rior to mine,) that there has been no violation of law, when 
I am of the opinion there have been many serious infrac- 
tions of the law, greatly to the detriment of the public. 
The action of the people who placed me here, may have 
set up a weak judgment to control a more weiglity and 
more powerful ; yet under the Constitution, I am bound to 
exercise my own judgment, and not that of others. 



12 

iDaamuch as by the Constitution I am bound to see 
" that the laws be faithfully executed," I am forbid to do 
any act which would tend to aid in what ray judgment con- 
vinces me would be a violation of the law and of public 
rights. The law which requires me to act as a member of 
the Board of Internal Improvement does not, by any fair 
construction, alter my duty in this respect. Had the power 
been expressly given by law to a majority of the board of 
Trustees to determine when the law had or bad not been 
faithfully Executed, instead of such power bein^ made to 
rest on inference, such law would have been a nullity ; be- 
cause it would have been a violation of the Constitution, in- 
asmuch as it would seek to take away from the Governor 
the right to determine in the first instance whether the law 
has or has not been violated. In doing this the Executive 
must construe the law ; he may ask the advice of the At- 
torney General, but is not bound by his opinion, and may 
require that officer to act contrary to his own judgment. — 
And such construction of law made by the Governor is sub- 
ject to no control but that of the judiciary, to whom is con- 
fided the power of finally settling what the law is. To this 
power I am subject in respect to what the law is, it being 
the province of the judiciary to construe the law. But it 
is my province to cause such action to be taken as will pro- 
cure the Judicial decision of law, when in my opinion the 
laws have been, or are about to be violated, and there is no 
special provision made for their faithful execution. In such 
event, I as Governor must refuse to participate in an act 
required of me, by any authority in the State, which I be- 
lieve would tend to public injury and violate the spirit and 
reason of the law, and by means of such refusal, or by di- 
rect action (if need be,) obtain the Judicial aid to prevent 
the evil, Hf evil there is,) or under the sanction of a judg- 
ment of the courts surrender my opinions and conform my 
action to such, which alone would warrant me in so do- 

You will perceive then, gentlemen, that holding the views 
I have expressed, I do not feel that when I am here doing 
a duty, which by law is added to my other duties as Gov- 
ernor of the State, I am deprived of any of the constitution- 
al attributes of my office, or exempt from any of its respon- 
sibilities. 

The duty I here perform, I do as a part of my office as 
Governor of the State, and all my actions under the law 
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are done as Governor, and subject above all to be regnla* 
ted by the Constitution, and my oath of office ; and that I 
cannot waive what I believe my duty requires me to de- 
mand, although a majority of the Board mav be of an opin- 
ion on the law and facts contrary to what I have arrived at 
after mature deliberation. I may be in error, and when it 
is considered that many able minds differ from mine, it 
would seem to others probable that I do err. Yet I am 
firmly convinced of the correctness of mv judgment, and 
whilst I rh^esit that I act on my own juogment, I am not 
unmindful that a large number of the Senators and Eepre- 
sentatives coincided with me in opinion and that a respec- 
table share of the intelligence and legal talent of the State, 
deem my opinions aG to the Florida Eail Eoad sustained by 
the law and the facts, but these coincidences of opUiion 
can but give me confidence in my judgment. They do not 
form the basis of it. * 

Having stated the reasons why I shall continue to with- 
hold my signature from the Bonds of the Florida. Railroad, 
Jon have decided by a majority vote to sign and pledge the 
nternal Improvement Fund to pay the interest upon, I 
deem it further to be my duty to lay before you such other 
and further facts as influence my judgment and which I 
believe to be entitled to weight and consideration on your 
parts, all of which I request you in your official capacities, 
to investigate, deeming that the public interest demands^ 
such investigation, and that if the facts be as I' shall state 
them on the evidence before me, it is incumbent on you as 
members of the Board and on me as Governor of the State, 
not only to decline giving further aid to the Florida Railroad 
Company, but to take efficient measures to guard the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund against the injury which the facts 
I shall adduce would seem to indicate as having been al- 
ready inflicted. 

Before proceeding to state the matters alluded to, I will 
premise by saying that I am not insensible to the appeals 
which have been made through the public Press, and in the 
Legislative Halls, against any action* on the part of the 
officers of the State, or of individuals, which may discredit 
any of our public works. I argue that our State needs 
Railroads, and that all who seek to provide them, should 
be encouraged and not hindered by vexatious proceedings 
on the part of the State or its officers, 

I have ever been an active advocate and an ardent friend 
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of judicially planned and honestly managed public works, 
regarding them indispensable to the development of the re- 
sources of our Stale, and highly promotive of the success 
and prosperity of her citizens. But whilst the constitution 
provides for the encouragement of a liberal system of Inter* 
nal Improvements, and the public wants demand that this 

f revision of the constitution should be faithfully executed, 
deem that in our anxiety to fulfil the duty we owe to the 
State so imposed by the constitution and laws, we should 
not perform it at the sacrifice of other equally important 
and essential obligations. We need Railroads, and in my 
judgment, with the material aid so liberally bestowed by 
the State and Federal Governments, we have the ability to 
construct all that our wants demand, and that, too, without 
inflicting injury upon the Internal Improvement Fund or 
wounding the credit of the State, which has scarcely recov- 
ered from the improvident acts of the Territorial Govern- 
ment. 

Railroads are useful, but State credit is a pearl above all 
price. It is easily tarnished and to be kept without blem- 
ish, should be carefully guarded. When, therefore, a mag- 
istrate, charged to protect the public interest, or any Leg- 
islature, or officer of the State or private citizen calls pub- 
lic notice to acts of any Railroad Company which are cal* 
cula^ed to damage the State, or seriously to affect the fund 
provided to aid in the construction of our public works, in- 
quiry should not be diverted or investigation smothered by 
the fear of doing harm to other Railroad enterprises. It is 
only the guilty that need fear inquiry, and it is the interest 
of all laudable and honest enterprises that improper prac- 
tice should be suppressed. Whilst our laws have encouraged 
the formation of companies to build the lines of road in the 
law provided for, by liberal donation of lands and pecunia- 
ry aid, it certainly never was designed for persorfs to assume 
the execution of these works on fictitious capital and with- 
out actual means of their own. The aid of the State given 
in land and by guarantee of money to pay interest, pre-sup- 
posed that the capital stock of the several Railroad Compa- 
nies would be subscribed and paid in, and that such actual 
capital would build the road-bed and superstructure at least. 
When it was provided that the money paid out of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund for interest on the Bonds should be 
replaced by stock in the Roads, it was expected that those 
who had subscribed for stock in the Roads would pay for it, 
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and that being done, the stock would be of some value. In 
the cases of the Tallahassee, Pensacola & Georgia, and At- 
lantic & Gulf Central Railroads, this expectation has been 
realized, and any stock which the Trustees may obtain in 
these Roads will place the Fund on an equaj footing with 
other stockholders, for the stock subscribed an'd taken by 
these Companies has been paid in and appropriated to the 
grading and superstructure of their Roads. Having thus 
premises these remarks, I now call your attention to the 
Bonds issued before the Company had any titles to the lands 
granted, iind to which they might never have title — they 
only become entitled to the land when the Road is built. 

Here then we see, that although we get stock in the 
Road for the money we pay for interest, we not only have 
an amount issued to us inadequate to the sum paid, but it 
is likely to prove valueless from the fact that instead of the 
Road starting in debt only for the iron and equipments, 
and with the sales of the land to look to as a fund, togeth- 
er with the earnings of the Road, to meet the iron bonds, 
it starts with a large debt on which it must pay interest 
out of the earnings, and that the sales of the lands will be 
absorbed in paying the land bonds. This scheme is not a 
novel contrivance. It was invented in Wall Street and in 
the parlors of Western Railroads, and was well planned, 
whereby certain shrewd individuals, under the specious 
guise of great public spirit, undertook to make public im- 

f)rovements, and with but little capital or credit, took mil- 
ions of stock in Railroads, got control of large land grants, 
subsidised the public press and swayed public men from 
their duty that they might build up enormous fortunes out 
of the public property. 

When Congress and the State passed laws to aid the con- 
struction of Railroads in this State, it was not intended 
that men should seize hol(>of the stock in the Roads to en- 
rich themselves at the public expense. The State not be- 
ing able to build Roads alone, invited her citizens to sub- 
scribe the stock and build the Roads, offering the lands and 
the guaranty of interest as a bonus to induce them to invest 
their capital — not to make feigned subscriptions which they 
have neither the will nor the ability to pay in, with a view 
to taxing the public fund with the entire cost of their Roads. 
It was solid capital alone wanted, and a liberal bonus was 
offered for it. It was not held out as a premium to invite 
men to take our bonds and credit* to coin money for them- 
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selves, but to inspire our citizens with a spirit of enterprise 
and enable them to make such improvements as the wants 
of the country demanded. It becomes our duty, if we have 
the powers, to keep the credit of the State from being injur- 
ed by the perpetration of such schemes, which cannot fail ■: 
to result in loss to all, of course chiefly to others than the 
projectors. I am of the opinion, gentlemen, that we should 
demand of the Florida Eailroad Company to put the stock 
held by the Trustees upon an equal footing with that own- 
ed by themselves, for I cannot think that it was intended 
by the Legislature, in providing that we should receive 
certificates of stock for interest paid, that the stock thus 
acquired should be placed below that held bv individual 
members of the Company who have paid in not more tbiin 
12^ per cent upon the stock subscribed. 

This Board has no means of information with respect to 
the condition and management of the Florida Eailroad Com- 
pany other than what is to be found in the documents prin- 
ted by the last General Assembly. How much stock has 
been paid in cash, by whom paid, what are its debts and 
what are its resources, we have no information other than 
that above referred to, and yet we represent as Trustees a sum 
of seventy-five thousand, seven hundred and seventy-five 
dollars ($75,775) acquired by the payment of that sum of 
interest on the guaranteed bonds of the Company. The 
only definite information we have is that found in the jour- 
nals of the General Assembly from which I extract the fol- 
lowing oflicial statement of the Hon. Geo. W. Call, Secre- 
tary and Treasurer of the Company, viz : 

The estimated cost of the Florida Railroad is....$3,600,000 
This sum included all expenditures and provides 
a fully equipped Eoad, with Depots, Station 
Houses, Wharves and everything necessary to 

a full business 

To pay this the Company have of Internal Im- 
provement Bonds 1,666,000 

Of Land Bonds, well secured, and which are 

paid to contractors at par 1,500,000 

Leaving to be paid on the stock 345,000 

The Stock is fixed for the present at 3,000,000 

Should the whole be taken, an assessment of 12 

per cent, would produce \ ,,,. 360,000 

Or more than the amount required ; but the whole 
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Stock as yet taken is only ^ little over (♦ 1,000,* 
000,) one million ilollars, the present assess- 
ment on which (12 per cent.) would . produce... 130,000 
And should no more be taken, a further assess- 
ment of 12i per cent. Will be required to pro- 
duce » b » ^ » • * • » • • 4 • 4 » • • » 225,000 

To make up the deficiency of 4* $45^000 

Making the total payment on the stock, in any 
event, only 34^ per cent., or $34 50 on every 
H 1 00 subs<:ribe.d » • • * **•••• 4 . * • * . 

From this official statement of the Company, it is appa^ 
rent that the highest sum they expect to pay upon their 
shares of B*ock is $34, whereas for every share of stock cer* 
tified them to the Trustees we pay $100 ; hetice it results 
that in declaring dividends from the income of the Roadi 
an individual stockholder Will receive as much for $84 asl 
the fund will for $100 invested. 

This I think to be violative of the spirit of the law, and 
certainly it is unjust and inequitable. It Seems to me that 
it is our duty as Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund, holding a large amount of stocky to demand an in^* 
sight into the proceedings of this Company* Other Rail- 
roads make no secret of their affairs and have published 
the usual statement of their business, showing their cash 
receipts and payments. 

In conclusion, I have to say that this statement of my 
position touching the Florida Railroad Company is tnade 
from no unfriendly feeling towards the enterprize, nor from 
any disposition to respond to the numerous unkind and un- 
manly assaults made upon me through the newspapers. It 
simply presents a candid statement of my convictions which 
form the basis of my action in the premises* I may be in 
error, yet I do not think so ; but in this fis in all other mat» 
ters of a similar character^ I will stand ready to abide a 
judicial investigation of my official conduct, and if pro- 
nounced by competent judicial authority to be wrong, will 
readily yield my judgment to that authority. 
Very Respectfully, 

M* S* PERRY* 

tANDS GRAJO-ED BY CONGRESS TO AID m THE CONSTRUCTION 01* 

RAILROADS* 

By the Act of D6c. 27, 183Sj the State of Florida accojpitdl 
3 
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iTie lands granted by Congress of May ITtli, 1856, npon'tlie 
terms, conditions and restrictions imposed in the Congres- 
sfonal Act, but as yet the General Assembly has made no 
disposition of said lands except those granted to aid in con- 
structing a Railroad from Pensacola to the State line of 
Alabama, in the direction of Montgomery. 

The great value of these lands to the Railroad Companies 
lenders it highly important that such action should be taken 
as may be necessary to fully secure said grant to the Com- 
panies beneficially interested therein. Such action "would 
be simple and said object could be easily accomplished, were 
each of the lines of road named in the Act of Congi-ess to be 
constructed by a single company, but inasmuch sls sereral 
on each line claim the right to construct portions thereof 
a conflict of interest, arises which places some obstacles in* 
the way of an equitable adjustment. A diflTerence of opin- 
ion exists a& to the necessity or propriety of any further 
legislation than that in the 21st Section of the Internal Im- 
provement law, as will appear by reference to the proceed- 
ings of the Senate at the last session of the General Assembly, 
pages 365, o97. 

I think it is clear, as expressed by the Attorney General, 
to whom this question was refeiTcd, that " if it is considered 
that the lands along the route are by the Internal Improve- 
ment law and the Act of Congress granted in common to 
the several Railroad Companies constructing a particular 
line of road, then further legislation is necessary to distribute 
tbem between the companies." And I think it equally clear 
that the lands along the route were granted in common to 
the several Railroad Companies constructing a particul^- 
line of road. By the Act of Congress these lands were* 
granted for the pm-pose of aiding in the construction of Rail- 
roads between certain points, the terminii of each road being- 
specified and fixed, with a provision that " the lands granted 
«wi account of said roads and branch shall be exclusively 
applied in the construction of that road or branch for and 
^u accoimt of which such lanxls are granted." 
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It Beems to have boon considcitjd that, without such pro- 
vision, the act might have been construed as gi'aiiting the 
lands in common to all the roads and branch named, and in 
declaring the intention to be otherwise, Congress has provided 
that the landis on each side of the road from Jacksonville to 
I'scambia Bay shall be exclusively applied to the coustru(i- 
tion of the road from Jacksonville to Escambia Bay, and £iO 
on with, the oth<ir roads and branch. 

There is no mention of a road from Jacksonville or the 
waters of Escambia Bay, or from Amelia Island or Tampa 
or Cedar Keys, to any intermediate point. That each of said 
poads was by the Act of Congress considered as one road, 
for the whole distance between the terminii specified, and 
that the grant to each was a grant in entirety, is as clearly 
expressed as it would have been had the question been raised 
at the time and the act Jiad been fi*amed spcndally in refer- 
ence thereto. As further evidence that the intention of (Con- 
gress was as above stated, I refer to the 3d and 5th sections 
of the Congressional Act. By these it will be seen that the 
grant is not a naked gift, a simple donation. On the con- 
trary, certain conditions must be complied with, some cor^- 
sideration is to be given for the benefits received. 

These sections provide that "the said Railroads and branch 
shall be and remain public highways for the use of the gov- 
ernment of the United States, free from toll or other charge 
upon the transportation of any property or troops of the 
United States," and also that tte United States mails shall 
be transported over such roads and branch at such price as 
Congress may fix by law or the Postmaster General may 
determine. It surely was intended to provide for the trans- 
portation of troops, mails, &c., across the entire route in 
consideration of the lands granted, the entire road bearing 
the bui*den imposed and receiving the benefits conferred. 
And while, in my judgment, the true meaning of the Act of 
Congress is as above stated, the construction I have placid 
upon it seems to me to be the one best calculated to rendei* 
equal justice between the parties interesteil. Tlie jmncipli^ 
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©cmtended for by some that each company is entitled to all 
the lands lying on each side of the road constructed [by them, 
whether taken in place within the six miles limit, or as in* 
demnity within fifteen miles, would work manifest injustice 
in some cases and shoidd not be insisted upon unless it is 
really the true construction of the Act. By such a rule one 
company might be deprived of all benefit imder the grant, 
or the value of the lands received might be so small as to bo 
no inducement for accepting the same under the condition* 
imposed. In such event there is nothing in the Internal 
Improvement law which forces upon any Kailroad Company 
the acceptance of the grant by Congress and compels them 
to transport the property or troops of the United States 
*^ free from toll or other charge," and should a company thus 
situated decline to accept the lands on the conditions imposed, 
it would result in a failure on the part of the State to fulfil 
the contract she made with the General Government when 
she accepted the grant ^^ upon the terms, conditions and re- 
strictions in said Act of Congress." The State cannot right- 
fully and lawfully receive the benefit of the grant for a por- 
tion of the route where the lands are valuable, and reject it 
where they are not valuabla And even if the roads by their 
acceptance of the provisions of the Internal Improvement 
law could be compelled to fulfil the contract of the State 
with the General Government, that would be a strong argu- 
n>ent against any construction which would deprive a com- 
pany of their proportion of the lands, for it would clearly 
be imjust to force upon them their proportionate share of the 
burthen without extending them a pro rata share of the 
benefits and advantages. Unless the grant is taken as an 
entirety, and so considered in the disposal thereof, the eflect 
will be to give to some of the companies but a small amount 
of lands, while the other companies will receive their full 
quota and have an excess of about one hundred thousand 
(100,000) acres to revert to the United States, thus depriving 
the State and the Internal Improvement interests of that 
jnuoh land. 
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By the first section of the Act of (A>iigress, after grantinj^ 
lands in alternate Becrtions for six sections in width on each 
Fide of certain roads, it is provided that where the United 
States liave sold or otlierwise dis})osed of any of said lands, 
it sliall be lawfnl for any agent or agents to be ai)pointecl 
by the Governor of tliis State to select other lands in alteniate 
sections within fifteen miles, to supply such deficiency. 
Under this provision I did, on tlie 7th day of September last, 
appoint Henry Wells the agent for the purpose of making 
said selections. 

PKATXING OF THE SWAMP AND O^T^rRFLOWEl) LANDS OF THE OCLA- 
WAIIA RIVEK. 

Tlie improvement of the navigation of this important ri^ 
ver, together with the draining of the overflowed banks 
thereof, has, by action of the Board of Internal Improve- 
ment and by resolution of the General Assembly, been one 
of the subjects of the liberal system of internal improve- 
ments in our State. In September, ISovS, the Board passed 
the following resolution : 

" Remlved^ That the Board of Trustees will ffrant proper 
portions of Swamp Lands alternately, not exceeding one sec- 
tion alternately one mile deep, on both sides of the Oclawaha 
river, from its mouth to Lake Apopka, to any pei*son or per- 
sons who will undertake to remove the loo^s, sand-bai's and 
rafts, and make the necessaiy cuts and ditches to deepen the 
channel of said river, with a view^ to reclaim the Swamp 
Lands adjacent thereto, so that the same shall thereby be en- 
hanced in value, and that the Governor berecpiested to com- 
municate this resolution to the chairman of said Convention." 

Tlie above resolution was promptly communicated by mo 
to the chairman of said Convention, but as the remuneration 
for the labor and outlay contemplated by this resolution is 
to be made in lands, no one of sufticient capital has been 
foimd to undertake it. 

At the late session of the Legislature, a I'csolution was^ 
passed instructing the Boai'd of Trustees to consider tho- 
drainage of said Lands rmd recouniiending tho employment 
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of a competent Engineer to make survey, A'c., and make 
plat estimate, ttc., and report to the Trustees. 

^lo Engineer lias been appointed bv tlie Board, and tlie 
work is no nearer being' commenced than it M^as in 1858. I 
M'ould rcs])ectfully suggest that the salary of such an Engi- 
neer and the expenses of the outlit, together Vvith the ex- 
pense of the survey, estimates, A:c., would be perhaps as 
much as one lialf the cost of the drainage, and therefore 
should be avoided if possible. 

As long ago as 1835, while Ave were a Territory, Congress, 
on the report of its value in military operations, voted an 
appropriation of $10,000 for the improvement of the navi- 
gation of this river. The Indian war prevented tke work, 
and when we became a State this grant reverted to the 
Treasury. 

More recently, in 1853, the enterprising citizens of Marion 
and Putnam counties secured the services of John M. Irwin, 
a competent Civil Engineer, who is represented to be a very 
practical man, to make a survey of said river, wath a view 
of improving its navigation and draining the lands on either 
side thereof. Mr. Irwin made a thorough examination, at 
considerable expense, and made the following report, which 
was at that time published in the " Florida Mirror," to-wit : 

THE OCLAWAHA. 

Messrs. Editors : — Dispensing with the customary preface, and 
special pleading in such cases, I deferentially submit to your dispas- 
sionate consideration, and by you. to all who may feel an interest in 
the matter, a succinct synopsis of an exploring expedition, recently 
undertaken by me, in order to ascertain the practicability and prob- 
able expense of making the Oclawaha navigable for steamboats, 
from its mouth to Silver Springs. The length between these two 
places is about one hundred and five miles, comprising six bundled 
sinuosities- The number of snags or logs in the water j is sixteen 
Jhundred and thirty five; and the number of trees leaning over it, (ex- 
clusively of a great many bushes,) is two thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four. The number of runs or branches from and weak- 
<ening the main channel, is seventy .four. The causeof these branches, 
or veins, is attributable to fallen trees, and rubbish, damming the ri- 
ver in many places, thereby forcing considerable portions of the wa- 
ler from its natural course, into other runs, which, after meandering 



for fhert ilistjincos throngli the swamps, rejoin aiitl improve tli'* pa- 
rent artery. This is especially the cnse at each ofth^* | hicts de^iiif' 
nntoci, resprclivejv, as the D.'irdenels — the Upper Narrows, iui*! 
Lower Narrows, which woiihl have to be widened. The otiier im- 
pediment ifs the Rocky Shoal, one hundred and fifty yards in length. 
Many of the acute angles, or eU'Ows, of the river windings heing of 
alluvial deposit, of recent formation, and over grown only by fragile 
shrubs or nquatic plants, are susce[)til)le' of cheap and easy ifnpnivo 
ment, and of course, the river navigation in proportion. 8uch is a 
specification of the obstructions to the Oclawaha navigation. >n 
estimate of the expense of removing them I make on the following 
hypothesis. Some of the snags are of huge dimensions, would have 
to be sawed under water into s.« veral pieces, and their removal cost 
*?n dollars each in consequence : the greater nund>er would cost only 
?\^o dollar, admit their removal then to cost $2 50 each on an ave 
rago. The leaning trees would all inevitably fall into the river after 
being cut, unless prevented by trouble and expense that wciuld exceed 
their clearing away after allowing them their r^nlnral propensities 
Allow the removal of these to cost $2 each. One hundred and fifty 
yards of rock, by ten yards wide, anil out' yard deep, equal to fifteen 
hundred cubic yards to be blasted and quarried under waiter would 
cost 81 50 per cubic yard. Three hundreil and thirt}^ yards in^ 
lei>gth, of the Narrows to be widened five yards, and deepened two 
equal ihirty-three hundred cubic yards of earih, over-grown by gi- 
gantic cypress trees, and partly submerged in water, the excavation 
of which would cost $1 per cubic yard. Pile-drning in and stop- 
ping the heads of seventy-four runs or outlets, at 825 per head, ('ut- 
ting away one hundicd and twenty sharp elbovvs say at $10 each. 

recapitulation; 

1635 snags, .... 
2794 leaning trees, 
1500 cubic yVls. of rock, qnarryiug, 
3300 cubic y'ds. excavation of earth 
with roots, <fcc., . 
74 heads of outlets, stopping, . 
120 elbows, clearing, 

$17,905 50 

Nearly $170 00 per mile. 

No doubt a less sum than this would sufficiently improve the nav- 
igation for boats of appropriate build, under the skilful vigilance of 
a pilot well acquainted with the river. But to make the navigation 
easy, safp and permanent this sum would be indubitably required 
for steamboats of 70 feet keel, 20 beam, and of 4 feet draft. 

Upon consultation with those who are well acquainted 
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3,300 00 
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1,200 00 
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With tlicnavigiition oftliis rivor, wtibi5e practical kiiowl-cdge 
of the course of the water iii overflowing the banks of the 
river and in wliose judgment I liave every confidence, I am 
Batiflfied the said report and estimates made by Mr. Irtvin 
are as good and as well adapted to accomplish the object as 
any new survey and estimates would be, if not better. 

It is doubtful whether this Work can be accomplished by 
oiFer of remuneration in lands, and if it could be it is ques- 
tionable whether it would be economy to the State. If the 
lands are enlianced in value by the improvement, the State 
fund will be so much increased thereby, whicli would be so 
much better than having speculators reap the benefits there- 
of. I therefore recommend the adoption of the plan of work 
suggested by Mr. Irwin, to be extended to Lake Apopka ; 
tliat an appropriation be made therefor and the Board of 
Trustees authorized to put out said work by contract to the 
lowest bidder. 

DsDIAX AND ST. JOIIx's RIVKR CANAL. 

I would call your attention to the veiy able report of the 
lion. Will. A. Forward, chairman of the Board of Canal 
Commissioners of Indian and St. Johns river Canal, which 
is herewith annexed. 

Tlie Canal is named in the 4th section of the Internal Im- 
provement laM' as a proper object to be aided from the In* 
temal Improvement Fund, and the 17th section indicates the 
amount of said aid and the conditions under which it is to be 
derived. By reference to the report of the chairman, it will 
be seen that the Board of Commissioners liave complied, on 
their part, with all the reqiiiremeuts of the law and only 
await the action of the Trustees to enable tliem to commence 
the work. The Canal is regarded by those in whose judg- 
ment I confide as not being second in importiuice to any 
work contemplated by the Internal Improvement system, 
and worthy of the fostering care of the State. The most of 
the Internal Improvement Ftind comes from the Peninsula 



25 

of Florida, and the region in which it is proposed to con- 
struct the Canal lays no claim to a railroad. 

THE TRUST FUND. 

This Fund is pledged to pay the interest as it may become 
due on all the bonds issued by any Eailroad Company con- 
structing any portion of the several lines of road indicated in 
the 4:th section, under the provisions of the " Act to provide 
for and encourage a liberal system of Internal Lnprovements 
in this State," at the rate of ten thousand dollars per mile, 
for the purchase of iron rails, spikes, plates, chairs and equip- 
ments, whilst in progress of construction, and after comple- 
tion, should any of the Companies fail to supply the interest 
upon their bonded debt from the net earnings of the traffic of 
their roads — (See sections 3, 4, 8, 13, 27, Int. Imp. law.) 

Thus it will be seen that in any event the entire Trust 
Fund is pledged to pay the interest as it may become due on 
all the bonds issued by any Eailroad Company'(constructing 
any portion of the lines of road contemplated,) xmder the 
provisions of the Internal Improvement law. 

That the ten or twelve million acres of land which con- 
stitute the Internal Improvement Fund are intrinsically of 
great value will not be questioned, but whether the Trustees 
will be able to meet promptly the interest as it may become 
due upon the bonds issued under the provisions of the Inter- 
nal Improvement law, is problematical. It was doubtless 
the opinion of the framers of the law that the Trust Fund 
would prove amply sufficient to meet promptly all drafts up- 
on its treasury incident to the construction of the several ob- 
jects of internal improvement therein named; and it will 
prove more than sufficient if it can be made available to meet 
the rapidly increasing interest account upon the bonds issued 
^nd being issued to the different Companies under its pro- 
visions. These bonds, it is presumed, have chiefly passed 
into the hands of third parties, who, in purchasing, relied 
lipon the good faith of the Trustees to meet their engage- 
4 
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ments promptly, and the right of the Trustees to continue to 
guarantee the interest upon the bonds of the diflFerent Com- 
panies, without a reasonable probability of being able to pay 
the interest as it may become due, involves a high moral 
question at least. Besides, equity and justice demands that 
the Fund should be so husbanded, if possible, as not only to 
be able to meet promptly its present liabilities, but to extend 
also the same facilities in the construction of the unfinished 
portions of the several lines of road contemplated by law 
that have been enjoyed by the diiferent Companies up to 
the present. Tlie unfinished lines of road constitute, in the 
judgment of many, as important a feature in tlie system, and 
will confer as great benefits to the citizens in the districts of 
country penetrated, and add as much to the wealth and im- 
portance of the State, as the lines of road now in progress of 
construction. The Fund is a common one, in which every 
citizen of the State has a direct interest, and the system must 
be regarded as incomplete as long as a single mile of road 
remains unfinished. That this sentiment will be responded 
to by every good citizen in the State I do not entertain a 
doubt, but how it is to be accomplished i& a question more 
easily asked than answered. 

Should the Companies of the several lines of road now ra- 
pidly approaching a completion be able to supply the inter- 
est on their bonded debt after completion, the way is clear. 
The assets of the Fund, together with the sums accruing from 
the sale of lands, will perhaps be sufficient to provide the in- 
terest as it may become due on all the bonds that can be is- 
sued xmder the provisions of the law to complete every mile 
of road. 

The different Companies have now issued (Bridge bonds 
included,) above two million of bonds, which amount will 
soon be increased to three and a half million, requiring. 
$250,000 annually for interest — a greater sum than the Fund 
can probably supply, unless the sums accruing from the 
sale of lands should increase, or the different Companies 
^ould be able to provide for or very materially aid in the 
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payment of interest as it may become due. The history of 
raUroads would seem to preclude the hope of success to all 
the different Companies in a sufficient degree to enable them 
at first to provide the sinking fund and interest upon their 
bonded debt from the net earnings of the traffic of their 
roads, and any considerable failure on their part to make 
such provision, or increased issuance of bonds by the Com- 
panies, would very soon exhaust the treasury of the Trust 
Fund and bring discredit upon the guaranteed bonds to such 
extent as to render them unavailable in the construction of 
the unfinished lines of road. 

I may have presented the dark side of the picture, but the 
subject is one of great importance, affecting the vital inter- 
ests of the State, and should be carefully examined in all its 
bearings, and such action had as will most certainly enable 
the Fund to accomplish successfully every object of Internal 
Improvement contemplated by the law, and meet promptly 
all obligations incident thereto. 

As a means of accomplishing this desirable end, I would 
respectfully suggest that the Legislature instruct the Trus- 
tees to receive the bonds of the several Railroad Companies 
that have accepted the provisions of the Internal Improve- 
ment law, upon which the interest has been guaranteed by 
them under its provisions, for any lands belonging to the 
Trust Fund, at the prices now fixed, three months notice of 
said intention having been given through the j^rincipal 
newspapers in the different sections of the State. As before 
stated, the lands are now pledged for the payment of in- 
terest whilst the roads are in course of construction, and, 
after completion, should the companies be unable to supply 
the interest upon their bonds from tlie net earnings of the 
roads. Should the companies be unable to provide the in- 
terest, all sums which may accrue from the sales of land, 
&c., will be absorbed in payment of the same, the com- 
panies assigning stock to the Trustees for the sums thus 
paid. The lands are variously rated at from one to ten dol- 
lars per acre, and should the least' valuable be selected, it 
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would only require about three million acres to take up all 
the bonds that may be issued by the different companies for 
the several lines of road now rapidly aj)proaching comple- 
tion, and would leave still nine million acres of land to the 
Trust Fund. Could the Ti-ustees exchange lands for the 
bonds of the different companies upon the terms above indi- 
cated, all sums accruing from the sales of land, together 
with the net earnings of the roads, deducting one per cent, 
for sinking fund, would perha2>s constitute a fund adequate 
to provide the interest for every mile of road, as contem- 
plated by the Internal Improvement law. The officers of 
the several companies should be required to report to the 
Trustees semi-annually, under oath, the operations of the 
roads, and to pay into the treasury of the Trust Fund one 
per cent, for the sinking fund and the interest upon their 
bonded debt, provided so much be realized from the net 
earnings of the roads, in accordance with the provisions of 
the law, and assign to the Trustees stock from time to time 
for all deficiencies that may occur from non-payment of in- 
terest upon the* bonds of the companies held by the Trus- 
tees. 

CODIFICATION OF THE LAWS. 

I desire to call attention of the General Assembly to the 
condition of the statute law of the State. The several Legis- 
latures since the compilation of Thompson's Digest, in the 
year 1847, have made additions and amendments of the 
most important character to our statutes, and laws have 
been repealed and re-enacted in such a manner as neces 
sarily to produce confusion. These statutes, moreover, are 
scattered throughout a number of pamphlets in a most in- 
convenient and inaccessible form, so that it requires the 
most diligent research and much legal knowledge to ascer- 
tain what our statute laws are on many subjects of impor- 
tance, if indeed such information can be satisfactorily ob- 
tained at all. This is undoubtedly a great evil. One of the 
first objects of the government under our political system 
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should be to make the laws plain and easily accessible to 
the whole body of the people. On this depends the proper 
administration of justice, the regularity of legal proceedings 
and the direction and security of the people in their busi- 
ness transactions. From these considerations I am im- 
pressed with the necessity of a new digest, or a digest and 
code of laws for our State. A digest of our existing statutes 
is necessary at this time, and as a codification of our laws 
would cost but little more and be of much greater advan- 
tage, I suggest that it would be decidedly preferable to com- 
bine the two objects, if such can be done. The old statutes 
x){ the Territory and State are in many respects defective, 
both as to form and substance, and a regular, consistent and 
simple code, based in principle and policy on om' existing 
statutes, could be substituted for them with much advan- 
tage. I believe that most of the other States have adopted 
this method and found it of the greatest utility. The bene- 
fits of such a revision and compilation will be experienced 
most, perhaps, by the body of the citizens and the numer- 
ous subordinate officers of the government throughout the 
State, though to the higher judicial, legislative and execu- 
tive functionaries it must be of great use and convenience. 
Such a compilation c^ be made on a concise and economi- 
cal basis, and I know of no object for which the same 
amount can be expended more to the benefit of every indi- 
vidual member of the State. I ask your attention to the 
subject at this time, because postponment will but increase 
the difficulty and expense of that which must ultimately bo 
done, and prompt attention to the matter will prevent much 
embarrassment, uncertainty and confusion, which is inevi-^ 
table in the present condition of our statutes. 

LUNATIC ASYLUM. 

In my annual message I invited your attention to th^ 
subject of a Lunatic Asylum in language as follows : " I am 
advised that there are at the present time several insane per- 
sons in the State who will probably be sent off to asylums 
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in otlier States as soon as the requisite judicial proceedings 
are liad. Some of these persons hare estates adequate to 
the expenses of their maintenance, but others are destitute 
and must be chargeable to the State. It is due to the State 
and to humanity that some more permanent provision 
should be made for this unfortunate class of persons, and to 
this end I have consulted some experienced mechanics, and 
have been advised that a building of suitable dimensions 
for the accommodation of 35 or 40 subjects may be erected 
and completed in the most desirable manner for about 
twenty thousand dollars, ($20,000,) and that it may be so 
constructed as to admit of enlargement by the erection of 
other buildings as may be necessary or desired. I there- 
fore earnestly recommend that the initiatory steps be at once 
taken, by the passage of an act providing for the erection of 
a building which vadijform the nucleus of a well-appointed 
asylum, adequate to the wants and comfort of this class of 
the afflicted of our own State ; that it be provided in such 
act that such lunatics or insane persons as have estates ade- 
quate to their maintenance be charged therewith, at such 
rate as the General Assembly may think just and right, and 
that the State be charged with the maintenance of such only 
as are destitute." The current annual expense for the main- 
tenance of lunatics in other States is $2,636 61, which is 
equal to the interest on thirty-seven thousand six hundred 
and sixty-five dollars 85 cents, ($37,665 85,) at 7 per cent. 
As this item is gradually increasing, it would be better, on 
the score of economy even, to provide a suitable building 
for this unfortunate class of persons in our own State. I 
earnestly recommend this subject to your serious attention. 

FEDERAL EELATIONS. 

Prominent among the purposes for which the Union was 
formed and its Constitution " ordained," as announced by its 
patriotic founders, was " to insure domestic tranquillity ^ 
As regards this purpose, passing events go to show that the 
work of the statesmen of 1787 is likely to. prove a melan- 
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cholj failure. Does the Union " insure," does it any longer 
promise otherwise than in words of mockery " to insure" 
to the Southern States of the confederacy, " domestic tran- 
quUlity?" 

Is it not manifest that in the bosoms of the members of the 
party now dominant throughout the North, all fraternal feel- 
ing towards us of the South is entirely dead ? When re- 
minded of their constitutional obligations, obligations fixed 
upon them alike by the letter and spirit of the Constitution, 
they appeal to a " higher law." Having virtually annulled 
the written compact, there is no question that they would 
proceed to withdraw from the Union but for the fact that, 
along with great pecuniary advantages, it furnishes them 
facilities which they would not otherwise enjoy for the prose- 
cution of their designs against the institutions of the South. 

That these hostile designs will continue to be prosecuted, 
so long as the confederacy lasts, would seem to be as certain 
as any thing of the future. Ko less than this has been pub- 
licly avowed by one having authority to speak, in language 
which admits of but one construction. The northern states- 
man, most honored and trusted by his section, and whom 
that section manifestly intends to place at the head of the 
General Government, instead of the tranquillity which the 
Constitution guarantees us, has proclaimed an " irrepressible 
conflict," which means and can mean nothing but war from 
generation to generation upon that institution which lies at 
the basis of southern prosperity, power, civilization and hap- 
piness. As a sequel to that announcement, following in the 
due order of events, comes the development, not without 
bloodshed, of a plot concocted in the North for the liberation 
of the slaves of the South by a general insurrection. 

There can be no doubt that the so-called Kepublican party, 
comprising a majority of the Northern people and thus to 
aU intents constituting the North, are responsible for John 
Brown's scheme of mingled villainy and folly. That party, 
the Northern people by the elections which have occurred 
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since the Harper's Ferry catastrophe, exhibit an unmistakable 
purpose of continuing in power. 

Its two great engines of influence, the press and the pulpit, 
are daily becoming more insulting and aggressive towards 
our institutions and people. What else, then, have we to 
expect, while the Union continues^ but the repetition, no 
one can say when, where, how often, or with what bloody 
issues, of attempts like that lately thwarted in Virginia ? 

It is worthy of a passing thought, that though African 
slavery is no longef an institution of most of the leading 
powers of Christendom — several of them, in whose domin- 
ions it once existed, having abolished it — yet none of them 
show any disposition to interfere with its existence here. 
The only States that threaten our peace, are States united 
with us by that bond of Union, the Constitution, designed 
to throw its segis of protection over all. 

Great Britain, much as she has done and suffered in the 
cause of abolition, and though her flag waves over her own 
soil, nearly within sight of the southern coast of Florida, 
attempts nothing for the disturbance of our repose. She 
knows too well, and recognizes too fully, the obligations of 
International comity. We neither fear her, nor have rea- 
son to fear her. Our aggressions come from quite other 
than foreign sources. They come from men who madly 
think, that because connected with us in our Republic, 
they are answerable for our sins, and authorized, by virtue 
of this responsibility, to wage a war of extermination a- 
gainst oujJLnstitutions. 

Tou will find no difiiculty in perceiving the drift of 
these reflections, nor do I consider it becoming either in 
myself or the occasion to deal in language of doubtful im- 
port. 

True, Florida, as the youngest and least populous of the 
Southern sovereignties, can only follow in action the lead 
of her sisters, yet this constitutes no reason why, at a time 
demanding the freest conference and frankest expression 
among those joined by a common destiny, she should 
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remain silent. I believe that her voice should be heard ia 
" tones not loud but deep," in favor of an eternal separa- 
tion from those whose wickedness and fanaticism forbid us 
longer to live with them in peace and safety. There are 
good grounds for the hope that most of the Southern States 
will not consent to see the General Government pass into 
hands avowedly hostile to the South. If such is their pur- 
pose, it is not unlikely that they will prepare for the emer- 
gency of the approaching Presidential election. 

What, if any, steps will be necessary, on your part, to 
provide for Florida's co-operation with them in the contin- 
gency suggested, I leave for the wisdom of the Legislature 
to determine. 

MTLTTU AND PATEOL LAWS. 

In this connexion I deem it proper to call your attention 
to the disorganized state of the Militia and inefficiency of 
the Patrol Laws. 

By examining the Patrol laws of the State it will be found 
that they are based upon a military organization. In the 
absence of the Captain of a Company, the duty imposed 
upon him is devolved upon the magistrate, yet, it will be 
seen at a single glance that the whole scheme and plan of 
patrol was based upon the idea of a military organization. 

The Legislature at an early day passed laws organizing 
and regulating the Militia, but from some cause the whole 
scheme proved a failure. It is not intended to be sugges- 
ted that our State should be converted into a military camp, 
or that our citizens should be harrassed by needless drill 
and exercise. But it is highly proper in view of passing 
events that the militia should be thoroughly organized, 
armed and officered to be able to render efficient service in 
cases of sudden and pressing emergency. The ordinary 
civil patrol authorized by law would be sufficient for com- 
mon occasions ; but emergencies might unexpectedly occur 
requiring the aid of the military, and for such emergencies 
5 



34 

we should not be wholly unprepared. Our State has been 
60 far happily exempt from those frightful tragedies enac- 
ted elsewhere, but the same elements of mischief exist 
among us, and our peace and security may be disturbed by 
the same causes which have operated in other places. Such 
apathy and indifference has been manifest in relation to 
the laws regulating and governing the militia that I am at 
a loss to suggest a course by which the evil would be rem- 
edied. 

But in view of the pressing emergency for a thorough 
organization, I would respectfully recommend that all the 
militia offices in the State be vacated, that the Governor 
be required to order an election at an early day to fill every 
militia office in the State, that he be empowered to fill by 
appoiDtment all vacancies that might occur by a failure of 
the citizens to elect, and the officer or officers thus appoin- 
ted, to be compelled to serve under penalty, for twelve 
months from the date of said appointment. In order to en- 
courage the organization of volunteer companies through- 
out the State, I would recommend that provision be made 
by which all persons subject to militia duty might commute 
the same by the payment of a per capita tax annually, 
which sums should constitute a fund to arm and equip the 
volunteers companies; provided said companies should 
drill at least twelve days in each year. 

The laws governing the militia should be so amended as 
to insure a summary collection of all fines imposed by 
courts martial, and should apply to the volunteer compa- 
nies as well as the militia. 

Desiring that your actions may redound to the public 
good, I invoke the blessings of Divine Providence upon 
your deliberations. M. S. PEREY. 



On motion of Mr. Davidson, ordered that a thousand copies of the 
Message be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. Brevard moved that a committee of five be appointed to take 
Into consideration the condition of our relations as a State with the 
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Federal Government, and to report resolutions expressing the sentir- 
ments of this House in regard to the same — and also expressing an 
opinion as to the course which it behooves the people of Florida, 
and throughout the South to pursue should a Black Republican be 
elected to the Presidency ; 

Which motion was adopted, and Messrs. Brevard, Barrett, Whit- 
field, Robinson and Starke, were appointed as such committee. 

On motion of Mr. Williams of Leon, the use of the Hall of tho 
House of Representatives was granted to the Odd Fellows for their 
celebration on Wednesday next. 

The following communication was laid before the House by the 
Speaker : 

House of Representatives, j 
November 28th, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : I hereby tender my resignation of the office of Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, to take eEect so soon as my successor 
shall be elected and qualified. 

With the highest respect for yourself and the honorable body over 
which you preside, I am, sir. 

Your and their obedient servant, 

R. B. HILTON. 

Which was read. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the House proceeded to the election 
of Clerk. 

Mr. Barrett nominated Mr. Edgar M. Graham. 

The vote was : 

For Graham — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Bre- 
vard, Brinson, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
Frink, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Kenan, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, 
Peacock, Richardson, Robinson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Whit- 
field and Williams of Leon — 29. 
^ Mr. Graham was declared duly elected Clerk. 

Mr. Graham received the oath of office from F. C. Barrett, Esq., 
Notary Public, and thereupon entered upon the discharge of its 
duties. 

The Speaker laid before the House the following communication : 
QuiNcr, Florida, Nov. 28th, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Dear Sir : As it is not convenient for me to fill the place of As- 
sistant Clerk ofjyour honorable body this session, I hereby resigiv 
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the same^ at the same time feeling thankful to yourself and members 
of the General Assembly for past favors. 

I remain, respectfully, 

R. M. QUINN, 
Ass't. Clerk House Representatives. 
Which was read. 

The Speaker suggested the absence of the Engrossing and En- 
rolling Clerks. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, a committee consisting of Messrs. 
Whitfield, Kenan, Richardson, Bird and Church, was appointed to 
investigate the qualifications of candidates for the ofiices of Assistant 
and of Engrossing and Enrolling Clerks. 

The following communication and accompanying documents were 
received from the Governor : 

Executive Depahtment, 

November 29th, 1859. 

Gendemen oj the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I communicate herewith a copy of Resolutions passed by the 
Legislature of Georgia, and copies of letters addressed to the Exec- 
utive of the State, and to Col. D. C. Campbell, who has been ap- 
pointed to confer with me in reference to the diflScnlties growing out 
of the unadjusted boundary line between Florida and Georgia. 

I have not hesitated to express to Col. D. C. Campbell, in a re- 
ciprocal spirit, my desire to maintain a good understanding and 
friendly relations between the people of the two States, and to as- 
sure him that this Department will not fail to adopt such measures 
as may be needful to prevent any difllculties tbAt^ may be appre- 
hended on the border. 

Under the resolutions of the Jast session, ratifying the action of 
the Executives of the two States, in adopting tiie terminal points of 
the present recognized line, I have appointed a competent Surveyor 
to unite with a Surveyor on the part of Georgia, in running and 
marking the line between the two States. It is therefore expected 
that all ground of difficulty will be removed at an early date, and « 
the controversy which has heretofore existed be finally put to an 
end. It is, however, apprehended, that in the final establishment of 
the line, litigation may arise in respect to the title of land which 
may fall within the jurisdiction either of Georgia or Florida, and I 
am assured that with respect to any litigation which may occur in 
Georgia, the Executive of that State will recommend to the General 
Assembly such legis ation as may be necessary to perfect titles in 
the hands of bonaifide holders. I would respectfully recommend to 
your favorable consideration such action as you may deem best to 
effect a similar purpose, so far as this State has any jurisdiction 
over the subject. 

I would, however, suggest that, in all probability, if any land 



3T 

shall fall within the jurisdiction of this State, in the final designa- 
tion of the line, the title would more properly attach to the United 
States, in which event this State could do no more than unite with 
Oeoi^ia in an application to the Federal Government lor the a- 
<ioption of such measures as would most effectually secure the end 
desired. 

With respect to any Criminal Prosecutions that may grow out of 
conflicts between those residing in the disputed Territory, I deem it 
proper to observe that I shall be animated by the same spirit, and 
pursue the same course, if need be, proposed by the Executive of 
Georgia, and if the General Assembly shall deem it necessary to 
clothe the Executive with further power for that purpose, I respect- 
fully recommend the proper action to that end. 
Very respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

[copy.] 

Executive Department, ) 
MiLLEDGEviLLE, Gi\., Nov. 23d, 1859. ) 
His Excellency Madison S. Perry, Governor of Florida : 

Dear Sir : Allow me to introduce to you the bearer of this, Col. 
D. C. Campbell, of this city. Col. Campbell has been appointed 
by me* a Special Agent on the part of this State, under a resolution 
of its General Assembly, to visit and confer with you in relation to 
«xisting and anticipated difficulties growing out of the unadjusted 
question of the boundary line between the States of Georgia and 
Florida. The resolution under which he is appointed will be shown 
to you by himi It evinces, as you will perceive, the solicitude of 
Georgia for the maintenance of good neighborhood between the two 
contiguous States, and her determination, while the boundary re- 
mains unadjusted, to do all in her power to repress agitation and 
prevent excitement. 

The Agent on the part of the State will submit to you sugges- 
tions emanating from this Department, and will cordially entertain, 
and to the extent of his authority act upon, any that may be sub- 
mitted by y<)u. Entertaining the hope that the result of tWs agency 
will prove beneficial to the interests of both States, I am. 

Very respectfully, your ob't serVt, 

JOSEPH E. BROWN. 

[copy.] 

Executive Department, ) 
Milledgeville, Ga., Nov. 23d, 1859. ) 
To Col. D. C. Campbell: 
Dear Sir : In pursuance of the resolution of the General Assem-. 
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bly under which you have been appointed a Special Agent to visit 
Tallahassee and confer with the Executive of Florida, you will, at 
your earliest convenience, enter upon the duties confided to you. 
You will express to the Governor of Florida the solicitude of the 
General Assembly of Georgia and of this Department to maintain 
uninterrupted the kindly relations that have heretofore existed be- 
tween the people of the two States, and which unfortunately have 
recently been disturbed in certain sections, growing out of the unad- 
justed boundary line that divides them. 

You can tender to him the assurance, that every effort in the 
power of this Department will be put into exercise, not only to have " 
the boundary line settled as early as practicable, but to prevent, till 
that object shall be accomplished, any of the difficulties or animosi- 
ties that may be apprehended among the people residing in that 
region through which the line of boundary may ultimately be estab- 
lished. To this end you can assure his Excellency, that, should liti- 
gation take place in the Courts of this State in relation to lands 
under Florida grants, which, when the boundary line shall be desig- 
nated, shall fall under the jurisdiction of Georgia, that this Depart- 
ment will recommend to the General Assembly of this State such 
legislation as may be necessary to perfect titles in the hands of 
bona fide holders ; and you can also assure him, that, should criminal 
prosecutions growing out of conflicts between those residing in the 
disputed territory be instituted in any of the Courts of Georgia, that 
this Department will request that nolle prosequies be entered. 

You will ask the Executive of Florida, on his part,' to reciprocate 
these efforts to maintain peace and good order among the borderers, 
and protect titles in bona fide land owners. 

In short, you will confer fully with the Governor of Florida in re- 
lation to all existing and anticipated matters of controversy among 
the borderers, ascertain his views in regard to the best mode of 
quieting, removing or preventing them, and freely pledge the co-ope- 
ration of the authorities of Georgia in all reasonable efforts to ac- 
complish objects so desirable. 

The result of your mission you will report to this Department. 
Very respectfully. 

Your obedient serv't, 

JOSEPH E. BROWN. 



Whereas, There is likely to occur serious border difficulties be- 
tween the citizens of Georgia and our sister State of Florida, on 
account of a conflict of jurisdiction of the Courts of the two 
States, involving the sovereignty of said States; And whereas, 
It is incompatible with the character of the two governments, be- 
tween which the most friendly relations should exist, that any col- 
lision should occur between the citizens thereof, 
JBte it resolved, therefore, by the General Assembly, That the 
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Governor be authorized to appoint a Special Agent to visit Talla- 
hassee, the seat of government of the State of Florida, to confer 
with the Executive of the said State of Florida, and to enter upon 
such negotiations as will restore quiet and prevent bloodshed be- 
tween the citizens of said States, until the boundary line of said 
States is adjusted and agreed upon. 

I. T. IRWIN, 
Speaker House of Representatives » 
S. L. GUERRY, 
President of the Senate^ 
In Senate, read and agreed to Nov. 19th, 1859. 
Fred. H. West, 

Secretary of Senate. 
In House of Representatives, Nov. 19tb, 1859. 
Jas. J. Diamond, 

Clerk of House of Representatives, 
Assented to November 22d, 1859. 

JOSEPH E. BROWN, 
Governor, 



State oe Georgia, Executive Chamber, \ 
MiLLEDGEviLLE, Nov. 23d, 1859. 

I, Henry H. Waters, Secretary of the Executive Department, do 
hereby certify that the within and foregoing, is a true and perfect 
copy of an original Joint Resolution framed by the General Assem- 
bly of this State, and signed in this Department, on the 22d day of 
November, A. D., 1859. 

Given under my hand, and the seal of the Executive De- 
[sEAL.] partment, the day and year first above written. 

(Signed.) H. H. WATERS, 

Secretary Exectiiive Department. 

Which were read. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, the message and documents were 
laid on the table for the present and 100 copies ordered to be printed* 
The following communication was received/rom his Excellency, 
the Governor : 

Executive Department, 
Tallahassee, November 29th, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : I respectfully recommend the following nominations for the 
advice and consent of the General Assembly : William D. Maclay 
and George Brockenbrough, Weighers of Cotton for the city of 
Apalachicola. Very respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY, 
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Which was read. 

On molion of Mr. Whitfield, the nominations were advised and 
coii?ented to. 

Mr. Erwin moved that the thanks of the House be tendered to 
Mr. Hilton, late Clerk, for the efficient discharge of his duties ; 

Which motion was adopted unanimously. 

On motion of Mr. Frink, the House adjourned until Thursday 
rooming, 10 o'clock. 



STANDING EULES OF THE HOUSE, 

EuLE 1. The speaker shall take the Chair every day, pre- 
cisely at the hour to which the House shall have adjourned 
on the preceding day ; shall immediately call the members 
to order, and on the appearance of a quorum, shall cause the 
Journal of the precedmg day to be read. 

2. He shall preserve order and decorum ; may speak to 

Eoints of order in preference to other members, rising from 
is seat for that purpose ; and shall decide questions oforder, 
subject to an api)eal to the House bv any two members ; on 
which appeal no member shall speak more than once, unless 
by leave of the House. 

3. He shall rise to put the question, but may state it 
sitting. 

4. No member shall speak to any other, or otherwise in- 
terrupt the business of the House, or read any newspaper, os 
other paper while the Journals or other public papers are 
being read, nor pass between the Speaker and any other 
member who may be addressing the House. 

5. Every member, when he speaks, shall address the 
Chair, standing in his place, and when he has finished shall 
sit down ; nor shall any member speak more than twice on 
any one subject without leave of tne House. 

6. When two or more members shall rise at the same time, 
the Speaker shall name the person entitled to proceed. 

7. When a member shall be called to order, he shall sit 
down until the Speaker shall have determined whether he is 
in order or not ; and every question of order shall be decided 
by the Speaker, without debate, subject to an appeal to the 
House. 

8. If a member shall be called to order for words spoken, 
the exceptionable words shall be immediately taken down in 
writing by the person objecting, that the Speaker may be 
better able to judge of the matter. 



41 

9. ^^o iiiCuiber shall absent himself from the service of t^ii^ 
House witiioiit leave of the Iloiise ; and in case a less numbed 
than a quorum shall convene, they are hereby authorized id 
send the Sergeant-at-Arms for (any or) all absent members-, 
as the majority of such members present shall agree, at the 
expense of such absent members respectively, miless sucli 
excuse for non-attendance shall be made as the House (when 
u quorum is convened) shall judge sufficient. 

10. i^o motion shall be debated until the same shall h6 
reduced to writing, delivered in at the table, read and 
seconded. 

11. Wlien a question is under debate, no motion shall be 
received but to adjourn, to lay it on tlie table, to postpone 
indefinitely, to postpone to a certain day, to commit or to 
amend ; whicli several motions shall have precedence in the 
ordoi- in which tliey stand arranged; and the motion for ad- 
journment shall always be in order, and the motions to ad*^ 
journ or lay on the table shall be decided without debate. 

12. If tlie question in debate contains several points, any 
member rnay have the same divided. 

13. In lilihig up blanks, the largest sum and longest time 
shall be first \mt 

14. When the reading of a paper is called for-, and the 
same is objected to by aiiy member, it shall be determined by 
vote of the House, without debate. 

15. Wlien the yeas and nays shall be called for by two of 
the members present, every member within the bar of the 
House at the time tlie question was put by the Speaker, shall 
(unless for special reasons he be excused by the House,) de- 
clare openly and without debate his assent or dissent to the 
question. In taking the yeas and nays, and, upon the call of 
the House, the names of the members shall be taken alpha- 
betically, and tlie Speaker shall in all cases vote first. 

16. No member shall be permitted to vote on any question 
who was without bar of the House at the time the question 
was put, unless by consent of the House, and no motion to 
permit such member to vote sliall be in order, unless it shall 
be made before the House shall proceed to other business. 

17. On a motion made and seconded to shut the door o^ 
the House in the discussion of any business, in which discus- 
sion the public safety may, in the opinioij of the House, im- 
periously require secresy, the House shall direct the Speaker 
to cause the lobby to be cleared, iind, during the discussioA • 

6 
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ofsTicIi business, the door shall remain shut, and no persoif 
ehall be admitted except by special order of the House. 

18. The following order fehall be observed in taking np the 
business of the House, viz : Ist, motions ; 2d, petitions, memo-- 
rials and other papers addressed either to the House or icy 
the Speaker thereof ; 3d, resolutions ; 4th, reports of Standing' 
Comiriittees; 5th, reports of Select Committees; 6th, messa- 
ges from the Senate lying on the table } and, lastly, orders of 
the day. 

19. ^VTien a question has once been made and earned in 
the affirmatiye or negatire, it shall be in order for any mem- 
ber of the majority to move for a reconsideration thereof j 
but no motion for the reconsideration of any rote shall be in 
order after a bill, resolution, message, report, amendment or 
motion upon which the vote was taken, shall EafVe gone out 
of possession of the House aamonncing their decision ; nor 
shall any motion for reconsideration be in order unless made 
on the same day on which the vote was taken, or within the 
two next days of the actual session of the House thereafter. 

20. AH questions shall be put by the Speaker of the House^ 
and the members shall signifjr their assent or dissent, by an- 
swering viva voce, yea or nay, and in the event of a tie, tha 
question shall be decided in the negative. 

21. The Speaker of the House, or the Speaker pn^ tem.^ 
shall have the right to name a member to perform the duties 
of tlie Chair, but such substitution shall not extend beyond 
an adjournment. 

22. Before any petition, memorial or other paper address- 
ed either to the House or the Speaker thereof, snail be receiv- 
ed and read at the table, whether the same be introduced by 
the Speaker or a member, a brief statement of the contents- 
of the petitiofi,r memorial, or other paper, shall be made by 
the introducer. 

23. One day^s notice at least shall be given of an intended 
motion for leave to bring in a bill, and no bill shall be writ- 
ten or printed except by express order of the House. 

24. Every bill and all resolutions of a public nature, or for 
the appropriation of the public money, shall receive three 
readings previously to the* final passage of such bill or resolu- 
tion, and the Speaker shall give notice at each whether it be- 
the first, second on third readings, which readings shall be on 
three different days, unless four-fifths of the members shall 
otherwise direct. 

25. At the second reading of any bill or resolution, it shaH 
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"be in order for any member to move its commitment to a 
Committee of tlie whole House ; that it lay on the table ; for 
its indefinite postponement ; for its postponement to a day 
certain, hot beyond the session ; for its commitment to a Stan- 
ding Committee ; to a Select Committee ; or to amend ; which 
motions shall have precedence in the order above stated. 

26. It shall not be in order to amend the title of any bill 
or resolution until it shall have passed its third reading. 

27. The titles of bills, and sucli parts thereof only as shall 
be affected by the proposed amendments, shall be inserted 
on the journals, 

28. The following Standing Committers, to consist of not 
less than five members each, shall be appointed by the Spea- 
ker at the commencement of each session, with leave to re- 
port, by bill or otherwise, viz : A Committee on the Judiciary ; 
a Committee on the Militia ; a Committee on Finance and 
Public Accounts ; a Committee on Claims ; a Committee on 
Schools and Colleges ; a Committee on Internal Improve- 
ments ; a Committee on Enrolled Bills and Engrossed Bills ; 
a Committee on Elections ; a Committee on Propositions and 
Grievances ; a Committee on Federal Relations ; a Committt e 
on Corporations ; a Committee on Indian Affairs ; a Commit- 
tee on Agriculture ; a Committee on Commerce and Naviga- 
tion ; a Committee on Taxation and Revenue, and a Commit- 
tee on the State of the Commonwealth. 

29. All confidential commimications made by the Gover- 
nor to the House, and all business in the consideration of 
which the injimction of secresy shall have been imposed, shall 
be by the members thereof kept secret, until the House by 
its resolution shall takeoff the injunction of secrecy. 

30. Each member of Select Committees shall, with their 
Chairman, sign every report made to the House, if they 
ooncur therein. 

31. Messages may be received at any stage of the busi- 
ness, except while a question is being put, or while the 
yeas and nays are being called. 

32. The Governor and Secretary and members of the Se- 
nate shall be admitted to a seat within the bar of the House, 
and any other person shall be admitted in like manner, up- 
on being invited by a member. 

33. iSie Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms and Door-Keeper shall 
be severally sworn by a judicial officer of the State, well and 
faithfully to discharge their respective duties, and to keep 
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secret the proceedings of the House, when sitting with 
closed doors. 

8-i. All acts, addresses and joint resolutions shall be signed 
by the Speaker; and all writs, warrants and sul>po:nas issu- 
ed by order of the House, shall be under his liand and f.eal, 
p,nd attested by the (^lerk. 

85. In case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in 
the lobby, the Speaker or (chairman of tlie Committee of 
the Whole House, shall have the power to order the same 
to be cleared. 

S6, Keporters wishing to take down the debates and procee- 
dings, may be admitted by the Speaker, who shall assign such 
places to them on the floor, or elsewhere, as shall not inter- 
fere wuth the convenience of the House. 

37. No member shall A'ote on the question in the event of 
which he may have a private or personal interest. 

38. After a motion is stated by the speaker or read by tlie 
Oerk, it shall be deemed in possession of the House,' but 
may be withdranw at any time before a decision or amend- 
ment. 

39. Tlie previous question shall be in this form ; " Shall 
the main question be now" put ?" and shall be decided by a 
majority of the members present, without debate; and until 
it is decided shall preclude all amendments, and further de- 
bate of the main question. 

40. When a question is postponed indefinitely, the same 
^hall not be acted upon again during the session. 

41. 'No motion or proposition on a subject different from 
that under consideration, shall be admitted under color of 
amendment. 

42. ITie unfinished business in which the House was en- 
gaged at the adjournment, shall have the preference in the 
orders of the day, and no motion on any other business shall 
be received w^ithout special leave of the House, until the for- 
mer is disposed of. 

48. Upon the call of the House, the names of the members, 
shall be called oyer by the Clerk and the absentees noted ; 
after which, the names of the absentees shall again be called 
over, the doors shall then be shut, and those for whom no 
excuse or insufticient excuses are made, may, by order of those 
present, be taken into custody as they appear, or may be 
gent for and taken ' into custody wherever to be found by 
the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

tt4. When a member shall be discharged from custody and 
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ftclimtted to his seat, the House shall doteniiine whether snch 
discharge shall be with orwitliout paving fees. 

45. It shall be the duty of tlie ('Oiuniittc^^ of Elections to 
exainine and re])ort upon the certiiicatcs of election, or other 
credentials, of the members returned to serve in tliih House, 
and to take into their consideration all such petitions and 
otlier matters touching elections and returns as shall or mixy 
be presented or come into (piest-ion, and be referred to them 
by the House. 

40. i\o committee shall sit durmgthe sitting of the House, 
without special leave. 

47. All bills ordered to be engrossed, shall be executed, 
in a fair, round hand, and without erasures or interlinea- 
tions. 

48. Before a bill or resolution requiring three readings 
shall be read the third time, it shall be carefully engrossed 
under the directi<m of the (Jlerk, and upon the third reading 
of the bill or resolution, it shall not be conmiitted or amended 
without the consent of three-fourths of the House. 

49. Xo amendment, by way o^ rider ^ sluJl be received to 
any bill on its third reading. 

50. When a bill or resoluti(m shall have passed its third 
reading it shall be certilied by the clerk, endorsing thereon 
the day of its passage^ and be transmitted to the Senate ac- 
companied with a message stating the title of the bill or res^ 
olution, and asking the concurrence of that body, and its 
transmission shall be entered upon the Journal. 

51. Bills committed to a committee of the whole House 
shall be first read throughout by the clerk, and then again 
read and debated by clauses, leaving the preamble to be last 
considered ; the body of the said bill shall not be interlined 
and defaced, but all amendments, noting the page and line, 
shall be duly entered by the clerk on a separate paper, as 
the same shall be agreed to by the committee, and so repor- 
ted to the House. After report, the bill shall again be sub' 
ject to be debated and amended by clauses. 

52. It shall be in order for the Committee on Enrolled and 
Engrossed Bills to report at any time. 

53. Messages shall be transmitted to the Governor and Sen-^ 
ate by the Door-keeper, . unless otherwise directed by the 
House. 

54. No bill shall be introduced into the TTouse on the last 
veek of the session, nor shall the rules, or any of them, be 
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rescinded or suspended, unless two-thirds of the members 
present so direct. 

55. That upon the adjournment of the General Assembly, 
the Clerk of the House shall be required to file in the o^^ 
of the Secretary of State, all papers on file with him relating 

^o unfinished business, all original papers and Journals of the 
House, and that he be required to obtain a certificate from 
the Secretary of State that such has been done and file the 
same with the Treasurer before receiving his compensa- 
tion. 

56. In all cases not provided for by these Eules, parlia- 
mentary practice as laid down in Jefferson's Manual, is here- 
by adopted. 



THURSDAY, December 1, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On calling the roll the following gentlemen answered to their 
names, to-wit: 

Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Campbell, Christie, 
Church, Clyalt, Coffee, Davidson, Erwln, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gil- 
lis, Heernians, Hunt, Ingram, Kenan, McNeill, Mickler, Mann, 
Nicks, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Starke, 
Vogt, White and Wiggins. 

So there was a quorum present 

Rev. Mr. Branch officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Gettis, Mr. Johnston of Sumter, member elect, 
presented his certificate and was duly sworn in by F. C. Barrett^ 
Esq., Notary Public. 

Mr. Vogt moved that the members be furnished with copies of 
the Acts and Resolutions of the last General Assembly and copies 
of the Constitution, and that copies of Thompson's Digest be fur- 
nished to the Chairmen of Standing Committees ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Ken<in moved that the Speaker appoint another member in 
the place of Mr. Whitfield, who was absent, on the Special Com- 
mittee to inquire into the qualifications of applicants for Clerkships ; 

Which motion was adopted, and Mr. Vogt appointed in place of 
the absent member. 

The rule having been waived, the following bills were introduced 
without previous notice : 

By Mr. Cljatt ; 



47 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning Pilots and Pilotage at the 
port of Cedar Keys. 

By Mr. Smith : 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Gibb§ 
Smith, to that of George Garey Smith ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Frisby 
to that of George Reuben Frisby ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Aaron Geiger/of 
Clay county. 

Which bills were ordered to be placed among the orders of the 
day. 

Notice of the introduction of bills at some future day Was given 
by the following gentlemen, viz : 

By Mr. Bird : 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Thomas J. Chace, of Jef- 
ferson, to assume the management of his own business. 

By Mr. Davidson : 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to the Probate Courts of 
this State; and 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Charter of the Town of 
Quincy so as to extend the corporate limits thereof one mile south- 
ward from tbe Court House of said town. 

By Mr. Johnston : 

A bill to be entitled an act granting Retail Licenses in the County 
of Sumter ; 

A bill to be entitled an act fixing and defining the Boundary Line 
between the Counties of Hernando and Sumter ; 

A bill to be entitled an act amendatory of an act to provide for 
the payment of certain Volunteer Companies therein named, approved 
January 5th, 1859. and for the relief of Captain — — McCloud'* 
Company of Mounted Volunteers ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of the Flor- 
ida Volunteers for the time during which they did service under re- 
quisition of the Governor before mustered into service. 

By Mr. Mickler : 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the fees of Notaries Pnblicr 
in the County of St. Johns; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Charter of the city of 
St. Augustine. 

By Mr. Galbraith : 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the Digest of the Statute* 
and the Compilation of a Code of Laws for this State. 

By Mr. Vogt : 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing John S. Addison, a minor/ 
to assume the management of his own estate. 

By Mr. Robinson : 



A hill to he entitled an act for the relief of Samuel B. VViliifordj 
bf Jnckson Coufty. 

15 J Mr.McNoili: 

A hill to he entitled an act to provide for the payment of John'S; 
Addison's detachment of Mounted Volunteers in 1850. 

Mr. Gillis presented a petition frOni John Carroll, of Alachua 
County, asking tlie passage of a law authorizing him to adopt as his 
heir-at law Francis Baxter, an orphan, and changhig the name of 
said Francis Baxter to that of Francis John Carroll; 

Which was read and on motion, referred to the Committee oii 
Propositions and Grievances. 

Mr. GiUis also prcscMited a petition from sundry citizens of Putnam 
County, asking the passage of a law to compel all Free Negroes or 
Free Persons of color to leave the State or select masters as now 
provided by laWi 

Which was read and on motion, referred to tlie Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Barrett was allowed to make 
the following moti(m : 

That so much of the Governor's Message as refers to State Loan 
he referred to the Standing Committee On Finance and Public Ac* 
counts; 

That so much of said message as relates to Internal Improve- 
ments be referred to the Standing Connnittee on Internal Improve- 
ments; 

That so much of said message as relates to Lands granted by 
Congress to aid in the construction of Jiailroads be referred to the 
Committee on Federal Relations; 

That so much of said message as relates to the JDraining of the 
Swamp and Overflowed Lands on the Oclawaha river be relerred to 
the Committee on State Lands; 

That so much of said message as relates to the Indian and St. 
Johns River, Canal be referred to the Committee on Internal Im* 
proven)ents ; 

That so nmch of said message as relates to the Trust Fund be 
referred to the Committee on Finance ana Public Accounts; 

That so much of said message as relates to a Codification of the 
Laws be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; 

That so much of said message as relates to a Lunatic Asylum be 
referred to the Committee on Propositions and Grievances; 

That so much of said message as relates to Federal Relations be 
referred to the Committee on Federal Relations; 

That so much of said message as relates to the Militia and Patrol 
Laws be refened to the Committee on the Militia; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Kenan, according to previous notice, introduced a bill to hfe 
entitled an act in addition to an act concerning Dower; 
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Which was placed among the orders of the day. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning Pilots and Pilotage at thci 
port of Cedar Kejs, 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second time by 
its title and, on motion of Mr. Gettis, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce and Navigation. 

A bill to be entitled an act in addition to an act concerning Dower^ 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Frisby 
to George Reuben Frisby, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Gibbs 
Smith to that of George Gary Smith, 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second time hy 
its title and ordered to be engi'ossed for a third reading on to-mor«> 
row. 

Mr. Vogt moved that the bills left over from the last session be 
placed among the orders as c n their first reading ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion, the House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 
o'clock. 



FRIDAY, December 2nd, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum presents 

The journal of yesterday's proceedings was read, corretced and 
approved. 

The rule having been waived, the following gentlemen were 
allowed to introduce bills without previous notice : 

By Mr. Gillis: 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Supreme Court to 
establish rules in Chancery practice; 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow additional compensation to 
County Commissioners; 

A bill to bo entitled an act iu relation to records. 

By Mr. Barrett : 
7 
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A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Attachment Laws of this 
State. 

BjMr. Clyatt: 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate the 
city of Atseena Otie ; 

Which bills were ordered to be placed among the orders of the 

Notice of the introduction of bills at some future day was given 
by the following gentlemen, viz: 

By Mr. Peacock : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Daniel Snell, Tax- 
Assessor and Collector for Suwannee county. 

By Mr. Bird : 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow William W. Tucker of Jeffer- 
son to assume the management of his own estate. 

By Mr. Gillis: 

A bill to be entitled an act to reduce the taxes assessed for the 
State and to provide for the payment of jurors, State witnesses, post 
mortem examinations and contingent expenses of the Circuit Courts 
by the several counties. 

The following bills were introduced in accordance with previous 
notice, viz: 

By Mr. Robinson : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel B. Williford of 
Jackson county. • 

By Mr. Barrett : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the bettey government of Free 
Negroes ; 

Which were placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Barrett presented a petition from citizens of Duval county, 
asking the passage of a law preventing the shooting of game and 
firing of guns and pistols at targets on the Sabbath day. 

Mr. Barrett moved that the petition be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee of three ; 

Which motion was carried. 

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as said Commit- 
tee, viz : Messrs. Barrett, Erwin and Church. 

Mr. Vogt, from a Select Committee, made the following report: 

The Special Committee, appointed to enquire into the qualifica- 
tions of applicants for clerkships, 

REPORT: 

That they have performed that duty, and recommend Maxwell 
Footman as a suitable and competent person for the office of Assis- 
tant Clerk and W. M. Mcintosh for Engrossing Clerk. 



51 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. A. VOGT, 

T. J. M. RICHARDSON, 

L. A. CHURCH, 

D. L. KENAN, 

D. B. BIRD. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Erwin moved that the House now proceed to the election of 
Assistant and Engrossing Clerks ; 

AVhich motion was carried. 

Mr. Starke nominated M. F. Papj for Assistant Clerk. 

The vote was as follows ; 

For Papy — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Broxson, Christie, Cof- 
fee, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, 
Manning, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Robinson, Starke, White, Whit- 
field and AViggins — ^22. 

For Footman — Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Church, Kenan, Peacock, 
Richardson, Ro])erts, Smith and Vogt — 9. 
[i^The Speaker declared Mr. Papy duly elected Assistant Clerk. 

The House then proceeded to the election of Engrossing Clerk* 

Mr. Christie nominated R. L. Bruce. 

Mr. Frink nominated AV. W. Woodward. 

Mr. Whitfield nominated Maxwell Footman. 

The vote was as follows : 

For McIntosh — Messrs. Brinson, Campbell, Gillis, Kenan, Pea- 
cock, Richardson, Starke and Vogt — 8. 

For Footman — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Church, Clyatt, Coffee, 
Evans, Heermans, Manning, Mickler, Smith, AVhite, Whitfield and 
Wiggins — 13. 

For Bruce — Messrs. Christie, Gettis, Hunt, Munn, Nicks and 
Roberts — 0. 

For Woodward — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Erwin, Frink, Robinson 
and Williams of Leon — 5. 

No one of the candidates having received a majority, the Speaker 
declared that there was no election. 

Mr. Frink withdrew the name of Mr. Woodward. 

The House went into a second ballot, the result of which was as 
follows : 

For Footman — ]\ressrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Church, CofTee, 
Erwin, Heermans, Ingram, Maimnig, Mickler, Robinson, Smith, 
White and Whitfield— 14. 

For McIntosii — Messrs. Brinson, Campbell, Evans, Frink, Get- 
tis, Gillis, Hughey, Kenan, McNeil, Nicks, Peacock, Richardson, 
Starko, Vogt and Williams of Leon — 16. 

For Bruce— Mr, Speaker, Messrs. Christie, Clyatt, Hunt, Munn 
and Roberts — 6. 
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None of the candidates having received a majority, the Speaker 
declared that there was no election. 

The House then proceeded to a third ballot, vt^hich resulted as 
follows: 

For FooTMAjf— -Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, 
Church, Coffee, Erwin, Heermans, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, 
Mickler, Robinson, White, Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of 
Leon— 16, 

For McTntosh — Messrs. Brinson, Campbell, Evans, Frink, Get- 
tis, Gillis, Hughey, Kenan, McNeill, Nicks, Peacock, Richardson, 
Starke and Vogt — 14. 

No one of the candidates having received a majority, the Speaker 
declared that there was no election. 

The House then proceeded to a fourth ballot, which resulted as 
follows : 

For Footman — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Broxson, Church, Coffee, 
Erwin, Evans, Heermans, Manning, Mickler, Robinson, Smith, 
White, Whitfield and Wiggins— 15. 

For Bruce — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Christie, Clyatt, Frink, Gettis, 
Hunt, McNeill, Munn, Nicks, Roberts and Williams of Leon — 11. 

For McIntosh — Messrs. Brinson, Campbell, Gillis, Kenan, Pea- 
cock, Richardson, Starke. and Vogt — 8. 

Mr. Christie withdrew the name of Mr. Bruce. 

There being no election, the House proceeded to the fifth ballot, 
which resulted as follows : 

For Footman — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, 
Church, Coffee, Erwin, Heermans, Ingram, Manning, Roberts, Rob- 
inson, Smith, White, Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 17. 

For McIntosh — Messrs. Brinson, Campbell, Christie, Evans, 
Frink, Gettis, GiDis, Hughey, Hunt, Kenan, McNeill, Mickler, 
Munn, Nicks, Peacock, Richardson, Starke and Johnston — 19. 

Mr. Mcintosh, having received a majority of the votes, was de- 
clared duly elected Engi-ossing Clerk. . 

The Clerks elect were then, on motion, sworn in by F. C. Bar- 
rett, Esq., Notary Public. 

Mr. Barrett, from the Select Committee, to whom was referred 
the application of A. J. Smiley and S. R. Sessions for seats in the 
House from the counties of Columbia and New River, made the 
following report : 

The Select Committee to whom was referred the matter of the 
election of A. J. Smiley, of Columbia county, and S. R. Sessions, of 
New River county, to seats in this House, beg leave respectfully to 

REPORT: 

That they have duly investigated the question of the right 
of the claimants to seats in this body, which is based upon the 
Act of the last session, creating and organizing the counties of Su- 
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wannee and New River. After mature deliberation, your Commit- 
tee are unanimously of the opinion that said claimants are not enti- 
tled to seats in the present General Assembly. That opinion is for- 
tified by the legal opinion of the Attorney General of the Slate, 
which is herewi& submitted as a part and parcel of this Report. 
Respectfully submitted, 

F. C. BARRETT, Chairman, 
R. H. M. DAVIDSON, 
JOHN FRINK, 
R. C. WILLIAMS, 
ROB T. D. MUNN. 



Attorney General's Office, I 

Tallahassee, Dec. 1st, 1859. ) 
Hon. F. C. Barrett, 

Chairman Select Committee : . 

Sir: I have received your communication, desiring my opinion in 
reference to the eligibility of Messrs. Smiley and Sessions as Repre- 
sentatives from the counties of Columbia and New River respec- 
tively, elected under the act of the session which adjourned in Jan- 
uary last, to create and organize the counties of Suwannee and 
New River. In my opinion, the act referred to did not contemplate 
an election for members to the present adjourned session ; and if it 
did, I do not consider that the members elected and in office at the 
time the act was passed, could be thus superseded. They were 
elected to hold their offices for two years, and are entitled to hold 
their seats until their term shall have expired. The present session 
is but an adjournment from the last, and the members in oilice then» 
are entitled to their seats now. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 

M. D. PAPY. 

Which was read. 

Mr, Starke moved that* A. J. Smiley be heard at the Bar of the 
House in vindication of his claims ; 

Which motion was carried, whereupon Mr. Smiley proceeded to 
address the House. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the Report of the 
Committee, when the same was adopted unanimously. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled. An Act to change the time of holding the 
Circuit Court in the Counties of Hamilton and Taylor, in the Mid-^ 
die Circuit of the State of Florida, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to, 
morrow. 
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A bill to be entitled, An Act to authorize John S. Addison, a mi- 
nor, to assume the management of his Estate, 

Was read the first time, and ordered lor a second reading to- 
Tiiorrow. 

A bill to be entitled, An Act to authorize the Board of Education 
of the State Seminary West of the Suwanne to confer Collegiate 
Degrees, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled. An Act in relation to Interest, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled. An Act for the relief of the heirs of 
Elizabeth Dean, late of Duval county, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Supreme Court to es- 
tablish rules in Chancery Practice, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, 
Guardian of the minor heirs of Henry M. Shepard, late of Gadsden 
County,. deceased, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entided an act to amend the laws of this State in re- 
lation to Hawkers and Pedlars and Itinerant Traders, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Militia Laws of this 
State, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and on motion of Mr. Brevard, withdrawn. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Attachment Laws of this 
State, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and on motion referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Interest, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
tp-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to in- 
corporate the city of AtseenaOtie, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 
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On motion of Williams of Leon, the rule was waived and he al- 
lowed to move that the Select Committee appointed to take into 
consideration the state < f our Federal Relations, be requested to act 
with a similar committee on the part of the Senate ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion, a committee- was appointed to wait on the Senate and 
inform that body of the same, which committee performed the duty 
assigned them and were discharged. 

Mr. McNeill moved that the rule be waived fo allow him to give 
uotice of the introduction of a bill at some future day ; 

Which motion was carried, whereupon Mr. McNeill gave notice 
that he will on some future day ask leave to introduce a bill to be 
entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act concerning Wrecked 
and Derelict Property found on the coast and shores of Florida. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the manner of making re- 
turns by Executors, Administrators and Guardians in this State, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow additional compensation to 
County Commissioners, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to bo entitled an act in relation to Records, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to define the liability of Endorsers 
of Promissory Notes and other instruments, and to place them on 
the same footing with securities. 

Was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled, An Act for the relief of Samuel B. Williford, 
of Jackson County, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and was referred to the Committee on Claims ana Accounts. 

A bill to be entitled, An Act for the better government of Free 
Negroes, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and referred to a Select Committee of five, consisting of 
Messrs. Davidson, Barrett, Bird, Brevard and Kenan. 

Senate bill to be entitled, An Act to change the name of Cynthia 
Jane Burdock, to that of Cynthia Jane Willis, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled. An Act to amend an act relative to 
associations to construct lines of Telegraph, approved December 
27, 1856, 
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Was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on 
to morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled, An Act concerning Sheriffs and Coro- 
ners, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act in relation to the diflferent lines of 
Railroad encouraged by an act approved January 6, 1855, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the name of the Town 
of Jasper to that of Sevilla, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time bj its 
title, and, on motion of Mr. Frink, laid on the table. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to consolidate the offices of Tax 
Assessor and Collector and Sherifi* in the county of Sumter, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act regulating the 
sale of real estate by Executors and Administrators, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act allowing two Judges of the Su- 
preme Court to hold a court in the absence of the third Judge, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of 
Constable's fees for summoning Juries of Inquest and attendance on 
the same. 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Bird was allowed to introduce,, 
according to previous notice, a bill to be entitled an act to authorize 
Minor Walker, of Jefferson county, to manage his own estate ; 

Which was read the first time and ordered to be read a second 
time on to-morrow. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Church was also allowed to 
introduce, according to previous notice, a bill to be entitled, an act 
to change the name of Andrew J. Revells, wles, of Madison county, 
to that of Andrew J. Duncan ; 

Which was read the first tun^, and ordered to a second reading 
on to-morrow* 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Brevard was allowed to give 
notice that he will, on some future day, ask leave to introduce a 
bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Haley T. Blocker ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John M. Hill . 
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A bill to be entitled an act to require Justices of the Peace to 
give bond, 

Was read the first time and ordered lor a second reading on to- 
morrow. , 

A Committee from the Senate appeared and announced that 
Messrs. Baker, Eppos and Baldwin had been appointed a Commit- 
tee on the part of the Senate to act with a similar Committee on the 
part of the House, to enquire into and report as to the present situa- 
tion and condition of the State Library, and how far the act as to 
public property, approved January 15th, 1859, has been complied 
with. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent the killing of slock in cer- 
tain cases. 

Was read the first time and ordered to bo read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
enable executors, administrators and guardians to sell the real estate 
of infants, approved January 23d, 1851, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow the State of Florida peremp- 
tory challenges in certain cases. 

Was read the first time and ordered lor a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Allen Gibson, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend the laws of this State 
relating to Divorce, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act in addition to an act concerning 
Dower, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A committee from the Senate appeared and announced that 
Messrs. Baker, McElvy, Baldwin, Lamar and Eppes had been ap- 
pointed a Committee on the part of the Senate to act with a similar 
committee on the part of the House on the subject of our Federal 
Relations. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Gibbs 
Smith, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Frisbj, 
8 
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Was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on 
to morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled. An Act concerning SherifTs and Coro- 
nerf», 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act in relation to the difi^erent lines of 
Railroad encouraged by an act approved January 6, 1855, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the name of the Town 
of Jasper to that of Sevilla, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time hj fts 
title, and, on motion of Mr. Frink, laid on the table. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to consolidate the ofiices of Tax 
Assessor and Collector and Sherifi'in the county of Sumter, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act regulating the 
sale of real estate by Executors and Administrators, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act allowing two Judges of the Su- 
preme Court to hold a court in the absence of the third Judge, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of 
Constable's fees for summi>ning Juries of Inque6t and attendance on 
the same. 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time oa 
to-morrow. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Bird was allowed to introduce,, 
according to previous notice, a bill to be entitled an act to authorize 
Minor Walker, of Jefferson county, to manage his own estate ; 

Which was lead the first time and ordered to be read a second 
time on to-morrow. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Church was also allowed to 
introduce, according to previous notice, a bill to be entitled, an act 
to change the name of Andrew J. Revells, wles, of Madison county, 
to that of Andrew J. Duncan ; 

Which was read the first tim^, and ordered to a second reading 
on to-morrow* 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Brevard was allowed to give 
notice that he will, on some future day, ask leave to introduce a 
bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Haley T, Blocker ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John M. Hill . 
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A bill to be entitled an act to require Justices of the Peace to 
give bond, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. , 

A Committee from the Senate appeared and announced that 
Messrs. Baker, Eppes and Baldwin had been appointed a Commit- 
tee on the part of the Senate to act with a similar Committee on the 
part of the House, to enquire into and report as to the present situa- 
tion and condition of the State Library, and how far the act as to 
public property, approved January 15th, 1859, has been complied 
with. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent the killing of siock in cer- 
tain cases. 

Was read the first time and ordered to bo read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
enable executors, administrators and guardians to sell the real estate 
of infants, approved January 23d, 1851, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow the State of Florida peremp- 
tory challenges in certain cases. 

Was read the first time and ordered lor a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Allen Gibson, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend the laws of this State 
relating to Divorce, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act in addition to an act concerning 
Dower, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A committee from the Senate appeared and announced that 
Messrs. Baker, McElvy, Baldwin, Lamar and Eppes had been ap- 
pointed a Committee on the part of the Senate to act with a similar 
committee on the part of the House on the subject of our Federal 
Relations. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Gibbs 
Smith, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Frisbj, 
8 



58 

Was read the first lime and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow.J 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Aaron Geiger of Clay- 
County, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to— morrow. 

The Speaker announced the re-organization of the Standing 
Committees of the House as follows : 

STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE. 



Committee on Judiciary. 

Messrs. GETTIS, 

DAVIDSON, 

BREVAKD, 

GILLIS, 

MUNE". 

On Claims. 
Messrs. KEISTAN, 
McNEILL/ 
BARRETT, 
ERENK, 
McKlNNON. 

On Agriculture. 
Messrs. COFFEE, 

WHITFIELP, 
EVANS, 
BRINSON, 
RICHARDSON. 



On Commerce iSf Navigation. 
Messrs. MUNN, 

McNEDLL, 
RICHARDSON, 
MALONEY, 
BARRETT. 

On Finance JSf Public Accounts. 
Messrs. COFFEE, 
MICKLER, 
PEACOCK, 
BARRETT, 
HUGHEY. 



On Militia. 
1. BREVARD, 
FRINK, 
WHITE, 
McKINNON, 
CHURCH. 



On Propositions <Sf Grievances. On Elections. 

Messrs. CHRISTIE, Messrs. GILLIS, 

WHITE, DAVIDSON, 

JOHNSTON, INGRAM, 

MUNN, BROXSON, 

MANNING. CLYATT. 

On Corporations. On Federal Relations, 

Messrs. INGRAM, Messrs. BIRD, 

MALONEY, STARKE, 

WILLIAMS of Leon, BREVARD/ 



DAVIDSON, 
McNEILL. 



BARRETT, 
ROBERTS, 



On Internal Improvements. 

Messrs. WHITFIELD, 
GETnS, 
TOGT, 
BKEVAED, 
DAVEDSOK 

On Engrossed BiUs. 

Messrs. VOGT, 
ERWm, 
TON, 
MALOl^T, 

mcKs. 

On Enrolled Bills. 

Messrs. KOBINSOK 
LEIGH, 
CAMPBELL, 
HUNT, 
GILLIS. 

On State Lands. 

Messrs. YOGT, 

CHURCH, 
HEEEMANS, 
GILLIS, 
WIGGLNS. 



59 

On Schools 4* Colleges. 

Messrs. WILLIAMS of Leon, 
MALONEY, 
MANNING, 
HEEEMANS, 
McCRAEY. 

On Indian Affairs. 

Messrs. McNEILL, 
BEEVAED, 
WIGGINS, 
BISSELL, 
HEEEMANS. 

On State of the CommanwedUh. 

Messrs. GILLIS, 

WILLIAMS of Esc., 

PEACOCK, 

WHITE, 

BIED. 

On Taxation and Revenue. 

Messrs. WIGGINS, 
CLYATT, 
DAVIDSON, 
CHEISTIE, 
EOBmSON. 



On motion of Mr. Barrett, 80 copies of the Standing Committees 
were ordered to be printed for the use of the members. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 



SATURDAY, December 3d, 1859. 



The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present. 
Rev. Mr. Branch officiated as Chaplain. 

Mr. Vogt moved that the reading of the journal of yesterday be 
dispensed with ; 

Whicli uioticin was adopted. 

Mr. Gaibraith, according to previous notice, introduced a bill to 



60 

be entitled an act to provide for the consolidation of the Statutes 
and the compilation of a Code of Laws for this State ; 
Which was placed among the orders of the day. 
Notice of the introduction of bills at some future day was given 
by the following gentlemen, viz : 
By Mr. Richardson : 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow spiritons liquors to be drank 
where sold, in the counties of Jackson and Wakulla. 
By Mr. Galbraith : 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to the Gulf City and Inte- 
rior Railroad Company and the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad 
Company. 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, j 
December 2d, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bill : 
A bill to be entitled an act to change the boundary line between 
Columbia and Suwannee counties — and I herewith present the peti- 
tion also. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which M'as read and the bill placed among the orders of the. day. 
The rule having been waived, Mr. McNeill was allowed to intro- 
duce, without previous notice, a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of Josiah Gates and others, and for other purposes^ 
Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the time of holding the Cirr 
cuit Court in the counties of Hamilton and Taylor, in the Middle 
Circuit of Florida, 

Was read the first time and ordered to bo engrossed lor a third 
reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize John S. Addison, a minor, 
to assume the management of his own estate. 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Board of Education 
of the State Seminary West of the Suwannee to confer Collegiate 
Degrees, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entided an act in relation to interest, 
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Was read the second time and, on motion of Mr, Gillis, laid on 
the table. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Barrett, from a Select Com- 
mittee, made the folio wiug report : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred the memorial of R. 

R. Rushing and fifty other citizens'of Duval county, praying for tho 

« enactment ot a law to prevent the shooting of game, &;c., on tho 

Sabbath day in said county, beg leave respectfully to present iho 

accompanjang bill as their report and recommend its passage. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F. C. BARRETT, Chairman, 
JOHN M. F. ERWIN, 
LUCIUS A. CHURCH. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Eliza- 
beth Dean, late of Duval county, deceased. 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Barrett moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
the Judicial y; 

Which motion was adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Minor W, Walker, of Jef- 
ferson County, to assume tho management of his own estate, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Supreme Court to es- 
tablish Rules in Chancery Practice, 

Was read the second time and on motion referred to the Com^ 
. mittee ^n the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act foi^lie relief of Isaac N. Shepard, 
Guardian of the minor heirs of HWiry M. Shepard, late of Gadsden 
Dounty, deceased; and 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepherd, of 
Gadsden county. 

Were severally read, on motion of Mr. Davidson, by their titles, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the laws of this State in 
relation to Hawkers and Pedlars and Itinerant Traders, 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Erwin moved to amend by striking out that portion of the 
first section which excepts those peddling Books and Charts ; 

Which motion was adopted, and the bill as amended ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Interest, 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Gillis moved to amend by adding the following section : 

Sec. Be it further enacted. That it shall be lawful for all billn 
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and promissory not having more than three months to run, to draw- 
not more than at the rate of fifteen per cent, per annum where the 
rate of interest shall be specified in writing in such bills and promis- 
sory notes ; 

Which motion was lost. 

Ordered that the bill be engrossed for a third reading on Mon- 
day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to in- 
corporatoxthe city of Atseena Otie, 

Was read the second time, 

Mr. Clyatt moved that the blank in the second section be filled 
with " one hundred dollars." 

Which was adopted. 

Ordered that the bill as amended be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce and Navigation. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the manner of making 
returns by executors, administrators and guardians in this State, 

Was read the second time, and, on motion of Mr. Davidson, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow additional compensation to 
County Commissioners, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Records, 

Was read the second time and, on motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to define the liability of endorsers 
of promissory notes and other instruments, and to place them on the 
same footing with securities, 

Was read the second time, and, on motion of Mr. Munn, referred ' 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Cynthia 
Jane Burdock to Cynthia Jane Willis, 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading ou 
Monday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act relative to asso- 
ciations to construct lines of Telegraph, approved December 27, 
1856, 

Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading on 
Monday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act concerning Sheriffs and Coroners, 

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. Munn, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act in relation ib the different lines of 
Railroads encouraged by the act approved January 6, 1855, 

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. Whitfield, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Internal Improvements. 
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Senate bill to be entitled an act to consolidate the offices of Tax 
Assessor and Collector and Sheriff in the county of Sumtur, 

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. Johnston, laid 
on the table. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act regulating the 
sale of Real Estate by Executors and Administrators, 

Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading on 
Monday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act allowing two Judges of the Su- 
preme Court to hold a court in the absence of the third Judge, 

Was read the third time, and on motion of Mr. Williams of Leon, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of 
constable's fees for summoning juries of inquest, and attendii g on 
the same. 

Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading on 
Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to require Justices of the Peace to 
give bonds. 

Was read the third time, and on motion of Mr. Whitfield, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent the killing of stock in cer- 
tain cases. 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
enable executors, administrators and guardians to sell the real estate 
of infants, approved January 23d, 1851, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow the State of Florida peremp^ 
tory challenges in certain cases. 

Was read the second time and, on motion of Mr. Whitfield, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Allen Gibson, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend the laws of this Stat& 
relating to Divorce, 

Was read the second time, and, on motion of Mr. Munn, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Andrew J. 
Revells, of Madison county, to that of Andrew J. Duncan, 

Was read the second time, and, on motion of Mr. Church, re- 
ferred to a Select Committee of five, consisting of Messrs. Churchy 
White, Smith, Wiggins and McNeill. 
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A bill to be entitled an act in addition to an act .concerning 
Dower, 

Was read the second time, and, on motion of Mr. Munn, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Gibbs 
Smith to that of George Gary Smith, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Frisby, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Aaron Geiger of Clay 
County, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the Boandary Line 
between Columbia and Suwannee Counties, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Barrett moved that the rule be waived to allow him to move 
that a committee of three be appointed to confer with a similar com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate, to enquire into and report as to the 
present situation and condition of the State Library, and how far the 
act as to fublic property, approved January 15th, 1859, has been 
complied with ; 

Which motion was carried, and the Speaker appointed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen as said committee, viz ; Messrs. Barrett, Williams 
of Leon and Ingram. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the consolidation of the 
Statutes and the compilation of a Code of Laws tor this State, 

Was read first time, rule waived, read a second time by its title, 
and on motion of Mr. Ingram, seventy copies thereof ordered to be 
printed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for*the relief of Josiah Gates and 
others, and for other purposes. 

Was read first time, rule waived, read a second time by its title, 
and on motion of Mr. McNeill referred to the Committee on Militia. 

Mr. Vogt moved that iVIr. McNeill be appointed on the Commit- 
tee on the Militia, in ,the absence of Mr. McKinnon, for the conside- 
ration of said bill ; 

Whicb motion was adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent the unnecessary use of fire 
arms in Duval county on the Sabbath day. 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on 
Monday. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Galbraith was allowed to in- 
troduce, without previous notice, 
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A bill to be entitled an act to empower Charles Maltby West, d, 
minor, of Leon county, to assume the management of his own estate ; 
and 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Susan M. Croora, a 
minor of Leon county, to assume the management of her own 
estate ; 

Which were severally read the first time and ordered for a second 
reading on Monday. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 10 o'clock, Monday morn- 
ing. 



MONDAY, December 5th, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present. 

The Rev. Mr. Branch officiated as Chaplain, 

On motion of Mr. Gettis the reading of the Journal of Saturday's 
proceedmgs was dispensed with. 

Mr. Robinson presented the certificate of election of Allen H. 
Bush to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of John W. 
McCrary, of Jackson county ; 

Which was received, and on motion Mr. Bush was duly 
sworn in as a member of the House by F. C. Barrett, Esq., Notary 
Public. 

Mr. Gillis moved that a committee bo appointed to ascertain and 
report the cost of having all the acts of this session, of a general na- 
ture, (omitting local and private acts,) printed in pamphlet form, 
and a copy mailed, postage paid, to each of the Clerks of the Cir- 
cuit Courts, to each member of this General Assembly, and to every 
editor of a newspaper in the Stale, within fifteen days after the ad- 
journment of this session ; 

Which motion was adopted, and the Speaker appointed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen as said Committee, viz : Messrs. Gillis, Bissell and 
Williams of Escambia. 

Notice of the introduction of bills at some future day was given 
by the following gentlemen, viz : 

By Mr. Smith : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to divide the county 
of Duval and organize a new county to bo called Clay county, 
passed December 27th, 1858 ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Ozias Buddington. 

By Mr. Starke : 

A bill to be entitled an act to unite the offices of Judge of Pro- 
bate and Clerk of the Circuit Court in Volusiii county. 
9 ^ 
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By Mr. Barrett: 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the seventh section of the 
thirteenth article of the Constitution of this State; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the eighth section of the 
thirteenth article of the Constitution of this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the third section of the 6tb 
article of the Constitution of this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for filling vacancies in cer- 
tain offices in certain cases. 

By Mr. Clyatt : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Simon Edwards. 

By Mr. Yon : 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize A. B. Caroway to estab- 
lish a Ferry across the Apalachicola river at Caroway Landing ; 

A bill to be entitled an act repealing certain acts now in force in 
relation to County Officers of Calhoun County. 

By Mr. Brinson : 

A bill to be entitled an act to require Physicians and Surgeons 
to file certified copies of their Diplomas. 

By Mr. Gettis : 

A bill to be entitled an act to create and organize the county of 
Perry; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of the heirs of James 
:E. Hendry, deceased. 

By Mr. Brevard : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled " An Act 
concerning the Agencies of Banks of other States located in this 
State.'' 

Mr. Johnston, in accordance with previous notice, introduced a 
bill to be entitled an act for the payment of the Florida Volunteers 
called into service under the requisition of the Governor of this 
State for services rendered previous to their being mustered in 
during the year 1856; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, the following bills were introduced 
without previous notice: 

By Mr. Gillis : 

A bill to be entitled an act making the first Monday in each 
month a sale day for property under execution ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating the method of drawing and 
summoning Juries. 

By Mr. Williams of Leon : 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower David Franklin Houck, a 
minor, of Leon county, to assume the management of his owu 
estate. 

By Mr. McKinnon : 
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A bill to be entitled an act to enforce the payment of Public 
Moneys withheld by Defaulters. 
By Mr. Bird : 

A bill to be entitled ail act to empower William W. Tucker, of 
Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own estate ; 
Which bills were placed among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Mickler, in pursuance to previous notice, introduced a bill to 
be entitled an act to amend the charter of the city of St Augnstine, 
Florida ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Brevard moved that the name of Mr. Bush be added to the 
Committee on the Judiciary ; 
Which motion was carried. 

Mr. Church, from a Select Committee made the following re- 
port: 

The Committee to whom was referred a bill to change the name 
of Andrew J. Revells, beg leave respectfully to present the accom- 
panying bill as their report, and recommend its passage. 

Respectfully, 

L. A. CHURCH, Chairman, 
JOHN G. SMITH, 
JAMES A. WIGGINS, 
S. R. WHITE, 

ARCHPD McNeill. 

Which was read, and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Charles Maltby West, a 
minor, of Leon county, to as?ume the management of his own es- 
tate, 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of 
constable's fees for summoning juries of inquest, and attendance on 
same. 

Was read the third time J and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, 
Brinson, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Coffee, 
Erwin, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, 
McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Wiggins, Williams of Es- 
cambia, Williams of Leon and Yon — 35. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 
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Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the boundary line be- 
tween Columbia and Suwannee counties. 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Peacock moved that the bill be referred to a Select Commit- 
tee of five ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as said Commit- 
tee, viz: Messrs. Peacock, Roberts, Smith, Richardson and Erwin. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the consolidation of the 
Statutes and the compilation of a Cofie of Laws for this State, 

Was read the second time by its title and, on motion, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act regulating the 
sale of real estate by Executors and Administrators, 

Was read the third time. 

Mr. Gillis moved that the rule be waived and said bill be placed 
back on its second reading and referred to tlie Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Which motion was adopted. 
• The rule having been waived, Mr. Williams of Leon moved that 
the Speaker be requested to employ some competent person to finish 
the journal of last year, and assist in writing up the journal of the 
present session ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Cynthia 
Jane Burdock to Cynthia Jane Willis, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Broxson, Bush, 
Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Hunt, Johnston, McKinnon, McNeill, Rich- 
ardson, Roberts, Smith, Vogt, White and Williams of Leon — 19. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Brevard, Campbell, Christie, Erwin, 
Evans, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Ingram, Mickler, Munn, 
Nicks, Peacock, Robinson, Starke, Whitfield, Williams of Escambia 
and Yon— 20. 

So the bill was lost. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act relative to As- 
sociations to construct Lines of Telegraph, approved December 27, 
1856, 

Came up on its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the bill was placed back on its second 
reading and referred to the Committee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Susan M. Croom, a minor, 
of Leon County, to assume the management of her own estate. 
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Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act making the first Monday in each month 
a sale day for property under execution. 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating the method of Drawing and 
Sumn[K)ning Juries, 

Was read the fisrt time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower David Franklin Houck, a 
minor, of Leon County, to assume the management of his own 
estate, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to enforce the payment of Public Mon- 
eys withheld by Defaulters, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent the unnecessary use of fire 
arms in DuvaljCounty on the Sabbath Day, 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Barrett moved that the words " Duval county " be stricken 
out, wherever they occur, and " State of Florida " be inserted ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Ordered that the bill as amended be engrossed for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the payment of the Florida Volun- 
teers called into service under the requisition of the Governor of 
this State for services rendered previous to their being mustered in 
during the year 1856, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by ita 
title and, on motion of Mr. Johnston, referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the charter of the city of St. 
Augustine, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on toi 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Andrew J, 
Revells, of Madison county, to that ot Andrew J. Duncan, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower William W. Tucker, of 
Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own estate. 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to* 
morrow. 

The following message was received from the Senate ; 
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Senate Chamber, ) 
December 5th, 1859. ] 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bills and res- 
olution : 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Sarah Keziah 
Johnson to Amelia Ann Emiline Johnson ; 

A bill to be entitled an net for the relief of Noah P. Suggs, of 
Lafayette county ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize William J. Tucker, a 
minor, to assume the management of his own estate, and to contract 
and be contracted with ; ^ 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize George W. Martin to es- 
tablish a ferry across the Suwannee River at Fayetteville ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to correct an error in the printed act 
entitled an act to incorporate the city of Lake city; and 

Resolution relative to the establishment of the boundary line be- 
tween the State of Georgia and the State of Florida. 
Very respectfnlly, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 

Which was read, and the accompanying bills and resolutioa 
placed among the orders of the day. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Noah P. Suggs, of 
Lafayette county, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize William J. Tucker, a 
minor, to assume the management of his own estate, and to contract 
and be contracted with, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senatp resolution relative to the establishment of the boundary 
line between the States of Georgia and Florida, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and on motion referred to the Committee on Federal Relations, 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize George W. Martin 
to establish a ferry across the Suwannee River, at Fayetteville, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for .a second reading on to* 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Sarah 
Keziah Johnson to Amelia Ann Emiline Johnson, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 
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Senate IJll to be entitled an act to correct an error in the printed 
act entitled an act to incorporate the city of Lake City, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Galbraith was allowed to in- 
troduce the following bill, according to previous notice : 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to the Gulf Citv and In- 
terior Railroad Company and the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad 
Company ; 

Which was read the first time by its title and ordered for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. McNeill moved that the rule be waived so as to allow him to 
move that the motion referring the bill to be entitled an act for the 
payment of the Florida Volunteers called into service under the 
requisition of the Governor of this State for services rendered pre- 
vious to their being mustered in during the year 1856 to the Com- 
mittee on |Claims be reconsidered, and that the same be referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Public Accounts ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion, the House adjourned until to morrow morning, 10 
o'clock. 



TUESDAY, December 6, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present 

Rev. Mr. Branch officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Ingram, the reading of the journal of yesterday's 
proceedings was dispensed with. 

Mr. Coffee moved that Mr. Smith be added to the Committee on 
Finance and Public Accounts ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Evans moved, that the vote on yesterday on Senate bill to be 
entitled an act to change the name of Cynthia Jane Burdock to 
Cynthia Jane Wills, be reconsidered ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Barrett, in accordance with previous notice, introduced the 
following bill : 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for filling vacancies in cer- 
tain ofi[ices in certain cases ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Evans moved that a committee of three be appointed to wait 
on the Senate and request the return to the House of a bill to be en- 
titled an act to change the name of Cynthia Jane Burdock to Cyn- 
thia Jane Willis ; 



72 

Which motion was adopted, and the Speaker appointed Messrs. 
Evans, Yon and Gillis said committee. 

Mr. Bush gave notice that he would ask leave, at some future day, 
to introduce the following bills: ^ 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Judicial Proceedings ; 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Criminal Proceedings; 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Fees and Costs ; 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Sheriffs ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the several Acts in relation 
to Roads. 

The following bills were introduced, in accordance to previous 
notice, viz : 

By Mr. Gillis: 

A bill to be entitled an act to reduce the taxes assessed for the 
State, and to provide for the payment of jnrors, state witnesses, post 
mortem examinations, and expenses of criminal prosecutions by tho 
several counties. 

By Mr. Brinson : 

A bill to be entitled an act to require physicians and surgeons to 
file certified copies of their diplomas. 

By Mr. Yon : 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize A. B. Caraway to estab- 
lish a ferry across the Apalachicola River ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act repealing certain acts passed in rela- 
tion to the county officers of Calhoun cotmty. 

By Mr. Smith: 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
divide the county of Duval, and organize a new county to be called 
Clay County, approved December 31st, 1858. 

ByMr. Gettis: 

A bill to be entitled an act to create and organize the county of 
Perry. 

Which bills were placed among the orders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Bush was allowed, without 
previous notice, to introduce the following bills : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to entitled " an act to 
secure certain rights to married women ;" and 

A l?ill to be entitled an act to afford rules for the construction of 
deeds and wills in certain cases ; 

Which were placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr; Galbraith introduced a resolution relative to the office of Reg- 
ister of United States Lands at Tallahassee, 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. ' 

Mr. Whitfield introduced a resolution for the relief of the Comp- 
troller of the State ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 
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Mr. Vogf, from the Committee on Engrossed bills, made the fol* 
lowing report: 

Tiie Committee on Engrossed Bills report the following bills ai 
correct!}^ engrossed: 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to en* 
able Executors^ Administrators and Guardians to sell the Real Es^ 
tate of infants, approved January 23, 1851 ; 

A bi.l to be entitled an act to prevent the killing of Stock in cer* 
tain cases; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Aaron Geiger, of 
Clay county ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Minor W» Walker of Jef- 
ferson County to assume the management of his own estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Allen Gibson ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the laws of this State in re* 
lation to Hawkers and Pedlars and Itinerant Traders ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow additional compensation to 
County Commissioners ; 

A bill to be entitled, An Act to change the times of holding the 
Circuit Court in the Counties of Hamilton and Taylor^ in the Mid* 
die Circuit of the State of Florida; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Frisby 
to that of George Reuben Frisby ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Gibbs 
Smith to that of George Garey Smith ; 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Interest; 

A bill to be entitled, An Act to authorize the Board of Education 
of the State Seminary West of the Suwanne to confer Collegiate 
Degrees ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing John S. Addison, a minor> 
of Marion county, to assume the management of his own estate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. A. VOGT, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Geitis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the follow* 
ing report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to allow the State of Florida peremptory challen* 
ges in certain criuiinal cases, have had the same under consideration^ 
and ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That in their opinion, the bill should be amended by striking out 
the word *' Five'' in the seventh line of the first section and instead 
10 



ih^Feof icfsert the word " Three," and with this amendment they re- 
commend that the bill do pass. 

AW of which is respectfully submitted, 

JAMES GETTIS, Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompanjing h\\\ placed among the or- 
drs of the day, 

Mr. Gollis, from the same commkteey made the following reports 

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a bill to- 
te entitled an act (o require Justices of the Peace togtve IJond have 
had the same nndey consideration,, arul beg leave k> 

REPORT: 

That in their opinion, the bill should be amende(» by adding at 
the close of the third section, as follows: ** Unless the party ap- 
plying for such service shall first make oath in writing that he is to- 
tally wnable to pay for the sei-vice," and M'ith this aRiendment they 
jeeommend that the bill do pass. 

RespeetfulFy submitted, 

JAMES GETTIS, Chairman. 

Whfich was read,, and the aceompanying bill placed among tb^ 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Coffee, from the Committee on Finance and Public Ac- 
counts, made the following report : 

The Committee on Finance and Public Accounts, to whom wa» 
referred a bill to be entitled an act for the payment of the Florida 
volunteers, called into service under the requisition of the Governor 
of this State, for services rendered previous to their being mustered 
in during the year 1856, 

REPORT: 

They have had the same u-nder consideration, and recommend tbe 
bill do pass. 

C.C.COFFEE, 
Chairman Committee on Finance and Public Accounts. 

Whieh was read, and the accompanymg bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Gillis, from a Select Committee, made the following report r 

The undersigned, the special committee appointed to ascertain 
and report the cost of having all the acts of this session of a general 
nature, (omitting local and private acts,) printed m pamphlet form, 
and a copy mailed, postage paid, to each of the Clerks of the Cir- 
cuit Courts, to each member of this General Assembly, and to every 
editor of a newspaper in the State, within fifteen days after the ad- 
journment o£this session, have discharged the duty assigned to iheni, 
»ud 



REPORT: 

That the cost for one hundred and fifty copies, (about the required 
fiumher,) will be from one dollar and fifty cents to two dollars per 
page — and assuming that tlteve wHl be about the same number of 
paj^es of general acts passed at the present session as at the last, 
Si\y between twenty -five and thirty pages, the cost will not exceed 
sixty dollars, and may be less, for the ©ne hundred and fifty copies. 
Respectfully subnoitted, 

/ C. GILLIS, 
T. BISSELL, 
WM. L. WILLIAMS. 
Which was read. 

The following message was received from the Senat^^: 

Senate Chamber, 
December 6th, 1659. 
Hon. John R Galbhaitfi, 

Speaker of the House of Rrprcf^nfativcs : 
SiK". The Senate has this day pas^^cd the following bills, viz: 
A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Guardians, Administrators 
and Executors to invest the moneys of Wards, Testators and Intes- 
tates, of Leon county, in the Railroad Bonds of said county; 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize William F. Green, of 
Oadsden county, to contract and be contracted with ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act Jo correct an error in a piinted bilj en- 
tilled an act to create the counties of* Suwannee and N«w Riv^er- 

Very respect.fuily, 

J. K BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accompanying bills |)laced among the 
orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY, 

A bill to be entitied an act making the first Monday in eacli 
month a sale day for propertj' under execution. 

Was read the second time, and, oa motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating the method of <lrawing and 
isummoning Juries, 

M'^as read the second time, and, on motion, referred to tbe Com* 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The Select Committee, appointed to wait on the Senate and re- 
quest the return to the House of Senate bill to be entitled an act to 
change the name of Cynthia Jane Burdock to Cynthia Jane Willis, 
reported that they had performed the duty assigned them ajid wera 
discharged. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to empower David Franklin Houck to 
assame the management of his own estate. 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to enforce the payment of Pubh'o 
Moneys withheld by Defaulters, 

Was read the second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bush, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Charter of the city of 
St. Augustine^ Florida, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower William W. Tucker, of 
Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own estate, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the frelief of Noah P. Suggs, 
of Lafayette county, 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize William J. Tucker, 
a minor, to assume the nanagement of his own estate, and to con- 
tract and be contracted with. 

Was read the second time i ni ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

S^^nate bill to be entitled an act to authorize George W. Martin 
to establish a Ferry across the Suwannee river at Fayette ville. 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Sarah 
Keziah Johnson to Amelia Ann Emeline Johnson, 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to correct an error in the printed 
act entitled an act to incorporate the City of Lake City, 

Was read the second lime and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act as to granting Retail Licenses in the 
county of Sumter, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to enable 
executors, administrators and guardians to sell the real estate of in- 
fants, approved January 23d, 1851, 

Came up on its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Davidson, the bill was placed back on its sec- 
ond reading and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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Engrogsed bill to be entitled an act to prevent the killing of Stock 
in certain cases. 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Broxson, 
Bush, Campbell, Christie, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Manning, Mc- 
Kinnon, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, fe>tarke, 
Vogt, White, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Escambia, Williams 
of Leon and Yon — 35. 

Na>s — Messrs. Cljatt and McNeill — 2. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Aaron Geiger of Clay 
county. 

Was read the third time. 

Mr. Davidson moved that the bill be placed back on its second 
reading and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to authorize Minor W. 
Walker, of Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own 
estate. 

Was read the third time and, on the question of its passage, the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Bnnson, Brox&on, Bush, 
Campbell, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
Frink, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, 
Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, Starke, Vogt, 
White, Whitfield, Wiggin>, Williams of Leon and Yon— 3L 

Nays — Messrs. Coffee, Gillis, Mickler, Nicks and Williams of 
Escambia — 5. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Allen Gibson, 

Was rf^ad the third time and on the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Broxson^ 
Bush, Campbell, Christie, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Mannings 
McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Peacock, Richardson, 
Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Whitfield, Wig- 
gius, Williams of Escambia, Williams ot Leon and Yon-— 40. 

Nay — Mr. Ingram — L 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Starke was allowed to intro- 
duce, in accordance with previous notice, a bill to be entitled an aet 
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to iinite the offices of Judge of Probate and Clerk of the Circuit 
Court in Vnlusia County; 

Which was placed anionjo: the orders of the day. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act lo amend the laws of this 
State in relation to Hawkers and Pedlars and Itinerant Traders, 

Was read the third time. 

Mr. Bush moved that the bill be placed back on its second read- 
ing and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; 

Whirh motion was adopted. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to allow additional compensa- 
tion to County Commissioners, 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage, the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Sjioaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brevard, Brinson, Broxson, 
Bush, Campbell, Christie, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Frink, 
Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, McKinnon, Mickler, Nicks, 
Peacock, Richardson, Robinson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Wig- 
gins, Williams of Escambia, Williams ol Leon and Yon — 32. 

Nays — Messrs. Bird, Gettis, Manning and Whitfield — 4. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senat*^. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow the Stale of Floiida peremp- 
tory challenges in certain cases. 

Came up on its second reading. 

Mr. Whitfield moved that the amendment proposed by the Judi- 
ciary Committee be amended, by substituting *' eight" lor " three," 
in the seventh line of the first section, as recommended by that 
Committee ; 

On which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Barrett and Vogt, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Christie, 
Church, Coffee, Evans, Frink, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Manning, 
McKinnon, Nicks, Peacock, Smith, Vogt, White, Whitfield, Wig- 
gins, Williams of Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon — 24, 

Nays — Messrs. Bissell, Brevard, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Cly- 
att, Davidson, Erwin, Gettis, Gillis, Hughey, McNeill, Mickler, 
Munn, Richardson, Robinson and Starke — 17. 

So the motion was adopted, and the report of the committee as 
amended concurred in. 

Ordered that the bill as amended be engrossed for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to require Justices of the Peace to 
give Bonds, 

Came up on its second reading. 

The amendment proposed by the Committee on the Judiciary 
was concurred in, and the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 
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Eiigrn8sed bill to be entitled an ftct to change tLe name of 
George Frisby, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Brin««on, Broxson, Bosh, Church, Cl>att, 
Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Getlis, Hunt, Manning, 
McKinnon, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, Richardson, Robinson, Smith, 
Vogt, White, Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 25. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Campbell, 
Christie, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Ingram., McNeill, Munn, Starke, 
Whitfield, Williams of Escambia and Yon— lt>. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to change the time of holding 
the Circuit Courts in the counties of Hamilton and Taylor, in the 
Middle Judicial Circuit of Florida, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, Broxson, Bush, 
Campbell, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
Frink, Gillis, Heerman, Hunt, Ingrain, Manning, McKinnon, Mc- 
Neill, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, P<»acock, Richardson Rohinson, 
Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of 
Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon — 38. 

Nays — None.* 

So th? bill passed-— title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George 
Gibbs Smith to that of Georgi Garey Smith, • 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon which 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Broxson, Bush, Christie, 
Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Hunt, 
Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Richardson, Robinson, 
Smith, Vogt, White, Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of Leon— 26. 

Nays — Messrs, Bissell, Campbell, Gillis, Heermans, Williams of 
Escambia and Yon — 6. 

So the bill passed-— title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate* 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize John S. Addison, a minor, 
of Marion county, to assume the management of his own estate. 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage, upon which tbo 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brox- 
son, Bush, Churxsh, Clyatt, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Man- 
ning, McKinnon, Peacock, Richardson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, 
Whitfield, Wiggin% Williams of Leon and Yon— 25. 
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Nays^-^Messrs. Brinson^ Coffee, Gillis, Heermans, Ingram, Mick* 
ler, Robinson and Williams of Escambia-^S. 

Sc the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Board of Education 
of the Slate Seminary west of the Suwannee to confer Degrees, &c.. 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon which the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bisselt, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Chnstie, Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, 
Erwin, Evans, Gettis, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Manning, McKin- 
non, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Robinson, 
Smith, Starke, Vogt, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Escambiai 
"Williams of Leon and Yon — 35. 

Mays— None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be ed titled an act to reduce the Taxes assessed for the 
State, and to provide for the payment of Jurors, State Witnesses, 
post moitem examinations, and expenses of Criminal Prosecutions, by 
the several counties. 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and on motion, referred to the Committee on Taxation and 
Revenue. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize William F. Green, of 
Gadsden county, to contract and be contracted with. 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to correct an error in a printed 
bill entitled an act to create the counties of Suwannee and New 
River, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Interest, 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon which 
the vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Bush, Campbell, Clyatt, David- 
son, Erwin, Evans, Gillis, Peacock, Smith, Williams of Leon and 
Yon— 13. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Brevard, Brinson, Broxson, 
Church, Coffee, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Manning, Mc- 
Kitinon, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Richardson, Starke, White, 
Whitfield and Williams of Escambia— 22. 

So the bill was lost. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to the Gulf City and In- 
terior Railroad Company and the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad 
Company, 
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Whs read the second time by its title and^ on motion, referred tO 

the Comaiittee on Corpoi aliens. 

Mr. Ingram moved that 80 copies of the same be printed; 

Which motion was lost. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create and organize the coanty of 
Perry, 

Was read the first time, rule waived) read a second time by its 
ti le and referred to the Committee on Taxation and Revenue. 

A bill to be entitled an act repealing certain acts passed in rela* 
tion to the officers of Calhoun county, • 

Was read the first time^ rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and ordered to he engrossed for a third reading on to morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize A. B. Carraway to estab 
lish a ferry acros-j the Apalachicola river, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to* 
morrow. 

A resolution for the relief of the Comptroller of the State, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow spiritous liquors to be drank 
whore sold in the counties of Jackson and Wakulla, 

Was read the ^rst time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to di* 
vide the county of Duval and organize a new- county to be called 
Clay county, approved by the Governor Dec. 31st, 1858, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to require Physicians and Surgeons to 
file certified copies of their Diplomas, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for filling vacancies in cer* 
tain offices in certain cases. 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to he entitled an act for the payment of the Florida Volun- 
teers called into service under the requisition of the Governor of this 
State, for services rendered previous to being mustered in during 
the years 1855,-6, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engfossed for a third • 
reading on to morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize Guardians, Admin- 
istrators and Execntord, to invest the monies of Wards, Testators 
and Intestates of Leo.'i County in the Uailroad Bonds of said 
County, 

11 
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Was rfead tb« first time, role waived, read a second time by its 
title and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to afford a rule for iho construction 
of wills and deeds in certain cases, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to unite the offices of Judge of Pro- 
bate and Clerk of the Circuit Court in Volusia County, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to se- 
cure certain rights to married women, 

Was read the first lime, rule waived, read a second tin>e by its 
title, and on motion referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, 80 copies thereof were ordered to be 
printed. 

A resolution relative to the oflfice of Register of the United States 
Lands at Tallahassee, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Gettis wasalLowed to introduce^ 
according to previous notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of the heirs of James 
E. Hendry, deceased; 

Which was read tlfe first time and ordered to be read a second 
time on tomorrow. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Brevard was allowed to intro- 
duce, according to previous notice, a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend an act entitled an act concerning the agencies of Banks of 
other States located in this Slate, 

Which was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time 
by its title, and referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Erwin, Davidson, Bush, Brevard and Manning. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow 
niorninff. 



WEDNESDAY, December 7th, 1859, 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present 
Rev. Mr. Branch officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday was dispensed 
with. 
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Mr. Vogt, from the Committee oa Engrossed Bills, made the fol- 
lowing Report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills report the following bills as 
correctly engrossed : 

A brll to be entiti^'d an act to empower Ciiarles Maltbv West, a 
minor, of Leon County, to assume the management of his own 
estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Siisan M. Croom, a minor, 
of Leon County, to assume the management of her own estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to changft the name of Andrew J. 
Revells, of Madison county, lo that of Andrew J. Duncan ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent the unnecessary use of fire- 
arms in the State of Florida, on the Sabbath day ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Charter of the City of 
St. Augustine, Florida; 

A bill to be entitled an act repealing certain acts passed in rela- 
tion to the county officers of Calhoun County ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the payment of the Florida Volun- 
teers called into service under the requisition to the Governor of this 
State for services rendered previous to their being mustered in during 
the years l855-'6; 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower David Franklin Houck to 
assume the manag«»ment of his own estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower William W. Tucker, of 
Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own estate; 

A bill to be entitled an act to require Justices of the Peace to 
give bond. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. A, VOGT, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Munn, from the Committee on Commerce and Navigation, 
made the following report: 

The Committee upon Commerce and Navigation, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act concerning pilots and pilotage at 
Cedar Kej^s, ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have had the said bill under consideration, and they 
respectfully recommend that the bill do pass. 

ROBT. D. MUNN, Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Also the foll<Aving : 

The Committee upon Commerce and Navigation to whom was 



84 

referred a bill to be entitled an act to amend an aet to incorporate 
the city of Atseena Otie, aslc leave to 

REPORT : 

That in their opinion the bill should be amended by striking out 
the word " barrel in the seventh line of section 3d, and inserting in 
lieu thereof the word *' quart," and with this amendment tbey rea* 
gpeotfullj recommend that the bill do pass. 

ROBT, D. MUNN, Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Gettis, from the Committee on the Judiciary^ made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act allowing two Judges of the Supreme Court to 
hold a court in the absence of the third Judge ; also, 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Supreme Court to 
establish rules in chancery practice ; also, 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to records ; also. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the laws of this State relat* 
ing to Divorce, 

Have had the same under consideration, and ask leave to 

REPORT 

Them back to the Flouse, and recommend their passage. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman Committee on Judiciary. 

Which was read and the accompanying bills placed among the 
orders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Williams of Escambia was al- 
lowed to introduce the following Memorial : 
To the General Assembly of the Stale of Florida ; 

Your petitioner, representing the wishes of numerous worthy citi- 
zens of this State, shows to your honorable body that the pubiio 
welfare of the State demands that a Penitentiary sliould be estab- 
lished, for the reason that in this enlightened age the death penalty 
by hanging is repulsive to the feelings of the majorityof Jurors called 
to serve in capital cases, and thus it is that the criminal often evades 
adequate punishment. Respectfully, 

VVM. L. WILLIAMS. 

Which was read, 

Mr. Williams of Escambia moved to refer the same to the Coni» 
mittee on the State of the Commonwealth ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The rule having been waived, the following bills were introduced 
without previous notice ; 
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By Mr. William? of Escambia : 

A bill to be entitled an act declaring the Perditio River naviga« 
ble; 

A bill to be entitled an ace to have a Public Weigher of Cotton in 
the Citv of Pensaeola. 

By Mr. Williams of Leon : 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Littlel)errj Manning, a 
ninor, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

Which bills were placed among th^ orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an act to aathorize Geoi^e W. Martin to 
establish a ferry across the Suwannee river at Fayetteville, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Sarah 
Kezidh Johnston tn Amelia Ann Emeline Johnston, 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on 
tc -morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize William J. Tucker, 
a minor, to assume the management of his own estate, and to con- 
tract and be contracted with, 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Noah P. Suggs, 
of Lafayette county. 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to correct an error in the printed 
act entitled an act to incorporate the city of Lake City, 

Was read the third time and, upon the question of its passage, the 
Tote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Broxsoi^, 
Bush, Campbell, Christie, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, 
Manning, McNeill, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, Richardson, Robin- 
son, Smith, White, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Escambia, Wil. 
liams of Leon and Yon — 35. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize A. B. Caraway to estab* 
lish a ferry across the Apalachicola river. 

Was read the second time and referred to a special committee of 
three, consisting of Messrs. Kenan, Campbell and Yon. 
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Engrossed Will to be entitled an act to empower Susan M. Croom, 
ft minor, of Leon county, to assunae the management of her own 
estate, 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage the 
vote was as follows : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brinson, Broxson, 
Bush, Christie, Church, Coffee, Davi^lsoo, Erwin, Evans, Frink, 
Hughey, Johnston, Kenan, Manning, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Pea- 
cock, Rohinson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, Wliite, Whitfield, WiUiama of 
Leon and Yon — 29. 

Nays — Messrs. Camphell, Gillis, Nicks, Williams of Escambia— 4. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the sacne be certified to the Senate. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Williams of Leon, was al- 
lowed to introduce*, witliout previous notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the boring of an arte- 
sian well in the capitol grounds, 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Bisstll was allowed to intro- 
duce, without previous notice, 

A bill to be en iih^d an act in relation to Mortgages; 

Which WHS placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow Spiritous Liquors to be drank 
where sold in the counties of Jackson and Wakulla^ 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Williams of Leon moved that the bill be referred to a Select 
Committee of five ; 

Which motion was adopted, and the Speaker appointed Messrs. 
Williams of Loon, Richardson, Frink, Roberts and McNeill afi said 
Committee. 

Mr. McNeill moved that Mr. Munn be added to the Committee; 

Which motion was lost 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Barrett was allowed to intro- 
duce, in accordance wiih previous notice, the following bills : 

A bill to be entitled an act still further to amend the 7th section 
of the 13th article of the Constitution of this State; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 8th section of the 13th 
article of the Constitution of this State ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 3d section of the 6lh 
article of the Constitution of this State ; 

Which were placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
divide the county of Duval and organize a new county to be called 
Clay county, approved December 31st, 1858^ 

Was read the second time and, on motion of Mr. Gillis. referred 
to a Select Committee of three, oonsistiDg of Messrs. Gillis, Smitiii 
and Ingram. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to require Physicians and Surgeons to 
file certified copies of their Diplomas, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for filling vacancies in cer- 
tain otiices in certain cases, 

Was read the second time and, on motion of Mr. Gillis, referred 
to the Committee on Elections. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Barrett was allowed to intro- 
duce without previous notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the publication of the 
name"? of certain persons with the acts of each and every session of 
the General Assembly ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to unite the otfices of Judge of Probate 
and Clerk of the Circuit Court in Volusia County, 

Was read the second time, and, on motion of Mr. Erwin, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolution relative to the ofiice of Register of the United States 
Lands at Tallahassee, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize William F. Green of 
Gadsden County, to contract an(t be contracted with, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be read a third time on 
to»morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of the heirs of the estate 
of James E. Hendry, deceased. 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act as to granting Retail Licenses in the 
county of Sumter, 

Was read the second time, and, on motion of Mr. Campbell, re- 
ferred to the Select Commiitee having charge of the hi J to be enti- 
tled an act to allow Spiritops Liquors to be drank where sold in the 
counties of Jackson and Wakulla. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to empower David Franklin 
Houck. to assume the management of his own estate. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Brox- 
Bon, Bush, Christie, Church, Coflee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, 
Hughey, Johnston, Kenan, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, 
Munn, Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Williams of Leon and 
Yon— 28. 

Nays — ^Messrs. Campbell, Hunt, Ingram, Nicks and Williams of 
fiscambia — 5. 
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So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to empower WilHam W. Tuck- 
er, of Jefferson County, to assume the manageiiient of his own es- 
tate. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinpon^ 
Broxson, Bush, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, 
liughey, Hunt, Johnston, Kenan, Manning, McKinnon. McNeill, 
Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Vogt, Whitfield, Williams of 
Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon— 29. 

Nays — Messrs. Campbell and Giliis — 2, 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the payment of the Volun- 
teers mustered into service under the requisition of the Governor of 
this State for the years 1855-6, 

Came up on its third reading, and was, on motion, referred back 
to the Committee on Engrossed Bills. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act repealing certain acts passed 
in relation to the county officers of Calhoun county. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Bush, Camp- 
bell, Erwin, Frink, Giliis, Hunt, Johnston, Kenan, Manning, Mc- 
Kinnon, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Rob- 
inson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, Whitfield, Williams of Escambia and 
Yon— 28. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate, 

Enprossed bill entitled an act to amend the charter of the city of 
St. Augustine, . . 

Was read the third time and, on motion, placed back on its 
second reading and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to prevent the unnecessary 
use of fire arms in the Slate of Florida on the Sabbath day, 

Was read the third time and, upon the question of its passage, the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Bush, Campbell, Christie, 
Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Heermans, Man- 
ning, McKinnon, Mickler, Peacock, Richardson, Robinson, Smith, 
Starke, Vogt, White, Whitfield, Williams of Escambia and Yon — 
26. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Brinson, Broxson, Gettis, Giliis, 
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Hunt, Ingram, Juhr.ston, Kenan, McNoilI, Mvnn, Roberts, Williams 
vf Leon — 13. 

So the l>iU 4>assecl — title as stated. 

Ordereil that the same be certifie(i to the Senate. 

'i'he rvile having been waived, Mr. Erwin moved that the bill to 
vonsoiidate the otiice of Judge of Probate and Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Volusia coantv, be reconsidered, v 

Which motion was adopted, and the bill Ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to change the name of An- 
drew J. Revells, of Madison comity, to that of Andrew J. Duncan, 

W^as read a ihird time and on tlie question of its passage the vote 
was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Dird, Broxson. Bush, Church, Coffee, 
Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Johnson, Kenan, Manning, Mc- 
Kinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Richardson, Robinson, Smith, 
Vogt, W^hite and Williams of Leon — ^23. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Brinson, Campbell, Christie, 
Gettis, Gillis, Ueermans, Hugbey, Hunt, Ingram, Starke, Williauis 
of Escambia and Yon — 14. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to empower diaries Maltby 
West, a minor, of Leon county, to assume the management of his 
own estate, 

Was read the third time, and qq tlie question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell^ Bnnson, Brox- 
son, Bush, Church, Cotfee, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Johnston, Kenan, 
Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richard- 
son, Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Williams of Leon and Yon— -27. 

Nays — Messrs. Campbell, Christie, Gittes, Gillis, Heormans 
Haghey, Hunt, Ingram and Williams of Escamhia — 9. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordeied that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to n^quire Ju^ices of the Peace 
to give bond, 

VVas read the third time and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Harrett, Bird, BIssell, Broxson, Chris- 
lie, Coffee, Fiink, Gettis, Gilli^, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, Mc- 
Kinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Richardson, Roberts, Vogt, 
Wi^'gin!=, Williams of Leon and Yon — 24. 

Nays — Messrs. Bush, Campbell, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, llecf- 
4niins, llughey, Hunt, Kenan, IVacock, Robinson, Smith, Staike, 
Wliite and Williams of Ebcambia — 15. 
12 
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So the bill passed^-^title as stated. 

Ordered that the eamo he certified to the Senate^ 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Supreme Court to 
establish rules in chancery practice, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Seuate bill to he entitled an act to amend the laws of this State 
relating to Divorce, 

Was read the second time and on motion referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to records. 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act allowing tvro Judges of the Su- 
preme Court to hold a Court in the absence of the third Judge, 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repead the 3d section of the 6th 
article of the Constitution of this State, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act declaring the Perdido river navigable. 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act ir> relation to Mortgages, : 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 8th section of the 18tb 
article oTtne Constitution of this State> 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an aet to provkfe for the appointment of a 
public Weigher of Cotton in the city of Pensaeola, 

Was read the drst time and ordered for a second reading on to« 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the publication of the 
names of certain persons with the acts of each and every session of 
the General Assembly, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the boring o( an Arte- 
sian Well in the Capitol grounds, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

^ bill to be entitled an act to empower Littleberj Manning, a 
minor, to assame the management of bis own estate. 
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Wai read the 6rst time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-nK>rro\v. 
A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
incorporate the city of Atseena Otie, 
Was on motion informally laid over. 

A bill to he entitled an act concerning pilots and i)ilota<,^e at 
at Cedar Keys, 

Was on motion informally hid over. 

An act still further to amend the Ith section of the 6th article of 
the constitatioTi of this State, 

Which was read the first time and ordered to be read a second 
time on to-morrow. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Davidson gave notice that he will at 
some future day introduce a bill to be entitled an act relative to thd 
sale under execution of mortgaged property. 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, \ 
December 6lh, 1859. 
Hon. JottN B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the folTowing bills and reso- 
lution : 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish a Ferry across the Ock- 
lawaha river ; 

A bill to be entitled ao act for the relief of Andrew J. Moore and 
Wm. S. Dilworth ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Mary King to 
Mary Hancock ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the niune of Hugh Martin 
Newsoms to Hugh Martin Keen ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to amend the laws now in force 
in this State relative to Ejectment Saitt. 
Also, Joint Resolution for adjournment. 
Very reepectfelly, 

JAMRS E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the bills and resolution placed among the 
orders of the day. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, ) 
December 6th, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Represenialices : 
The Senate has this day ordered that the bill to be entitled an 
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net to chango the name of Cynthia Jano Burdock to Cynthia J.ine 
Willis be returned to your honorable body. 
Very respecttullv, 

JAMES E. now DEN, 

Secrernry of Sen.Mto. 
Which was read and the accompunying bill placid among tho 
orders of the day. 

On motion, the House adjourned until to morrow morning, 10 
o'clock. 



THURSDAY, December 8, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present 

Rev. Mr. Branch officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday*s proceeding* 
was dispensed with. 

Notice of the introduction of bills at some future day was giren 
by the following gentlemen, viz : 

By Mr. Kenan : 

A biH to be entitled an act to extend the juristUction of the Jus- 
tices of the Peace of this State. 

The rule having been waived, the following bills were introduced 
without previous notice: 

By Mr. Broxson : 

A bill to be entitled an act to change nnmes and to allow minors 
to assume tlie management of their own estates, to contract and be 
contracted with, to hue and be sued as of age, in certam cases. 

By Mr. Bush : 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning Criminal Proceedings. 

By Mr. McKinnon : 

A bill to be entitled an act in reference to Common Schools in 
the county of Walton ; 

Which biils were placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gillis moved that a Committee of three be appointed to con-' 
tract for the printing of all the Acts of a general nature passed or 
to be passed at this adjourned session, and a copy mailed, postage 
paid, to each memi)er of this General Assembly, to eacli of the 
Clerks of the Circuit Courts and to each Editor of newspapers pub- 
lished in this State, within 15 days after the adjournment thereof; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The following gentlemen were appointed said Commiltee : Messrs. 
Gillis, Brevard and Davidson. 

Mr. Williams of Leon presented a petition for the relief of M. t\ 
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Whifh was rond nud on motion was roferrcnl to a solcct commit- 
tee noiisi^lHiji f>f Me?srg. Williams of Leon, Ingram, Wiggins, Bird 
and Richardson. 

The Committee on Enjjrossed Bills mado the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills report the followmg bills and 
resolutions as correctly engrossed, viz : 

A hill to he entitled an act in relation to Records; 

A hill to he entitled an act to authorize the Supreme Court to es- 
tablish Rules in Chancery Practice ; 

A bill to be entitled an act allowing two Judges of the Supreme 
Court to hold a Ccurt in the absence of the third Judge; 

A bill to be entitled an act to unite the offices of Judge of Probate 
and Clerk of the Circuit Court in Volusia County; 

A bill to he entitled an act to require l^ysicians and Surgeons 
to file certified copies of their Diplomas; 

A bill to amend the laws of this State relating to Divorce ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of the heirs of the es- 
tate of James E. Hendry, deceased; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the payment of the Volunteers ot 
Florida called into service under the requisition of the Governor of 
this State, for services rendered previous to their being mustered in 
duiing the years 1855-'6 ; 

A resolution for the relief of the Comptroller of the State; and 

Resolution relative to the office of Register of United States Lands 
at Tallahassee. Respectfully submitted, 

D. A. VOGT, Chairman, 

Which was read and the accompanying bills and resolutions 
placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gettis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to amend the Attachment Laws of this State, have 
had the same under consideration and suggest the followmg amend- 
ments : After the word " before," in the tenth line, strike out the 
words " any officer authorized by the laws of the State to administer 
an oath," and insert in lieu thereof the words, " a Justice of the. 
Peace or Clerk of the Circuit Court, as is now provided by law ;" 
also at the clobe of the second section add the words, '* provided 
tliat nothing herein contained shall effect any proceeding now pend- 
ing in any of the courts of this State, under the attaobment laws now 
in torce ; and after the word *' will," in the fifteenth line of the first 
section, insert the word ** fraudulently," and with these amendments,, 
your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman Com. on Judiciary. 

Which was read andiho accompanying bill placed among th^ 
orders of the day. 
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Also the following : 

The Committee on tbe Judiciary* to whom was refeFfod m hSt t# 
he entitled an net making the first Monday in each month a sale 
day for property under Exeeutiony.have had the same under con- 
sideration, and, in the opinion of a majority of your eommittee, it 
would not be expedient to j>ass the bill ; they, therefore, reoomfDend 
that it do not pass. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman Tom. on Judiciary. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Also the following : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to enable Executors, Administrators and Guar- 
dians to sell the real estate of Infants, approved January 23d, 1851, 
have had the same under consideration and suggest that the bill be 
amended by adding at the close of the first section the following, 
viz: " or by like njanner of proceeding as is provided by the second 
section of an act entitled an act further to define the duties of the 
Probate Courts of this State, approved December 22d, 1856," and 
with this amendment they recommend the passage of the bill. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairnvai) of Committee on Judiciary. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Also the following : 

The Committee on the Jadiciary, to whom was referred a bUl to 
be entitled an act to provide for the consolidation of the statutes and 
the compilation of a Code of Laws for this State, have had the 
same under consideration and find that the object sought to be ob- 
tained by the bill would be of great benefit tp the State. Your com- 
mittee, therefore, recommend the passage of the bill. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman Com. on Judiciary. 

Which was read and the accompaoying bill placed among the or* 
ders of the day. 

Also the following : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act for the relief of Aaron Geiger, have had tbe same 
under consideration, and are of the opinion that if good cause can 
be shown, the Court has the power to change the venue, and a» 
such change might work a hardship on the plaintifi* equal to that of 
the defendant, proposed to be obviated by the bill ; therefore your 
Committee ask leave to report the bill back to the House, and re- 
commend that it do not pass. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Ch^rman Committee on Judiciary. 
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Which was read and the accompanjing bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Kenan from the Committee on Claims made the following re- 
port : 

The Committee on Claims to whom was referred a bill to be en- 
titled an act for the relief of Samuel Williford, the ('ouniy Surveyor 
of Jackson County, have had the same under consideration and res- 
pectfully recommend that the bill do pass. 

D. L. KENAN, Chairman. 

Which was read and the bill placed among the orders ot the day. 

Mr. Wiggins from the Committee on Taxation and Revenue^ made 
the following report : 

The majority of the Committee on Taxation and Revenue to 
whom was referred the bill to be entitled an act to create and or* 
ganize the County of Perry, beg leave to report that they have care- 
iully examined the same^ and recommend that the bill do pass. 

Very respectfully, 
JAMES A. WIGGINS. Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Peacock from the Select Committee to inquire into the bounda- 
ry between the counties of Columbia and Suwannee made the fol- 
lowing majority report : 

The Select Committee to whom was referred a bill for the 
change of the boundary line J)etween the counties of Columbia and 
Suwannee, have carefully and duly investigated the same^ and beg 
leave to make the following 

REPORT: 

They find that the present boundary line dividing the Counties of 
Suwannee and Columbia, was established at the last session of the 
General Assembly of Florida, and approved by the Governor Dec, 
121st, 1858, and left to the people for their ratification^ which ratifi- 
cation took place on Monday, February 2l8t« 1859. The county 
was duly organized in good faith, to carry out the proTisions of the 
bill to be entitled an act for the creation and organization of the 
counties of Suwannee and New Riyer, and in compliance with said 
bill, they have selected and located a county sice, and have built a 
court house suitable for carrying on the business of the courts. 
They have also sold lots to the amount of four thousand dollars or 
thereabouts, and have made arrangements for the sale of several 
thousand more. 

Your committee further find in the examination of this matter, 
that persons who have purchased lots have expended largely in the 
improvement of the same. 

They also find that if the line claimed by this bill is established, 
it will make it necessary to remove the county site to another place^ 



as the line claimed would run in five miles or less of said county 
site, therelbre rendering valueless the property of those citizens of 
Suwannee county who have purchased lots in said county site, be- 
lieving the s-ame to have been permanently located and established. 
Your committee further find, from representations made to them 
by a county commissioner of Suwannee county, that the census has 
been taken, with the view of settling with Columbia county their 
pro rata share of the bonds subscribed by Columbia county, and 
they are aware of no law by which the census can be taken again 
for the same purpose. They are also informed by the same county 
commissioner, that the county have, in good faith, taxed themselves 
for 8 per cent interest, the amount made payable on the County 
bonds of Colunfibia county, when the bill by which they were di- 
vided from Columbia required of them but 6 per cent., believing it to 
be but an act of justice to pay their pro rata share of interest, as 
well as their pro rata share of bonds. 

Your committee further find, that after the bill passed the last 
Legislature, and was approved by the Governor as aforesaid, the 
same was sent to the counties of Columbia , New River and Su- 
wannee, for their ratification, and not only received a majority of 
the votes of New River and Suwannee, but also of Columbia. 

Your Committee therefore, in justice to the citizens of Suwannee 
county, and their best interests, both in view of the location of the 
county site, and money expended in purchasing property, and the 
destruction of the same as the present-bill must do, and the destruc- 
tion of said property of her citizens by removal to another place, re- 
commend that the bill do not pass. 
Respectfully submitted, 

ROBERT M. D, PEACOCK, Chairman, 

T. J. M. RICHARDSON. 

JOHN M. F. ERWIN, 

JOHN G. SMITH. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orilers of the day. 

Mr. Roberts, from the same committee, made the following miuoi'- 
ity report: 

Mr. Roberts, from the Special Committee appointed by the House 
to take into consideration the propriety of the passage of the Boun- 
dary Line bill between Columbia and Suwannee counties, begs 
leave respectfully to make the following minority 

REPORT : 

That said Boundary Line bill ought, in justice to tho people of 
both Counties, to pass, i'ov these reasons, viz : because the Senator 
and Representatives were elected with an express pledge that they 
would carry out the line as laid down in the bill; that the people 
held a Convention at Alligator directly, after the election, and in- 
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struoted the candidates to pass said line, which would have been 
done at the last session had not Mr. Peacock declared that the peo» 
pie in convention assembled were mistaken, and he could furniph the 
line that the convention intended. The Senator and Mr. Brinson 
and myself, out of respect to Mr. Peacock, allowed him to change 
the line, with his solemn pledge as a man of honor and a gentleman 
that if the line he said was correct, upon examination of the origi- 
nal proceedings of the convention, should prove incorrect, he, Mr. 
Peacock, would go for its change, which said gentleman has failed 
to do. One objection to the passage of this bill is that the people 
have ratified the line. Now here are the facts in that matter : This 
was a division bill and the people of the new counties had the pow- 
er to out vote the mother county (old Columbia,) and being anxious 
for the division they carried it by a majority, but old Columbia did 
her best to defeat it, because it robbed her of part of the territory 
which she was to have in the convention of the people. If the bill 
had been voted upon by sections, and the distinct issue of the line 
had been made, and old Coluihbia had voted for it, then it might be 
said to have been ratified ; but this was not the case. The object 
of the new counties was division, and the rights of Columbia were 
entirely overlooked and disregarded. 

To the argument that the line will run too close to the Court- 
house, 1 have to say that old Columbia had nothing to do with put- 
ting it there. The line runs now within seven miles of Lake City, 
when, under any equal division, it ought to run twelve miles. 

They may say that it will destroy their representation. They 
are not entitled to one now, and the bill dividing the counties in- 
cludes them as a part of the Representative District of Columbia. 

Finally, the people in convention assembled, directly after the 
election of the division candidates, agreed to a bill with a section of 
which this boundary bill is a copy, and which section vvas struck 
out at the instance of the chairman of this committee in the original 
bill, in which the people intended to give to Suwanne 25 townships 
of land, to Columbia 25 and to New River 2(3. Now as the line 
stands old Columbia does not get her share of territory, and if the 
Legislature refuses to pass this bill, which is supported by the Sen- 
ator from the District and Mr. Brinson and m3'self, and which, after 
being thoroughly explained in the Senate, passed that body unani- 
mously, then the Legislature- would be countenancing a fraud on the 
people, which is proven by the remark of Mr. Peacock to me after 
the passage of the bill last winter, to-wit: that if he was smart 
enough to take a part of the territory which honestly and justly be- 
longed to old Columbia from McCall and Steve Roberts, instead of 
being blamed ho ought to be applauded for it. 
Respectfully, 

STEPHEN ROBERTS.- 
13 



Which was read. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Brevard was allowed to intra- 
dace a petition tor the relief of H. T. Blocker; 

Which, on motion, was referred to the select committee to whom 
was referre(| the petition of M. F. Papy. 

Mr. Williams of Leon, from a select Committee, made the follow- 
ing report: 

The Committee to whom was referred a bill to allow spiritons li- 
quors to be drank where sold in the counties of Jackson and Wakul- 
la counties, beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have examined the biM, and *in their opinion the words 
" Counties of Jackso?! and Wakulla," should be stricken out and 
the words " State of Florida," be inserted, and with such insertion 
they recommeud that the bill do pass. 

R. C. WILLIAMS, Chaiman. 
T. J. M. RICHARDSON, 
JOHN FRIMv. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Kenan, from a Select Committee, ma<Ie the following re- 
port: 

The undersigned, a majority of the Select Committee !o whonv 
was r3ferred the bill to be entitled an act to authorize A. B. Carra- 
way to estab'ish a ferry across the Apalachicola river, respectfully 
recommend that the bill do not pass. 

D. L. KENAN, Chairman, 
A. CAMPBELL. 
Which was read, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

The following message was received from the Ser»nte : 

SeINaTE ClIAMBEk, ) 

Tallahassee, Dec 7, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir: The Sena*e has ^liis day passed the following bills, viz: 
A bill to be entideii an net to amend an act eritS.led an act to 

orga-ize the county of Volusi??, .^p[)roV'd January 29lh, 1854; 
A hill to be entitlfd ai> act ia anthmize i:!^ptM»c('r Prico, of Levy 

r**»U''v, 'o r [ :' Ijsii :] f.'rrv T'cm X<>. 4, oti tlii* runin Lnul, to the 

^■. ■•;,• (-^ 1. i...' - ();■ »:,.' -i-.i!;! R.-tilr.':i(i nil Vt'ny Key, theuce 

;;;:.<'.* tin- :)::y i-. i (> r-.v (./ A :-!-'!ia Oii ; 

:V l-ii :<» !>t^ iiiU!!;'ii Jill ;i:-t !o :im«'n.i thi* I i\v allnwi- g «ppenls 

ftotn tije (locisiuus oi the lJo;a\ii of Couiily CumniiffcLuvis in this 

^tule ; and, 
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Honse bill to be entitled an act to authorize Minor W. Walker, of 
Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own estate. 

Very respectfully,' 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 

Which was read and the accompanying bills placed among the 
orde»"S of the <lay, and the House bill ordered to be enrolled. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Sn)ith was allowed to intro- 
duce, in accordfjnce with previous notice, the following hills: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Ozias Buddington ; 
and, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Peter Falalna, of Clay 
county; 

Which were placed nmong the orders of the day. 

1 he rule having been wniveti, Mr. ivennn gave notice that he will 
on to morrow, or sosne future day, introduce a bill to he entitled an 
act to amend nn act entitled nn Mct to «mend an act eniitUd an act 
to incorporatj the lowu ot Quitiey, approved Feb. 12ih, 1837. 

ORDERS 01' t:i:: day. 

A bill to be entitled hh act to :m!n(ulzc' A. B. C:n-'\v..y to e^t,'ii>. 
li^h H berry aerois the Apalacni«'oi;. /iver, 

Was rt fi I the sec« »'J tiuK*, and on motion of Mr. Kenan, indefi- 
nitely postpotud. 

SMijite bill to be eiitideJ an act to amend the law allowing appeals 
fro n the dcciaions of the Bcaids of County Cora.iiibsioners in this 
Siate, 

Was re«nd th" first time, rule waived, read a second tioje by i!s ti- 
tle, :ind on motion referred to the Comniittt e on the Judiciary. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to anthoiise Spencer Price, of 
Levy county, to establish a Ferry from Numher Four, on the main 
bind, to the Western terminus of the Florida Railroad on Way Key, 
tlienee across the iiay to tli<^ city of Atseena Olie, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to organize the County of Volusia, approved January 29th, 1854, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the boundary line be- 
tween Columbia and Suwannee counties. 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create and organise the county of 
Perry, 
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Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Williams of Leon^ from a 
Select Committee, made the following report: 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill with regard 
to retail licenses in Sumter county, have examined the biii and are 
of opinion that in the first section of the bill the words " county of 
Sumter" should be stricken out and the words "State of Florida " 
inserted ; also that the words " Fifty Dollars " be stricken out and 
the words " One Hundred Dollars " be inserted in lieu thereof, and, 
with these amendments, they recommend that the bill do pass. 

R. C. WILLIAMS, Chairman, 

JOHN FRINK, 

T. J. M. RICHARDSON. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow Spiritous Liquors to be drank 
where sold in the counties of Jackson and Wakulla, 

Was read the second time, the amendment recommended by the 
Select Committee concurred in and the bill as amended ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the consolidation of the 
Statutes and the compilation of a Code of Laws for this State, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel B. Williford, 
of Jackson county. 

Was read the second lime and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act in relation to Records, 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon which 
fhe vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Chfistie, CofTee, Evans, Frink, Gil- 
lis, Heermans, Hugliey, Hunt, Johnston, Kenan, Manning, McKin- 
non, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Smith, Vogt, 
White, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Leon and Yon — 38. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Supreme 
Court to establish rules in chancery practice, 

Was read the third time and, upon the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Coffee, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gil- 
lis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingranra, Johnston, Kenan, Manning, 
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McKinnon, Mickler, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Smith, White, 
Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Leon and Yon — 33. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act allowing two Judges of the Su- 
preme Court to hold a Court in the absence of the third Judge, 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon which 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brox- 
8on, Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, 
Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, Mc- 
Kinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, White, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Leon and 
Yon— 35. 

Nay — Mr. Kenaii — L 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to unite the offices of Judge 
of Probate and Clerk of the Circuit Court in Volusia county. 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Y'eas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brox- 
son. Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gillis, 
Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, Manning, Mc- 
Kinnon, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, 
Smith, Vogt, White, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Leon and 
Yon— 36. 

Nay— Mr. Gettis— 1. 

So th3 bill passed — title as stated. 
' Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

The rule having been waived, on motion '^of Mr. Coffee, leave of 
absence w^as granted to Mr. Richardson until Monday next. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to require Physicians and 
Surgeons to file certified copies of their Diplomas, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, 
Brinson, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Erwnn, Evans,, 
Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, 
Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richard, 
son, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Vogt, White, Whitfield, Wiggins 
«nd Yon— 32. 

Nays— -None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the «ame be certified to the Senate. 
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Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend the laws of this State 
relnting to divorce, 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bis-sell, Brevard, 
Brinson, Br<>xson, Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, 
Gettis, Gillis, Heerm.ins, Unghey, Hunt, Johnston, Kenan, Man- 
ning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, 
Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of 
Leon and Yon — 34. 

Nays— !Vone. 

So the bill passed — title ns stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of the heirs of the es- 
tate of James E. Hendry, deceased. 

Was read the third time, and, on motion of Mr. Munn, put back 
on Its second reading and referred to the Committee on ih*^ Judiciary. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the payment of the Florida 
Volunteers called into service und^r the requisition of the Governor 
of this Statf*, for services rendered previous to their being mustered 
in during the years 1855, '6, 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, Brox- 
son. Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, 
Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Kenan, Manning, McKinnon, 
McNeill, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, R<»berts, Robinson, Sniitli, Vogt, 
White, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Leon and Yon — 31. 

Nay — Mr. Evans — 1. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be cert ficd to the Senate. 

A resolution for the relief of the Comptroller of this State, 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage, tho 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs.. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, 
Brinson, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Er- 
win, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Giliis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, 
Johnston, Kenan, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Nicks, 
Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, S»inth, Vogt, Whitfield, Williams of 
of Leon and Yon — 36. 

Nays— None. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senat<^. 

Engrossed resolution in relation to the ofRce of Register of United 
States Lands at Tallahassee, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
TOte was: 
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Yeas — Mr, Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin*- 
son, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwio, 
Evans, Frink, Geltis Gillis, Heernians, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, 
Johnston, Kenan, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Micks, 
Peacock, Richardson Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Vogt, White, 
Whitfield, Williams of Leon and Yon— 38. 

Nays — None. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Noah P. Suggs of 
Lafayette County, 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon which the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Brox- 
son, Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
Frink, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, 
Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, Richard- 
son, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Whitfield, W^iggios?, Williams 
ot Leon an«< Yon — 36. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act still further to amend the 7th section 
of the 13th article of the constitution of this State, 

Was read the second time, and, on motion, referred to the Com* 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Littleberry Manning, a 
minor, to assume the management c( his own estate, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to morrow. 

A hill to be entitled an act to provide for the boring of an Arte* 
siaii Well in the Capitol grounds. 

Was read the second time, and referred to the Joint Select Com* 
mittee on Capitol Grounds and Buildings. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for a public Weigher of 
Cotton in the city of Pensacola, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to morrow. 

Mr. Barrett moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow, half 
past 10 o'clock, A. M., 

Upon which motion, the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Barrett and Williams of Leon, atid were: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Mes^jis. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Campbell, 
Church, Gettis, Heermans, Richardson, Roberts and Williams of 
Leon — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Bissell. Brinson, Broxson, Bush, Cofl^ee, Davidson, 
Erwin, Evaus, Frink, Gillis, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Ke* 
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nan, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Miclder, Nicks, Peacock, Rob- 
inson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Whitfield, Wiggins and Yon— 28. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Williams, of Leon, moved that the House adjourn until to- 
tnorrow morning, 10 o'clock; 

Upon whifh motion th<? yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Barrett and Williams of Leon, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, 
Campbell, Church, Davidson, Frink, Gettis, Heermans, Hughey, 
Kenan, Mickler, Richardson, Roberts, White, Williams of Leon — 18. 

Nays — Messrs. Brinson, Broxson, Bush, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Gil- 
lis. Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Nicks, 
Peacock, Robinson, Smith, Vogt, Whitfield, Wiggins and Yon — 21. 

So the motion was lost. 

On motion, the House adjourned uncil 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 



FRIDAY, December 9ai, 185iL 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present. 

The Rev. Mr. Branch officiated as Chaplain.- 

On motion of Mr. Getus the reading of the Journal of yesterday'^ 
proceeding's was dispensed with. 

Mr. Manning moved that leave of absence be granted, for five 
days after to-day, to Mr. Nicks ; 

Which motion was ad(>j)ted. 

Mr. Heermans moved that the Messenger be granted, after to- 
day, leave of absence until iVIonday ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Christie presented a petition, signed by F. Robinson and sun- 
dry other citizens of Leon county, asking leave to erect a Grist Mill 
on the Ocklockonee river ; 

Which was, on motion of Mr. Christie, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Barrett, from the Committee on Claims, made the following 
report : 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred a bill to be en- 
titled an act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, of Gadsden county, 
beg h«ave respectfully to report^ that they have had the same under 
consideration and recommend that said bill do pass. 

ResnectfuUy submitted, 
F. C. BARRETT, 
Acting Chairman of Com, on Claims. 
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VVhicti was read and the accompanying bill placed an)Ong iho 
Orders of the da}'. 

Also the tollovvin*;: 

The same Commilteei to whom \Va9 referred A bill to be entitled 
an act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, guardian of the minor 
heirs of Henry M. Shepard, late of (Jadsden county, deceased, beg 
leave respectfully to report the same back to the House with tbd 
recommendation that the same do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F. C. BARRETT, 
Acting Chairman of Com. on Claims. 

Mr. Gettls, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the follow- 
ing report : 

J'he Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill en* 
titled an act to afford a rule for the construction of wills and doeda 
iu certain cases; also, a bill to be entitled an act to correct an error 
in a printed bill entitled an act to create the counties of Suwannee 
and New River, have had the same under consideration and beg 
leave to report them back to the Uouse^ and recommend their pas- 
sage. 

i'our Committee also have considered a bill to be entitled an act 
to enforce the payment of public money withheld by defaulters, and 
suggest the following amendment, viz: by adding at the close of the 
fiist section the words "at the discretion of the Court;" also, by 
striking out all of the eighth line, after the word "to," and all of the 
ninth line, in section two, and insert the words " indictment and, on 
conviction, shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars, at the 
discretion of the Court;" and, at the close of the section insert the 
words " at the discretion of the Court ;" and, with these amend- 
ments, they recommend that the bill do pass. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman of Com. on Judiciar3\ 

Which was read and the accompanying bills placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Also the following: 

The Conmiittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to authorize guardians, administrators and execu- 
tors to invest the moneys of wards, testators and intestates of Leon 
county in the Railroad Bonds of said county, find that it is cor- 
rectly drawn to obtain the object sought thereby, but your Commit- 
tee are of opinion that it is not expedient to pass such a law, there- 
fore they ask leave to report the same back to the House and recom- 
mend that it do not pass. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman of the Com. on Judiciary. 
14 
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Wiiich was read and the aecompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Also tiio following : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a hill to 
be entitled an act regulating the method of drawing and summoning 
Juries, have had the same under consideratiou and a majority ask 
leave to report the bill back to the House and recommend that it do 
pass. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman of Com. on Judiciary. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among tho 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Vogt, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the fol- 
lowing Report: 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills report the following bills as 
con-ectly engrossed: 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Littleberry Manning, a 
minor, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

A bill to bo entitled an act to authorize the >fa>or and and Alder- 
men of the City of Pensacola to elect a public Weigher of Cotton ; 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the publication of tho 
names of certain persons with the acts of each and every session of 
.the General Assembly ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the consolidation of tho 
Statutes and the compilation of a Code of Laws for this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel B. Williford, 
the County Surveyor of Jackson County ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow Spiritous Liquors to be drank 
where sold ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to create and organize the county of 
Perry. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. A. VOGT, Chairman, 

Which was read. 

Mr. Erwin, from a Select Committee, made the following report : 

The Select Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an act to amend an act concerning tbei Agencies of Banks of other 
States, located in this State, beg leave to submit the following 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideration, and while they 
would encourage the agencies of other banks in our State when 
they are established upon the same basis as our own banking insti- 
tutions, protection to our own banking companies established uftder 
the act entitled an act to authorize the business of banking, approved 
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January 8th, 1H53, demands of us to respect the bill. They would 
therefore respectfully reconinieiid fliat the hill do not pass. 

JOHN M. F. ERWIN, Chairman, 
A. H. lUJSH, 
A. M. MANNING, 
11. H. iM. DAVIDSON. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Smith, from a Select Commifee, made the following report : 
The Special Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an act to amend an act entitled an act to divide the county of Du- 
val, and organize a new county to be called Clay county, approved 
by the Governor, December 31st, 1858, have taken the same into 
consideration and 

REPORT: 

That they find that the persons residing on the territory proposed 
to be transferred to Clay County are in favor of the change in ac- 
cordance with the bill, and to render the county boundaries definite 
the committee recommend that the bill be amended by adding the 
following section, to be numbered section 3 : 

Sec. 3. He it further enacted, That all that part of the county of , 
Clay which is south of the northern range of the Bellamy or Federal 
road aforesaid, shall l^e embraced in and constitute a part of the 
county of Putnam. 

JOHN G. SMITH, Chairman. 
C. GILLIS, 
TILLMAN INGRAM. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Skxate Chamber, ) 

December 9th, 1S59. \ 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bills, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower John W. Broxson and 
Isaac Broxson to assume the management of their own estates ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund to clear out the channel of the Oclawaha 
River in this State, for the purpose of improving the navigation of 
the same, and other purposes ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the dividing lino between 
the counties of Putnam and St Johns ; 

A bill to be entitled an act amending the pilot laws for the bay 
and harbor of the city of Pensacola ; 
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A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the circulation in this State 
of foreign bank bills of a less denomination than five dollars ; 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Courts of Probate in this 
@tate ; and 

House bill to be entitled an act to authorize John S. Addison, a 
minor, of Marion county, to assume the management of his own 
estate. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Very respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 

Which was read, and the accompanying bills placed among the 
orders of the day, and the House bill which had passed the Senate 
ordered to be enrolled. 

Mr. Vogt moved that the joint resolution for adjournment be 
taken up as first among the orders, 

Which motion was adopted. 

The following bills were introduced according to previous notice : 

By Mr. Bush : 

A bill to be tntitled an act in relation to sherifl^s; 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to costs and fees ; 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning roads ; 

Which were ordered to be placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Bush moved that the joint resolution for adjournment be 
p stponed until the 16th instant ; 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Williams and Vogt, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Broxson, Bush, 
Campbell, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Getti.=, 
Gillis, Fleermans, Hughe\% McKinnon, McNeill, Munn, Roberts, 
Smith, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Escambia, Williams of Leon 
*nd Yon-^26. 

Nays — Messrs. Brinson, Coffee, Frink, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, 
Manning, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, Robinson, Starke, Vogt and 
White— 14. 

So the motion was adopted. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Williams of Leon, from a se- 
lect committee, was allowed to make the following report : 

The Select Cocnmittee to whom was referred the petitions of M. 
F. Papy and H. T. Blocker, have examined the said petitions, and 
in their Opinion the claims are just, and therefore they recommend 
that thev do pass. 

R. C. WILLIAMS, Chairman, 
T. J. M. RICHARDSGN, 
T. INGRAM, . 
JAMES A. WIGGINS, 

^hich was read. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Senate joint resolution for adjournment. 

Was read the fiisl time. 

On motion of Mr. Bush, the consideration of the same was deferred 
until the 16th4nstant. 

Engrossed hill to he entitled an act to provide for the appointment 
of a puhlic Weigher of Cotton in the City of Pensacola. 

Was read the third ti.ne and, on the question of its passage, the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson,Broxson,Bush, 
Canrpbell, Christie, Church,» Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Kvans, 
Frink, Gettis, (iillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Manning, 
McKinnon, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Pea<*oc.k, Roberts, Robinson, 
Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Es- 
cambia, Williams of Leon and Yon — 37. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to empower Littleberry Man- 
ning, a minor, to assume the management of his own estate; 

VVas read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, ^fessrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brin?on, Broxson,. 
Bush, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans„ 
Frink, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, 
Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Robinson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Whit- 
field, Wiggins, Williams of Leon and Yon — 32. 

Nays — Messrs. Campbell, Gettis, Gillis, Ingram, Peacock aud 
Williams of Escambia — 6. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act providing for the publication 
of the names of certain persons with the acts of each and every ses- 
sion of the General Assembly, 

Was read the third time and, upon the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Sj)eaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brinson, Broxson^ 
Bush, Campljell, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, 
Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, 
Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Peacock^ 
Smith, Starke, Vogt, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Escambia and 
Yon— 34. 

Nays — None. ^ 

So the bill jrassed — title as stated. 

Ordered thai the same be certifi^ to the Senate. 

J^Ingrossed bill to be entitled an act to provide for the consoiida% 
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tion of the Statutes and a compilation of a Code of Laws for this 
t>tHte, 

Was read the third lime and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Kis-ell, Brinson, Broxson, Bush, 
Campbell, Christie, C^hurch, Clyatt, Cotleo, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
I'^ritik, Gertis, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Manning, 
McKinnon, McxXeill, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Peacock, Roberts, Ro- 
binson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, Wiii^, VVhitfinld, Wiggins, Williams 
ot" Escambia, Williamsof Leoii and Yon — 38. 

Nays — None. 

So ihe bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed- bid for the relief of Samuel B. Willifird, the County 
Surveyor of Jackson county. 

Was read a third lime and put upon its passage, upon which the 
vote was : > 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Bush, 
Campbell, Christie, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, 
Gillis, Heermans, Huo^hey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, Mc- 
Neill, Munn, Nicks, Peacock, Robinson, White, Whitfield, Wiggins, 
Williams of Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon — 32. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to allow Spiritous Liquors to 
be drank where sold. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Broxson, 
Bush, Campbell, Church, Clyatt, Cofl^ee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Mickler, 
Munn, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Vogt, White, Wiggins, Williams 
of Leon and Yon — 30. 

Nays — Messrs. Bissell, Brinson, Christie, Heermans, Manning, 
McKinnon, Peacock, Whitfield and Williams of Escambia — 9. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to create and organize the 
county of Perry, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
vote was : * 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brio- 
son, Broxson, Campbell, Church, Clyatt, Cofl'ee, Evans, Frink, Get- 
tis, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, McKin- 
won, McNeill, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, Roberts, Smith, Starke, 
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White, VVliitfiekl, ^Vig;gins, Williams of EscanjUia, Williams of Leon 
and Yon--34. 

•Nays — Messrs. Chrislio. Eruin, Hunt, Robinson and Vogt — 5. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

The rule having heen waived, Mr. Williams of Leon was allowed 
to introduce the f(»llowing bills, without previous noliee: 

A bill to be entitled a»i act for the relief of M. F. Papy ;and 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of H. 'J\ Blocker; 

Which were placed among the orders of the day. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize Spencer Price, of 
Levy county, to estabMsh a ferry from number four on the main 
land to the western terminus of the Florida Railroad on Way Key, 
thence across the bay to the city of Atseena Otie, 

Was read the second time, and ordered for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change ihe boundary line be- 
tween Columbia and Suwannee counties, 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Broxson, Bush, Clyatt, Gettis, Hughey, Elunt, Johnston, Mc- 
Kinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Roberts, Starke, White, 
Wiggins, Williams of Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon — 25. 

Nays — Messrs. Christie, Cofiee, Frink, Hoermans, Ingram, Mun- 
nifig, Peacock, Vogt and Whitfield — 9. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

The rule having been waived, the following bills were introduced 
without previous notice : 

By Mr. Galbraith: 

A bill to bo entitled an act to fix the salary for the office of Clerk 
of the Supreme Court at Tallahassee. 

By Mr. Bush : 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the time of holding Elec- 
tions ; 

Which were placed among the orders of the <lay. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Clyatt M'as allowed to intro- 
duce, according to previous notice, 

A bill for the relief of Simeon A. Edwards, 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. McNeill gave notice that ho 
would, on some future day, ask leave to introduce a bill to be en- 
titled an act to amend an act to provide for the recording the 
Marks and Brands of Cattle driven and shipped from the counties 
of Manatee and Hillsborough. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 3d section of the 6lh 
artii'le of the Constitution of this State, 

Was read the second time and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of M. F. Pap^, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of H. T. Blocker, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 8th section of the 13th 
article of the Constitution of this State, 

Was read the second time and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

On motion, the House took a recess until 3 o'clock, P. IVL 



3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House resumed its session — a quorum present. 

A bill to be entitled an act to aanend the Attachment Laws of this 
State, 

Was read the second time and, on motion of Mr. Barrett, the 
amendments recommended by the Committee on the Judiciary were 
concurred in and the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to- morrow. 

A bill t > be entitled an act making the first Monday in each 
month a sale day for property under execution, 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Gettis offered the following amendment : 

Amend by striking out all after the enacting clause and insert, 
** That that part of section 3, page 358, of the laws as arranged in 
Thompson's Digest ot the Statute Laws ot the State ol Florida, as 
reads ' sales of property under execution or other process shall not 
be made except in the months of December, January, February and 
March,' shall read as follows : Sales of property under execution or 
other process shall not he made except in the months of December, 
January, February, March, April and May." 

Mr. Barrett moved that the bill with amendments be indefinitely 
postponed ; 

Upon which motion, the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs* 
Barrett and Davidson, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brevard, Bush, Campbell, 
Christie, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwiii, Frnik, Ingram, Manning, 
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Muilii, Robinson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Whitfield and Yon— 
21. 

Nays — Messrs. Bissell, Brinson, Broxson, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, 
Heermans, Hunt, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, 
Roberts and Williams of Leon — 15. 

So the motion was adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act declaring the Perdido River navigable. 

Was read the second lime and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Williams of Leon, was allowed with- 
out previous notice to introduce the following bill : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the protection of Fisheries ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Gettis gave notice that he would, on 
some future day, ask leave to introduce the following bill : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel B. Todd. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize William F. Green, of 
Gadsden county, to contract and b© contracted with. 

Was read the third time^ and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brevard, Brinson, Broxson, 
Bush. Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Manning, McKin* 
Yion, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Starke, Vogt, White, Whitfield and 
Williams of Leon — 21. 

Nays — Messis. Campbell, Christie, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hunt^ 
Ingram, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock and Yon — -11. 

So the bill pat^sed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Hugh 
Martin Newsoms to that of Hugh Martin Keen, 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Brevard, Brinson, Bush, Church,* Coflfee, 
Davidson, Evans, Frink, Hunt, Manning, McKinnon, Munn, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Vogt, White, Whitfield and Williams of Leon— 20 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Broxson, Campbell, Christie, 
Erwin, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Ingram, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, 
Starke and Yon — 15. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Mary King 
to Mary Hancock, 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Brinson^ Bush, Church, CoflTee^ Davidson, 
15 
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Evans, Frink, Hunt, Manning, M cKinnon, Munn, Roberts, Robia- 
son, Smith, Vogt, Whitfield and Williams of Leon— 18. 

Najs — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Broxson, Campbell, Christie, 
Erwin, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Ingram, Nicks, Peacock, Starke 
and Yon — 14. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

The rule having been waived, Mr, Brevard was allowed io move 
that the Committee on Militia be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of Josiah Gates and others ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the bill was referred to the Committee 
on Propositions and Grievances. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Roberts was allowed to intro* 
duce, without previous notice, 

A Resolution for the relief of A. J. Smilej and S. R. Sessions ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrew 
morning. 



SATURDAY, December lOih, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present 

Rev. Mr. Branch officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday was dispensed 
with. 

The following bill was introduced in accordance with previous 
notice : 

By MV. Kenan : 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of Justices 
of the Peace of this State ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, the following bills were introduced 
witlfout previous notice : 

By Mr. Nicks : 

A bill to be entitied an act to create and regulate Pilotage at the 
Port of Bay Port, in the county of Hernando. 

By Mr. Mickler : 

A bill to be entitied an act to regulate the Fees of Notary Publics 
in the county of St Johns. 

By Mr. Williams of Escambia : 

A biU to be entitied an act to grant alternate sections of Swamp 
and Overflowed Lands to the Perdido Railroad Company ; 
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Which were placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gettis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the follow 
iog report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to amend the law allowing appeals from the decis- 
ions of the Board of County Commissioners in this State, have had 
the same under consideration and beg leave to report said bill back 
to the House and recommend that it do pass, with the foUowing 
amendment : At the close of section second (2) add the words, '' or 
the President pro tern, of the same.'' 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman Committee on Judiciary. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or* 
ders of the day. 

Also the following : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act concerning Sheriffs and Coroners, have had the 
same under consideration and suggest the following amendment, viz : 
In the sixth and seventh lines of the second section strike out the 
words, " or upon any bay, creek or river adjoining thereto," and with 
this amendment they recommend the passage of the bill. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman Com. on Judiciary. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bills as correctly enrolled : 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Minor W. Walker, of 
JefTerson county, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize John S. Addison, a minor, 
of Marion county, to assume the management of his own estate. 

I. C. ROBINSON, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills report the following bills as 
correctly engrossed,''*viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act declaring the Perdido river navigable ; 
and 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Attachment Laws of 
this State. 

Respectfully submitted, . 

JNO. M. F. ERWIN, 

Acting Chairman^ 

Which was read. 
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Mr. Gillis, from the Committee on Elections, made the following^ 
report : 

The Committee on Elections, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled an act to provide for filling vacancies in certain offices in 
certain cases^ have considered the same, and a majority of the com- 
mittee * 

REPORT : 

That they recommend that the bill be amended as follows, to-wit : 
Strike out the words " said office," in the second line after the enact- 
ing clause. Insert between the words " them" and " he," in the fifth 
line the words " where no provision is now made by law for filling 
said vacancy by election." 

Also amend by striking out all of said bill after the word / vacan- 
cy" in the seventh line. Add the following section : 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That said proclamation shall des- 
ignate a day for holding said election, not more than sixty days nor 
less than ten days after the dale of said proclamation, and the per- 
son elected to fill said vacancy shall hold said office to which he 
shall be elected for the unexpired term of his predecessor, upon com- 
plying with the conditions of qualification prescribed by law ; pro- 
vided nevertheless, that nothing in this act contained, shall prevent 
the Governor from filling said vacancy by appointment until said va- 
cancy shall be filled by election and qualification of the officer elec- 
ted. 

With these amendments it is recommended that the bill do pass. 

, C. GILLIS, Chairman, 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, ) 
December 9th, 1859. J 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bills and reso- 
lutions : 

House bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George 
Frisby ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to allow additional compensation 
to County Commissioners ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George 
Gibbs Smith ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to change the times of holding the 
Circuit Courts in the Counties of Hamilton and Taylor in the middle 
Judicial Circuit of Florida ; 

House resolution for the relief of the Comptroller of this State ; 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to prohibit trespasses upon Rail- 
road grants; 
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Senate bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of 
Costs by Plaintiffs in certain cases in the Western Judicial Circuit ; 
Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize Edmond N. Everitt 
of Washington County, to assume the management of his own prop- 
erty ; 

Senate bill to be entitled an act authorizing a Bridge Tax in Wal- 
ton County ; 

Senate resolution relative to the several Railroads in this State ; 
Senate resolution asking aid to improve the navigation of Holmes 
Creek ; 

And have rejected House resolution relative to the ofiice of Reg* 
ister of U. S. Lands at Tallahassee. 
Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the House bills and resolutions which had 
passed the Senate ordered to be enrolled and the Senate bills and 
resolutions placed among the orders of the day. 

The following message and accompanying documents were re- 
ceived from his Excellency the Governor : 

Executive Department, > 
Tallahassee, December 9th, 1859. J 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I submit herewith the official Report of Col. John W. Pearson, 
who was appointed by me Disbursing Agent to discharge the debts 
and liabilities of the State, incurred in suppressing Indian hostilities 
in the year 1856. I negotiated a loan for the State, through the 
agency of Col Pearson, in the cities of Charleston and Savannah, 
for two hundred and forty- one thousand three hundred dollars, 
(241,300 00,) payable in twelve months, which will be due in Ap- 
ril, 1860. The State realized in cash fiom said loan, two hundred 
and twenty-two thousand and fifteen dollars, (222,015 00,) and has 
disbursed one hundred and ninety-three thousand three hundred and 
thirty-one dollars, (193,331 00,) leaving a cash balance of twenty- 
eight thousand six hundred and eighty-four dollars, (28,684 00,) as 
per report of the Disbursing Agent, to whicli your attention is re- 
spectfully invited. The abstracts and vouchers for the unpaid 
claims referred to in the report of the Agent, have been placed in 
his hands, with instruction to pay the same. In this connection I 
would call your attention to the fact, that no claims for services 
rendered prior to the mustering in of the several companies have 
been paid. In several instances companies were organized on the 
first outbreak of the Indians, without awaiting orders, and promptly 
marched to the defence of the unprotected citizens, who were being 
massacreed by the savages, and actually performed active and ardu- 
ous service, for which they have not been paid. This service waa 
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recognized and approved by the Executive, but the Agent has not 
felt authorized to pay from the day of enrolment, but from the date 
of mustering in, in accordance with the army regulations of the U. 
S. I would respectfully recommend that the several companies of 
State troops be paid from the date of enrollment, upon satisfactory 
proof being made that they did actually perform active service in 
suppressing Indian hostilities. The act " to provide for the pay- 
ment of the debts of the State/* approved Dec. 27, 1856, authorized 
the issuance of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000 00) of bonds, 
in the name and behalf of the State, for the payment of the debts of 
the State, or so many thereof as may be necessary, conditioned, how- 
ever, that the said bonds should be sold at their par value, or hy- 
pothecated for the payment of a loan to the State, to be negotiated 
on the most practicable terms. It was questioned by capitalists 
whether the power to hypothecate carried with it the right to sell 
the bonds upon the failure of the State to pay the loan at maturity, 
and I was unable either to sell the bonds at their par value, or to 
negotiate a loan upon them by hypothecation. This fact was com- 
municated by me to the Legislature, and the difficulty removed by 
** an act in addition to an act to provide for the payment of the 
debts of the State," approved January 15, 1859, empowering the 
Governor to stipulate for the sale of the bonds hypothecated, or so 
many thereof as may be found necessary, at their fair market value, 
to meet the debt at maturity, in the event the same shall not be 
otherwise provided for. 

It has always been claimed, and I believe never denied, that the 
duty of suppressing Indian hostilities devolved upon the General 
Government, and that Government had long ago endeavored to ef- 
fect their removal, and assumed the right to permit them to remain 
in the State, and withdrew the protection which the people had a 
right to expect. On the breaking out of hostilities the people on the 
frontier, for want of the protection which it was the duty of the 
Federal Government to give, found it necessary to embody them- 
selves, and perform the service whichjthe exigencies of the times im- 
posed upon them, and in doing so they had to abandon their usual 
occupations, and suffer all the privations incident to an exposed 
frontier life. Under these circumstances, the State felt it due to her 
own citizens to provide for their payment, relying on the justice of 
the General Government to refund to her the amount which she felt 
it her duty to pay. 

The justice of such a demand cannot rightfully be disputed, and 
it is hoped will at once be recognized. I therefore recommend that 
the General Assembly will, either by memorial or resolutions, or 
such other mode as they deem best, request of Congress the passing 
of a law refunding to the State the amount she has expended. 

The loan made by the State to enable her to pay the just claims 
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of her citizens falls due in April next, for the payment of which 
three hundred and forty-six thousand dollars of the bonds of the 
State ($346,000 00,) have been hypothecated, by virtue of authority 
in me vested by the above recited acts, and as the Federal Govern- 
ment may fail to reibnd in time the amount thus advanced by the 
State, I would recommend that the Governor be authorized to sell, 
at their fair market value, so many of the bonds as may be found 
necessary to pay the loan at maturity, rather than permit them to 
be thrown upon the market at the option of the parties holding them, 
in the event of the payment not being otherwise provided for. 
Very respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 



[copy.] 

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 30th> 1859. 
To his Excellency, Gat). Perry : 

Dear Sir : I herewith transmit to you a statement, together with 
my account current with the State of Florida as Disbursing Agent 
in the settlement of militia claims for services rendered in the year 
1856: 

I received from the State in cash, $222,015 00 

I have paid claims to the amount of* • • .$193,331 00 
Cash balance on hand ready to pay over, 28,684 00 

$222,015 00 

I refer to account current, with vouchers, for proof. The Pay 
Rolls show the amount of nearly $1,800 which is yet unpaid, o\^ing 
to the fact that the parties performing the service for which it is due 
have deceased and no representatives have qualified as executors or 
administrators to receipt for the same. The abstracts and vouchers 
of Captains Hooker, E. T. Kendrick, Addison and Parker's Compa- 
nies, for transportation, &;c., have not been placed in my hands for 
disbursement, consequently they are not paid, I have no means of 
knowing the amount^ as I have not been able to see abstracts and 
vouchers. 

Very respectfully, your ob't serv'f, 

J. W. PEARSON, 

Disbursing Agent« 
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J. W. Pbahson, in account vnlh State of Flobida. 
Br. 

To cash rec'd from Bank of Charleston, $92,000 00 
To cash rec'd from Peoples' Bank, 46,000 00 

To cash received from the Peoples' Bank, 12,880 00 

To"cash rec'd from S. W. R. R. Bank, 46,000 00 

To cash rec'd from Merchant's <Sc Planter's Bank, 25,185 00 



To balance, 
Less additional allowance account OHiitted, 



- 222.016 00 

$29,029 84 
345 00 











$28,684 84 








Or. 




By cash 


paid A. J. T. Wright's Company, 


$9,667 71 


•• 




Asa Stewart's 


tt 


11,510 89 


*t 




A Bell's 


it 


3,526 62 


ft 




W. B. Hardee's 


tt 


180 14 


u 




Robert Youngblood's 


tt 


5,804 18 


tt 




E. Daniel's 




1,999 85 


ft 




A. D. Johnson's 




16,739 86 


*t 




A. D. Johnston's 




8,893 98 


(( 




W. H. Kendrick's 




16,277 99 


n 




W. H. Kendrick's 




8,966 50 


" 




E'd Kendrick's 




3,243 86 


<c 




L. G. Lesley's 




14,108 84 


ti 




W. B. Hooker's 




4,809 67 


tt 




John Addison's 


** 


10,232 48 


ft 




F. M. Durrance's 




15,794 91 


tt 




F. M. Durrance's 




9,693 00 


tt 




John McNeill's 




2,059 08 


tt 




John McNeill's 




8,308 06 


tt 




Simeon Sparkman's 




2,967 81 


tt 




Thos. Hughey's 




808 98 


tt 




R. B. Sullivant's 




809 16 


tt 




A J. T. Wright's 




674 68 


tt 




John Parker's 




4,656 69 


tt 




Staflf Officers, Assistant Surgeons, Ac, 


12,341 49 


tt 




Quartermaster men. 




710 38 


tt 




transportation, <fec.. 




17,546 96 


tt 




commissions for negotiating and disbursing. 


•6,550 37 


By cash 


on hand due State of Florida, 


29,029 84 



$222,015 00 



Tallahassee^ Dec. 2d, 1859. 

I have compared with this account the abstract of disbursements 
on account of transportation, &c., and find that the Pay-Master is 
entitled to $345 more than is embraced in this account 

I also find the account to correspond with abstracts of disburse- 
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ments to Staff Officers, &c.« and persons employed in the Quarter* 

master's Department. The proper amounts are as follows : 

Transportation, &c., <> 17,891 95 

Staff Officers, &c., 12,341 49 

Quarter-Master men, 710 33 

HUGH ARCHER, 

Quartermaster Generol, 

t have compared the Pay Rolls with the above (except $12,341. 
49, 9710 33 and 917,546 95) and find them to correspond. 

a H. AUSTIN^ 
Dec. % 1859. Paymaster, 



Which was read. 

Mr. Whitfield moved that the same be referred to the Committee 
on Finance and Public Accounts ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Smith moved that a hundred copies be printed for the use of 
the House ; 

Which was adopted. 

The rule having been waived Mr. Gettis gave notice that at some 
future day he would ask leave to introduce the following bill : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jesse Carter, 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act declaring the Perdidd river 
navigable, 

Was read the third time and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs.- Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Brioson^ 
Broxson, Bush, Canlpbell, Christie, Clyatt, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, 
Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Manning, McKinnon, 
McNeill, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, Smith, White, Whitfield^ Wig- 
gins, Williams of Escambia and Yon — 31. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to amend the AttachmenI 
Laws of this State, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage th^ 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brevard, Brfnson, Bnab, 
Campbell, Christie, Church, Clyatt> Coffee, Erwin, E?an», Frinky 
16 



Gettis, Gillis, Hughey, Huut, Johnston, Manning, McKinnon, Mc- 
Neill, Mickler, Nicks, Peacock, Smith, Starke, White, Williams of 
Escambia and Yon — 29. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning Roads, 

W^as read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 

A bill to bo entitled an act concerning Costs and Fees, 

Was read the second time, and on motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Sheriffs, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an to change the times of holding Elections, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Heermans was allowed to ia- 
troduce without previous notice the following bill : 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the office of State Engl* 
neer for the State of Florida ; 

Which was ordered to be placed among the orders of the day, 

A bill for the relief of Simeion A. Edwards, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to Gx the salary for the office of the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court at Tallahassee, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading 
on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the circulation in this State 
of foreign bank bills of a less denomination than five dollars, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
tide, and on motion referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act amending the Pilot Laws for the 
Bay and Harbor of the City of Pensacola, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and referred to the Committee on Commerce and Navigation. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of H. T. Blocker, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of M. F. Papy, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the dividing line be- 
tween the Counties of Putnam and St Johns, 

Was read the first time> rule waivedi read a second time by its 
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title, and on motion, refen*ed to a select committee consisting of 
Messrs. Mickler, Gillis, Church and Brinson. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to empower John W. Broxson 
and Isaac Broxson to assume the management of their own estates. 

Was read the first lime, rule waived, read a second time by its ti- 
tle, and ordered for u third reading on Monday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorise the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund to clear out the channel of the Oclawa- 
ha river in this State, for the purpose of improving th^ same and 
other purposes. 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary* 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to organise the County of Volusia, approved January 29th, 1854, 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Brevard, Brinson, Broxson, Bush, 
Campbell, Church, Davidson, Evans, Frink, Gillis, Hughey, In- 
gram, Johnston, Kenan, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, 
Munn, Nicks, Peacock, Roberts, Smith, Starke, White, Wiggins, 
Williams of Escambia and Yon — ^29. 

Nays — Nune. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to di- 
vide the county of Duval and organize a new County to be called 
Clay county, approved by the Governor December 31st, 1858, 

Was read the second time by its title and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning Criminal Proceedings, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and 80 copies ordered to be printed for the use of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Bush, the bill was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A committee from the Senate, consisting of Messrs. Lamar, Mc- 
Queen and Dell, appeared at the bar, and requested that the House 
would return a resolution in favor of United States Register of 
Lands, which was rejected in the Senate on yestenlay. 

On motion, a committee of three were appointed on the part of 
the House to return said bill, consisting of Messrs. Ingram, Robin- 
son and Wiggins. 

The committee returned and reported that they bad performed 
their duty and were discharged. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Isaac N. 
Shepard, of Gadsden county. 

Was read a third time and on the question of its passicgti the rote 
was: 



Yead— -Mr. Speaker^ 'Mesdrs. Barrett^ Bissell, Brevard, BriDson, 
Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Cl^^att, Coffee, Davidson, Gettis, Tlughey, 
Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Robin* 
son. Smith, White, Wiggins, Williams of Leon and Yon — 26. 

Nays — Messrs. Evans and Williams of Escambia — 2. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Isaac N. She- 
pard, guardian of the minor heirs of Henry M. Shepard, late of Gads- 
den, deceased. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, 
Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Evans, Frink, 
Gettis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Kenan, McKinnon, Mc- 
Neill, Munn, Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Wiggins, 
Williams of Leon and Yon — 30. 

Nays — None, 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act relating to Pilots and Pilotage at the 
Port of Cedar Keys, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed, with a- 
tnendments, for a third reading on Mouday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to ai^thorise Guardians, Adminis- 
trators and Executors to invest the moneys of wards, testators and 
intestates of Leon county in the Railroad Bonds of said county. 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on 
Mpnday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act con- 
cerning the Agencies of other Banks in this State, 

Was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Brevard, the same was indefinitely postponed. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Erwin moved that Mr. Starke 
be excused from farther attendance on the House after to-day ; 

Which motion was adopted, 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating the method of Drawing and 
Summoning Juries, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to correct an error in a printed 
bill entitled an act to create the Counties of Suwannee and New 
River, 

Was read the third time and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, 
Broxson^ Bush^ Campbell> Churchy Coffee> Erwin, Evans, Frlnk, 
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GettiB, ^Gillis, Hughejr, tlngram, Kenan, Manning, McKinnoo» 
McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Nicks, Peacock, Robinson, Smith, White, 
Wiggins, Williams of Escambia and Yon — 31. 

Nay — Mr. Roberts — 1. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to enforce the payment of public mon- 
eys withheld by Defaulters, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed with 
amendments for a third reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to afford a rule of construction of 
Deeds and Wills in certain cases. 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act granting retail licenses in the county 
of Sumter, 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Ozias Buddington, 

Was read the second time, and on motion referred to the Com-^ 
mittee on Propositions and Grievances. 

On motion, Ordered that all orders for the day be read the 
second time by title. 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of justices 
of the peace ot this State, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on 
. Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create and regulate pilotage at the 
port of Bay Port, . 

Was read the second time by title, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an act to grant alternate sections of swamp 
and overflowed lands to the Perdido Railroad Company, 

Was read the first time, and second time by its title, and on mo- 
tion referred to the Committee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the fees of Notary Pub- 
lics in the county of St. Johns, 

Was read the first and second times by its title and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 

Senate resolution asking aid to improve the navigation of Holmes 
Creek, 

Was read the first and second times by its title and, on motion, 
referred to the Committee on Internal Improvements. 

Senate resolution relative to the several Railroads in this State, 

Was read the first and second times by its title and, on motion^ 
referred to the Committee on Internal Improvements. 

The mle hnving been waived) Mn Heermans was ftllowed to !&*> 
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trodace, without previous notice, a bill to be entided an act reserv* 
ing the right of drainage on Swamp and Overflowed Lands belong* 
ing to the State when sold, 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize Edmond N. Everett, 
of Washington county, to assume the management and control of 
bis own property. 

Was read the third time and, upon the question of its passage, the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, BisseTI, Brevard, Brinson, 
Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
Frink, Hughey, Kenan, Mf^ining, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, 
Peacock, Robinson, Smith, White, Wiggins, Williams of Escambia 
and Yon— 27. 

Nays — Messrs. Gillis, Heermans and Ingram — 3. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Mr. Brevard moved that the House adjourn until Monday morn- 
ing, 10 o'clock; 

tlpon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Barrett and Brevard and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Bush, 
Church, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Heermans, Hugh- 
ey, Manning and Williams of Escambia — 15. 

Nays — Messrs. Brinson, Broxson, Campbell, Coffee, Gillis, In- 
gram, Kenan, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Robinson^ 
Smith, White, Wiggins and Yon — 16. 

So the motion was lost 

On motion the House adjourned nntil Monday morning, 50 min* 
utes after 9 o'clock. 



MONDAY, December 12, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present 

Rev. Mr. Branch officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday's proceedings 
was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr, Barrett, Mr. Gettis was appointed on the Se- 
lect Committee of the House on Federal Relations, in place of Mr. 
Starke, who has leave of absence. 

The rule havingvbeen waived, the following bills were iutroduced 
tvithout previous notice i 

By Mr* Davidson i 
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A bill to be entided an act regulating appeals from Courts of Pro* 
bate in this State. 

By Mr. Brevard : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John M. Hill. 

By Mr. McNeill : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to provide for the 
recording of marks and brands of cattle shipped from the counties of 
Manatee and Hillsborough. 

B^ Mr. Munn : 

A bill to be entided an act for the relief of Clinton Thigpin, 
Sheriff of Franklin county. 

Which bills were ordered to be placed among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Davidson moved that Mr. Church be excused from serving on 
the Select Committee on the boundary line between the counties of 
St. Johns and Putnam ; 

Which motion was adopted, and the Speaker appointed Mr. Evans 
in his stead. 

The rule having been waived, Mr.Kenan gave notice that he 
wiU, on to-morrow, introduce a bill to be enUded an act to amend 
an act entitled an act to compel railroad companies to pay for all 
catde or other live stock killed upon their respective roads. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Erwin gave noUce that on to- 
morrow or some future day, he may introduce a bill to be entitled 
an act to allow all "young men" in this State, of the age of fifteen 
years and upwards, to assume the management of their own estates, 
and to contract and be contracted with. 

Mr. Ingram from the Committee on Corporations made the fol* 
lowing report : 

The Committee on Corporations to whom was referred a bill to 
be entided an act in relation to the Gulf City and Interior Rail- 
road company, and the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad company, 
beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have bad the same under consideration, and recommend 
that the bill do pass. 

TILLMAN INGRAM, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Barrett, from a Select Committee to inquire into the pracU* 
cability of boring an Artesian Well in the Capitol square, made the 
following report : 

The majority of the Select Ccmmittee to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to provide for the boring of an Artesian 
Well in the Capitol grounds, beg leave respectfully to 
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REPORT: 

That they have duly considered the same^ and recommend the 
passage of the bill. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F. C. BARRETT, Chairman, 
R. C. WILLIAMS. 
I dissent from the above report. 

TILLMAN INGRAM. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Barrett from the Joint Select Committee to enquire into the 
condition of the State Library, made the following report : 

The Joint Committee of the Senate and House of Representatives^ 
to whom it was referred by Joint Resolution of the 2nd ultimo, **to 
enquire and report as to the present situation and condition of the 
State Library, and how far the Act as to public propei-ty, approved 
January 16th, 1869, has been complied with," ask leave respect- 
fully to 

REPORT: 

1. That they find the State Library in a miserable condition. A 
pai-t of the same is scattered about and lying loosely piled up in the 
basement of the Capitol. 

2. The two rooms in the South end of the Capitol have not been 
fitted up, and "the entire State Library" has not been placed there- 
in as required by said Act of January 15th, 1859. One of said 
rooms has been partly fitted up, and a portion only of the Library 
appears therein. 

3. Your Committee are of opinion that said rooms should be fit- 
ted up, and that the same should be open for the use of the mem- 
bers of the Legislature during the sessions, under such regulations 
as the Librarian may adopt ; but that no books should be taken out 
of the Library or removed from the rooms except by resolution of 
the respective Houses, and that members of each receiving books 
should be required to give their receipts for the same, and return 
them at the end of each session to the door-keeper of their respec^ 
tive houses, to be returned to the Librarian ; otherwise our Library 
will gradually become depleted, and many of its most valuable 
works, which should be and are intended for the reference and con- 
sultation of ihe members of the Legislature, will be irrecoverably 
lost or mislaid. 

4. Your Committee find two Committee rooms nicely and neatly 
fitted up in the basement of the Capitol for the Committees of the 
two Houses respectively, and we commend the action of the Treas- 
urer as to the same< There are two other rooms referred to in the 
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4th section of said act which we are informed are rented out, as 
will appear by communication from the Treasurer, herewith submit- 
ted. 

6. Yonr Committee are informed that the Capitol roof leaks bad- 
ly, and think the Treasurer under the advice and supervision of the 
Governor, as in Section 6th of said Act, should be required to have 
a new roof put on, or the old one thoroughly repaired, as the tem- 
porary repairs rendered necessary by leakage, will soon amount to 
more than enough to pay for a good and thoroughly tight roof. — 
Your Committee are also of opinion that under the Act m question, 
the Treasurer under the supervision of the Governor, is authorized 
to make such necessary and essential fixtures in connection with the 
public grounds, as may be deemed expedient and essential to the 
accommodation and convenience of the Legislature and State offi- 
cers who are required to have offices in the Capitol. 

6. Your Committee are also of opinion that the Librarian should 
be required to make out and have printed in alphabetical order a list 
of all books, charts, &c., of every kind in the State Library, and be 
required from year to year to amend the same and report each addi- 
tional catalogue to each and every Session of the Legislature, having 
such additional catalogue likewise printed. 

7. Your Committee are also of opinion that the room occupied by 
the Supreme Court should be kept expressly for the use of said Court 
and for the Supreme Court Library, and that the Clerk of said Court 
should also occupy the room heretofore occupied by him contiguous 
thereto, inasmuch as said Court is for the entire State, and It be- 
hooves the State at large to supply rooms for the said Court, and 
Library,. and Clerk, but your Committee are of opinion that other 
Judicial officers of the individual Circuits of the State are not enti- 
tled to rooms in the Capitol, but that the several Court-houses of 
the different counties should supply such deficiency. 

Your Committee submit the following communications from the 
Treasurer and Librarian, and report the following bill, and recom- 
mend its passage. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, &c., 

J. McROBERT BAKER, 

Chm'n Senate Committee. 
F. C. BARRETT, ' 

Chm'n House Committee.' 



A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act as to preservation 
of Public property, approved January 15 th, 1859. 
Section 1st. Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened^ 
IT 
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That the Librarian of this State, be and he is hereby required to* 
have both the rooms in the South end of the Capitol, adjoining the 
Senate Chamber, fitted up as Library-rooms and the entire State Li- 
brary, except the Library of the Supreme Court, kept therein. 
, Sec. 2. The Supreme Court Library shall be kept in the Supreme 
Court room, under such order and direction as said Court may make 
as to the same. 

Sec. 3. The Librarian is hereby required to make out and have 
printed 100 copies of Catalogues, arranged in alphabetical order of 
all books, reports, maps, charts, &c., of every kind in the State Libra- 
ry, and shall have additional yearly catalogues arranged in the same 
manner, of the additions to said Library printed yearly, and he 
shall make report of the same, and of the condition and increase of 
said Library to each and every Session of the General Assembly. 

Sec. 4. The said Librarian is hereby authorized to adopt such 
rules and regulations for the keeping, and retention, and preserva- 
tion of the State Library as may be necessary and expedient, and 
that the Books, Reports, &c., aforesaid, shall be kept in said Library 
Rooms, and shall not be taken therefrom except by resolution of the 
Houses of the Legislature respectively, during their Session. 

Sec. 5. That the Treasurer of this State is hereby authorized 
under the supervision of the Governor, to have the roof of the Cap- 
itol thoroughly repaired, or if necessary a new and tight roof put 
on the same, and generally to repair or add such additional fixtures 
or appurtenances to the Capitol as may be actually necessary and 
essential to the preservation of the same, and the convenience of 
the members of the Legislature and those officers of the State who 
are required to keep their offices in the Capitol. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted^ That all laws and part of laws in- 
consistent herewith be and the same are hereby repealed. 



Treasury Office, ) 
Tallahassee, Dec. 6th, 1859. J 

HoNS. J. McR. Baker and F. C. Barrett, 

Chairmen, &c. : 

Gentlemen : — Agreeable to your request I respectfully submit 
some matters to your consideration relative to the public property : 

The roof to the Capitol building /is not in good condition ; the 
best master workmen here have worked on it in making repairs 
from time to time, but have failed to make it waterproof; they state 
that the difficulty is from the manner in which the slate is put on ; 
that not sufficient lap was allowed to them, nor to the zinc at the 
upper part of the valleys ; the consequence is the water penetrates 
under the slates and overflows the valleys, keeping the walls and 
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tipper timbere in a wet and injurious condition. Either a new roof 
•will be required or extensive repairs on the present one. 

The only two vacant rooms in the basement were rented out 
«oon after the passage of the law, at $100 per annum each, and two 
others on the same floor were prepared for Committee Rooms. 

The provision of a suflScient supply of water for the emergency 
of fire, is not as it might be ; there are two large cisterns, which are 
regularly cleared thrice a year ; the water being superior to that of 
the wells of the city, is so extensively used as to prevent keeping a 
suflScient supply for the purpose referred to. Either two additional 
cisterns will be necessary, or the citizens circumscribed in the use 
of the water by closing one cistern from public use. I have made 
-the necessary inquiries, and find a small portable Engine with nec- 
essary hose and fire buckets can be had at moderate expense, and 
think they should be obtained for the use of the building without 
delay. 

I am respectfully yours, 

C. H. AUSTIN, Treasurer. 



To the Chairmen of the Joint Committee, of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, "To inquire and report as to the present situ- 
ation and condition of the State Library, and how far the Act as 
ito public property, approved January loth, 1859, has been com- 
plied with" : 

Sirs : — The undersigned, State Librarian, would respectfully state 
how far he has been able to comply with the act of the General As- 
sembly, approved January 15th, 1859, and the reasons preventing 
his fully fitting up the rooms set aside for the State Library. The 
room on the right hand as you enter the Senate Chamber has been 
shelved and carpeted in the best manner that could be, in which 
most of the books belonging to the State and under the control of 
the Librarian are placed and being catalogued in the manner pre- 
scribed by said Act. The room opposite to the one at present shelv- 
ed and fitted up, is now used to keep the pamphlet Journals, Acts 
and other documents published by authority of the General Assem- 
bly. This necessity has arisen from the Treasurer's selecting for 
the use of the committees the room heretofore used for keeping and 
putting up for distribution, the documents used in exchanges with 
other States, and the oflScers throughout the State. So soon as the 
General Assembly may set aside a room in the basement of the Cap- 
itol in which the pamphlet Journals, &c., may be retained and used 
as a work-room, the law in every respect can and will be complied- 
with by 

Tours respectfully, 

F. L. VlLLEPIGUE, 

Secretary of State and 
Ex-OfflciDLiWrtriaii, ' 
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Which was read. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Bird from the Committee on 
Federal Relations made the following report : 

The Committee on Federal Relations to whom was referred a res- 
olution relative to the establishment of the boundary line between 
the States of Georgia and Florida, have had the same under consid- 
eration, and recommend the resolution do pass. 

D. B. BIRD, Chairman. 
Which was read and the accompanying resolution placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Vogt, from the Committee on Engrossed bills, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills report the following bills as 
correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of M. F. Papy ; 
A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the fees of Notary Publics 
in the County of St. Johns ; 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning Roads ; 
' A bill to be entitled an act to enforce the payment of public mon- 
ies withheld by Defaulters ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to create and regulate the Pilotage at 
the Port of Bay Port in the County of Hernando ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix a salary for the office of Clerk 
of the Supreme Court at Tallahassee ; 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning Pilots and Pilotage at Ce- 
Keys; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to di- 
vide the County of Duval and organize a new county to be called 
Clay county, approved by the Governor December 31, 1856 ; 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of H. T. Blocker. 
Respectfully submitted, 

D. A. VOGT, Chairman. 
Which was read. 
The f(^lowing message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, ) 
December 10th, 1859. \ 
Hon. John B. Galbbaith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following billj viz: 
A bill to be entitled an act more fully defining the duties of Tax 
Assessors and Collectors for the City of Pensacola. 

Very respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 
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The following communication was received from his Excellency 
the Governor : 

Executive Department, ) 
Tallahassee, December lOlh, 1859. \ 
Hoh, John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir: — I respectfully recommend the following nominations for th& 
advice ^nd consent of the General Assembly : 

Leon County. 
Auctioneer — R. A. Shine, Jr. 

Clay County. 

Auctioneer — Joseph Blitch. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

Which was read, and tfn motion the nominations were advised and 
consented to. 

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the foUow- 
ng bills as correctly enrolled : 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the times of holding the 
CiiHJuit Courts in the Counties of Hamilton and Taylor in the middle 
Juiiicial Circuit of Florida ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George 
Gibbs Smith ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George 
Fiisby ; 

A ' bill to be entitled an act to allow additional compensation 
to County Commissioners, 

L C. ROBINSON, Chainran. 

Which was read. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Davidson moved that Mr. Whit- 
field be excused from further attendance on the House to day ; 

Which ivas adopted. 

The rale having been waived, Mr. Bird introduced the following 
bill according to previous notice : 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Thomas J. Chace, a minor, 
of JefFetson County, to assume the management of his own estate; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to regulate the fees of Notary 
Publics in the eounty of St. Johns, 
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Was read the third time and, on the qnestion of its passage^ the 
TOte was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Broxson, Bash, Campbell, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Get- 
tis, Gillis, Heermans, Hunt, Johnston, Kenan, McKinnon, McNeill, 
Mickler, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Williams of Escambia, 
Williams of Leon and Yon — ^29. 

Nays — ^None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the .same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act concerning Roads, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
Tofe was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
8on, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Davidson, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Heer- 
mans, Kenan, McRinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Smith, White, Williams 
of Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon — 23. 

Nays — Messrs. Evans, Hunt, Johnston, Roberts and Robinson — 5. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the relief of M. F. Papy, 

Was read the third time and, upon the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Davidson, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gil- 
lis, Heermans, Hunt, Kenan, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, White, Williams of Escambia, Williams of Leon 
a»d Yon— 27. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Oi'dered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to create and regulate Pilots 
age at the port of Bay Port, in the county of Hernando, 

' Was read the third time and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Brox- 
son, Bush, Campbell, Church, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Gettis^ 
Gillis, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, McKinnon, McNeill, 
Mickler, Peacock, Roberts, Smith, White, Williams of Escambia and 
Yon— 27. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix a salary for the office of Clerk 
of the Supreme Court of Tallahassee, 

Was read the second time and referred to the Committee on th« 
Jodioiaiy. 
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Engrossed bill to be entitled an act concerning pilots and pilotage 
at the port of Cedar Keys, 

Was read the third time, and npon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Brinson, 
Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Heer- 
mans, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Pea- 
cock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Williams of Escambiai Wil* 
liams of Leon and Yon — ^28. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the pame be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled Bti 
act to divide the county of Duval and organize a new county to be 
called Clay county, approved by the Governor Dec. 31st, 1858, 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Broxson, Bush, Church, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Get- 
tis, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, 
McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smithy 
White, Williams of Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon— 32* 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Kenan moved that the Attorney 
General, Hon. M. D. Papy, be excused from further attendance on the 
House after the 15th instant ; 

Which was adopted. 

The rule having been waived, on motion of Mr. Barrett, the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms was granted leave of absence until Thursday next. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the relief of H. T. Blocker, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son. Bush, Campbell, Church, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink^ 
Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, McKinnon, 
McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Wil- 
liams of Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon — 3L 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed— ^title as stated. 

Ordered that the sarhe be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act in relation to Courts of Probate 
In this State, 

Was read the second time and, on motion, referred to the Com* 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Mortgagefi 
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Was read the second time and referred to the Committee on tfie^ 
Judiciary. 

A hill to he entitled an act for the protection of Fisheries, 

Was r- ad the first tiine, rule waived, read a second time by \\s 
title JMid rt^ferred lo the Comnuttee on Commerce aiid Navigation. 

The rule havini: heen waived, Mr. Davitison moved that Mr. Wil- 
liams ot Leon be added to the Committee on Commerce and Navi* 
gation ; 

Whirh was adopted. 

A bill lo be entitled an act to establish the office of State Engi- 
neer for the State of Florida, 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second time by- 
its title and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to mor- 
row. 

A hill to be entitled an act regulating appeals from Courts of Pro* 
bate in this State, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by it» 
title and on motion referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entuled an act authorizing a Bridge Tax in Walton 
County, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second and third times 
by its title and upon the question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Brinson, Broxson, Bush, 
Campbell, Church, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, 
Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, McKinnon, 
McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Wil- 
liams of Escambia and Yon — 30. 

Nays— -None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize Spencer Price, of 
Levy county, to establish a ferry from No. 4, on the main land, to 
the Western tern:inus of the Florida Railroad, on Way Key, thence 
across the Bay to the city of Atseena Otie, 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon which 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Davidson, 
Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, John- 
ston, Kenan, McKinnon, McNeill, Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, 
Smith, White, Wiggins, Williams of Escambia, Williams of Leoa 
and Yon--33. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to prohibit trespasses upotf Rail- 
road Land 6raDts> 
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Was reiid the first 'time, rule waired, read a second time by it^ 
Ittle and ordered for it third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to provi fe for the payment of 
costs by plaintifTi in certain cases in the Western Judicial Circaiti 

Was read the first time, rule walvbd, read d second time by its ti- 
tle, and on motidn referred to the Comoiittee op the Judiciary. 

Senate bill td be entitled an d6t fdr th^ relief of Andrew J. Moor« 
and Wm. S. Dllworth, 

Was read ihe first time, rule waived, read a second and third time 
by its title and upon the question of its passtlge the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr, Speaker, Messrs. Birdj Bissell, Bretafd, Brinson, Brox- 
son, Bush, Campbell, Chrislife, Church, Clyatt, Davidson, Erwiri; 
Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis^ Hughey^ Hunt^ Kenan, McNeill, Pea- 
cock, Roberts, Smith, White, Williams of Esciimbiii and Ydn — 27 

Nays — Nonfe;. 

So the bill passed — title ai stated. 

Ordered that the same be Certified to thti Sehiiie; 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to ei^tablish a fei*ry ^rdss tlid 
Ocklawa'ia river, 

Was re^d the first time, rule t^aived, road a second and third 
time times by its title find updn the question of its pass^e the vote 
waj8 : 

Yeas— ^Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, flre^ard; Brihson, 
Broxson, Bush, Campbell. Christie, Church, Davidson, Erwin, 
Evans, Frink, Gillis, Hughey, Hunt, Kenan, McKinnon, McNeil)/ 
Mickler, Peacock, Roberts, Smith, White, W/ggins, Williams of 
Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon-^29i 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A iiill to be entitled an act td change names and aIlo>^ minors to 
assume the manage of their own estates, to contract and be con- 
tracted with, to sue and be siied ds of age in certain cases. 

Was read the first time, role Waived, read a second time by its 
title and, on motion, laid on- the table. 

A bill lo be entitled an act in reference to Common Schools irt 
the county ot Walton, 

Was read the first time, rule \^aived, read a second time by its 
title and, on motion, referred to the Cqmmittee on Schools and Col- 
leges. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to the Gulf City and Inte- 
lior Railroad Company, and the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad 
Company, 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

The rule h4ving been waived, Mr. Davidson was allowed to movef 
18 
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that tfie vote on the bill for highways and roads in Wallon cotinf r^ 
be reconsidered, and the game be referred to a iSeltct Committee; 

Which molion was adopted. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. McKinnon, Johnston and Brox- 
eon as said Committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act tWr the reKef of Peter Falana, of Clay 
county, 

Was read the second time, rule waived, read »8ecm>d time by ics 
title, and referred to the Committee on Propositions and Grievances, 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide^ for tilling vacancies in 
certain offices in certain eases. 

Was read the second time, and the amendments recommended 
by the Comaoittee on Elections concurred i«. 

Mr.- Wrlliaras of Leon offered fui-ther amendments; 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. W^il. 
liams and Hrevard, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird,. Brevard, Bush, Christie, Get- 
th, H»gh«y, Johnston, Kenan, McKinnon, McNeiilyMickler, Smith, 
White, Wiggms, Williams of Escambia, Williams of Leon ttnd Yoa 
—18. 

Nays — Messrs. Barpett, JChureh, Davidson, Erwia- Evans, Frink, 
Heermans, Hunt, Ingram and Robinson — 10. 

So the amendrnentis Were adopted. 

On motion, the bill was iiidefinitely postponed. 

A bill to be entitled an act reserving the right of drainage on 
Swamp and OverfloMred Lands belonging to the State where sold, 

Was read the first time, rutl« waived^ read- a second ti«iie by its 
title, and on motion, referred to the Committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to empovrer John W, Broxsor* 
and Isaac Broxson to assume the man agon jent of their own estates, 

W^as read the thivd t>me, and on the question of its passage, tlio 
vote was; 

Yeas— Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Bissell, Broxson, Bush, Church, 
Davidson, Evans, Frink, Hughey, Johnston, Kenan, McNeill, Pea- 
cock, Richardson, R^in»o», Smith, White, Wiggins, Williams of 
Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon — 21. 

Nays — Messrs. Christie^ Heermans, Hunt and Ingram — 4. 

So the bill passed— title aa stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to- aathorize Guardians, Adminis- 
trators and Executors to invest the moneys o^* Wards, Testators and 
Intestates, of Leon county, in the Railroad Bonds of said county. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of ks passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — None. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Brinson,. Braxson, Buslv 
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Christie, Chiiroh, Drividsoa, Evans, Hoonwira.^ Httghey, Hwit, 
Johnston, Kenan, McKinnon, Mc.Veill, Miclder, Mnnn, Peacock, 
Ricbrtrdsnn, Roberts, llol>ii»so.i, Smith, VVHiire, Wiggins, William* 
«t* Kscambin, Williams of L(?an and Yon — 'IS. 
80 the Mil was lost. 

Ordered tliat tho hamo ho certified to the Senat«. 
A bill to ho entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of Justices 
of the Peace of this Slate, 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entidcd an act to amend an act entitled an act to se- 
cure cert'iin Rights to Married Women, 

Was read the second time by its title and referred to the Comtnit- 
tee oil the Judiciary. 

Resolution for the relief of Andrew J. Smiley and Robert Sessions, 
Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its title 
and on motion laid on the table. 

On motion ihe rule was waived and Mr. Wiggins was aliovved to 
make the following report: 

The Committee on Taxation and Revenii:*, to whom was referred 
3, bill to be entitled an act to reduce tho Taxes assessed for the State 
and to provide for the payment of Jurors, State Winesses, Post 
Mortem examinations and expenses of Criminal Prosecutions by the 
fleveral cotinties, have had the same under consideration and not be- 
ing able to agree upon a recommendation, bf>g leave to return the 
bill to the House, and be excused from further consideration of the 
same. 

JAMES A. WIGGINS, Chairman. 
Which was read. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act concerning Sheriffs and Coroners, 
Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second tune by its 
title, amendments concurred in, and tlie l>ill as amended ordered 
for a third reading on to morrow. 

On motion, Mr. Smith was allowed to withdraw the bill for the 
relief of Peter Falana. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend the law allowing ap- 
peals from the decisions of the Board of County Commissioners ii« 
this State, 

Was read the third time, amendments concurred in, and on the 
question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, 
Broxson, Bush, Christie, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, 
Gillis, Hughey, Hunt, Kenan, McKinnon, McN«*iIl, Mickier, Mnnn, 
Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Wiggins, 
Williams of Escambia, Williams ot Leon and Yon — 31. 
Nays — Messrs. Campbell and Heermans — 2. 
Bo the bill pa:<sed — title as stated. 
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Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an n<*t to in- 
pprporatethe town of Quinc}', approved February ]2ih, 1837, ap- 
proved January 13th, 1859, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and referred to ^ Select Conimiltee consisting of Messrs. Da- 
vidson, Kenan and Smith. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John M. Hill, 

Was read the first time, ruje waived, read a second time by its 
title, an(i on motion, referred to the Committee on Propositions and 
Grievance^. 

6^nate Resolution relative to the establishment of the boundary 
\\ne betw^^n the States of Georgia and Florida, 

Was r^ad ^ second time, rule waived, read a third time and put 
ypon it^ pa§Q£ige, upon which the vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. SIpeaker, IVfessrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Brox- 
son, Bush, Campbell, Christie, Church, Davidson, Erwin, Fnnk, Gil- 
lis, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, McfCinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, P»>a- 
pock, Richardson, Rpbinson, Smith, White, VVIggins, Williams of 
Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yqnr^30. 

Nays — Messrs. Evans and Heermans — 2. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide fqr the boring of an Artesian 
W^U ^i^ the Capital Grounds, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its title 
and order^4 to be engrossed for a thirl reading on to niorrow. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Bird gave notice that he would intro- 
duce a resolution to the efl^ct that no new business should be intro- 
duced after Wednesday. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Williams of Leon moved that the use 
of the Representative Hall be tendered to the Committee of Ar- 
rangements for Maj. Ward to deliver an Eulogy upon the life and 
character of James T. Ar<?Jier; 

Which motion was adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to the Gulf City and In- 
terior Railroad Company and th^ Pensi^cola and Georgia Railroad 
Company, 

Was read the second time and 9,rdere4 to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bSl to be entitled an act mpre fully Refining the duties of Tax- 
Assessor and Collector for the city of Pensacola, 

Was read the first tijme aud ordered for a second reading on to- 
iporrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Thomas J. Chace, a mi- 
nor, of Jefferson county, to assume the management of his ^^^(t]^ 
^state, 
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Was read the first and second time l)y its lille, the wile l»einnr 
waived, and ordered to be engrossed lor a third r^adini^ on to- 
niorrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to provide for ihe 
recording of marks and brands of catiie shipped from the countit's 
of Manatee and Hillsborough, 

Was read the fii-st and second time by its title, the rule bt* ini^ 
waived, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on io* 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Clinton Thigpin, 
Sheriff of Franklin county. 

Was read the first and second time by its title, the rule being 
waived, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to reduce the taxes assessed for i\u^ 
State, and to provide for the payment of jurors, state witnesses, post 
mortem examinations, and expenses of criminal prosecutions by the 
several counties, 

Waf* read the second time by its title, the role being waived, and 
ordered to Ue engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to in- 
corporate the city of Atf>eena Otie, 

Was read the second time by its title, the rule being waived, an<) 
ordered to be engrossed, with amendments, for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Bird offered the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That no new business be introduced afler Wednesday 
next, except in cases where notice of said bill has already been 
given ; 

Which was read. 

The rnle being waived, Mr. Davidson moved that a Comnn'ttee of 
three be appointed to inform the Committee of Arrangements that 
the Hall of the House of Representatives is at their service for tha 
delivery of Maj. Ward's Eulogy upon the life and character of Jas. 
T.Archer; 

Which motion was adopted, and the Speaker appointed Messrs. 
Davidson, Bird and Erwin as said Committee. 

Mr. Gettis moved to amend the resolution to introduce no further 
business after Wednesday by inserting Friday evening ; 

Upon which amendment the yeas and na^s were called for by 
Messrs. Barrett and Bird and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, B'ssell, Bush, Christie, Err 
win, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Heermans, Hnghey, McKinnon, McNeill, 
Muon, Richardson^ Roberts, Smith, WigJ^t^* f^nd Williams of Es- 
cambia — 19. 

Nays-^iVtessrs. Bu^, Brinson, Broxson, Church, Davidson, Hunt^ 
Ingram, Kenan, Mickler, Peacock, Robinsan» White and Yon-m-ld, 
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So 4ls<> ainondinpnt waa adopted. 

pn niofion, the House adjoununl until VVednesdav moining, 10 
o\'lofk. 



WEDNESDAY, December 14, 1859. 

The House met pursiinnt to adjournment — a quorum present. 

Uev. Mr. Brnneh officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday's proceedings 
was dispensed with. 

Mr. Erwin moved that Mr. Davidson be granted leave of absence 
until Friday; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Church moved that Mr, White be excused from attendance 
on the House for to day ; 

Which motion was carried. 

Mr. Cettis gave notice that he would, on some future day, ask 
leave to introduce the following bill : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jesse Carter. 

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

'Hie Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing resolution as correctly enrolled : 

Resolution for the relief of the Comptroller of the State. 

ISAAC C. ROBINSON, 

Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Christie, from the Committee on Propositions and Grievances, 
made the following report : 

The Committee on Propositions and Grievances, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Ozias Buddington, 
beg leave to make the following 

REPORT: 

That they have had the bill under consideration and find that the 
debt was incurred under the Territorial Government and not under 
the State Government, and that, in their opinion, the State is not 
responsible for the debts of thl3 Territory under the Constitution of 
the State, which opinion is fortified by the opinion of the Attorney 
(general; and they would, therefore, respectfully recommend that 
(he bill do not pass. 

JOSEPH CHRISTIE, Chairman. 
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Which tvas ff ad ^and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of tlie day. 

Mr. Erwln, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the fol- 
lowing Report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills report the following bills as 
correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an act to afford a rule of construction of 
Deeds and Wills in certain cnses; 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating the method of drawing and 
summoning Juries ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to grant retail licenses in the State 
of Florida; 

A bill to be entitled an to change the tinje of holdij)g Elections; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to provr«'e for the re- 
cording of Marks and Brands of Cuttle shipped from the counties of 
Manatee and Hillsborough; 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Thomas J. Chase, a 
minor, of Jefferson county to asbume the management of his own 
estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the boring an Artesian 
Well in the Capitol Grounds; 

. A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to in- 
corporate the city of Ats^eena Otit? ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to reduce the taxes assessed for the 
State, and to provide for the payment ot Jaroi-s, State VVitnesses, 
post mortem examinations and expenses of criminal prosecutions by 
the several counties; 

A resolution for the relief of Andrew J. Smiley and Robert Ses- 
sions ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the office of State Engi- 
neer for the State of Florida ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act in rektion to the Gulf City and In- 
terior Railroad Company and the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad 
Company. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. M. F. ERWIN. 

Acting Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Mickler, from the Select Committee on the Division Line be- 
tween the counties of Putnam and St. Johns, made tlie following, 
report : 

Mr. Evans and Mr. Mickler, from a Special Committee appointed 
by the House to investigate and report upon the bill making a divid- 
ing line between St Johns and Putnam counties, ask leave to make 
the following majority report : That the bill ought »ot to pass, far* 
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the reilbu that a large majority of the citizeiifl of St. Jolihs cddntj^ 
are op|1o8&d to it. 

J. A. MICKLER, 
SHARPLESS EVANS. 

Which was read and ine accdttlpanyiog bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Gillis, from i\ie dame Comtiiihee, madlf the follotiring ndinority 
report: 

The undersigned, a member of the aboVe Coootmittee, disaentif 
from the above rfeport, becaOile he deems the praj^r of the peti- 
tioners accompanj'ing said bill reasonable^ and th^t therefore the 
bill should pass id justice to the petitioner^ and th(^ best interest of 
the State. €. GlLLIS^ 

Which was reid. 

M K Gettis, frdin the Cotiihifttee on the iddieiarjr/ foade ib^ fdlow- 
ing. import: 

The Committee on the) Judiciary, to #hom vfAH referred d bill to 
be entitled an act to amehd an act entftied an act to secure certain 
rights to married womeii, hdve had the same dnder co^nsklefation, 
alid ask leav^ td 

REPORT 

*h\e same t)ack to the Hduse, and recomml^nd its ^sssige with 
tb^ following amendment, viz : add at the closed of the third section,^ 
'* Provided, she removes her property to another codnty she shall 
file an inventory ot the same^ as no^ required by law/^ 

Also, your Coitimittee haVe had dtider consideratidd ti bill to hei 
entitled an act to provide for the payment of costs by plaintiffs in 
Certain cases in the Westerrt Judicial Circuit, and suggest the fol- 
lowing amendment* viz ; by striking out the words '* any action of 
debt," and Insert in lieu thereof, " any suit at Law cfr Equity," and 
M'ith this amendment they ask leaV6 to report the bill back to the 
bouse. 

JAMES GfelTIS, 
Chah-man Com. on Judiciary. 

Which ^aft fead nind tile accompiinying bills plained among the 
orders of th^ day. 

Also tlie following : * 

The Comtfyfttee ot th6' Jtidfciary; io whom was t^fehed a bift to 
he entitled dh act regulating appeals from Courts of Probate in this 
State ; also, 

A bill to be entitled ah act to prescribe the manner of making, 
returns by Executors, Administrators and Guardiah^ in this Statey 
have had the same unde^ consideration, and ask leave u> report them 
back to the House, and recommend that they not pass. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman of Committee on Jtidiciary. 
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Which was read and the accompanjiug bills placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Also the following : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act in relation to Courts of Probate in this State, 
have had the same under consideration, and suggest the following 
amendment, viz : by transposing section five for section four (4), and 
with this amendment they recommend the passage of the bill. 

JAMES GEITIS, Chairman. 

Whieh was read, and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. McKinnou, from a Select Committee on Bridge Tax in Wal- 
ton county, made the following report : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an act authorizing a bridge tax in Walton county, have performed 
the duty assigned them and report, that they recommend that the 
bill be amended by striking out after the word " bank," in the 2d 
section, the words ** wherever and whenever they may deem it neces- 
sary." With this amendment the Committee are of the opinion 
that the bill should pass. 

N. J. McKINNON, 
C. L. BROXSON. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or - 
ders of the day. 

A communication from the Chamber of Commerce of New York 
was received. 

On motion, the same was read. 

Mr. Bird moved that a Select Committee of three be appointed to 
consider the same; 

Which motion \vas*adopted and the Speaker appointed Messrs. 
Bird, Brinson and Ingram as said Committee. 

The rule having been waived, the following bills were introduced 
without previous notice : 

By Mr. Williams of Escambia : 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring land owners to furnish the 
Tax- Assessor with the number of their lands. 

ByMr. Gillis: 

A bill to be entitled an act for filling ofiices in the County of Bre* 
vard. ^ 

By Mr. Wiggins : 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring each County in this State to 
provide a suitable place for holding the Circuit Courts ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for and pay the Governors 
of this State for services rendered as President of the Board of Tnis^ 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund. 

Which were placed among the orders of the day. 
19 
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The rnle having been waived, Mr. Williams of Leon was allowed 
to make the following report : 

The Conin^ittee on Schools and Colleges to whom was referred a 
bill to he entitled an act in reference to Common Schools in the 
County of Wall on, have had the same under consideration and re- 
commend that the 2d section be stricken Out, and that the bill do 
pass. 

R. €. WILLIAMS, Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Heermans introduced without 
previous notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure the right of way to the St 
Johns and Indian River Canal, and for other purposes ; 

Which was ordered to be placed among the orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to afford a rule for the con* 
Btruction of Deeds and Wills in certain cases, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Broxson, Bush, 
Campbell, Christie, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Gillis, Hunt, 
Kenan, McKinnon, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Wiggins, Williams of Escambia, Williams of Leon 
and Yon— 27. 

Nays— None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act in relation to the Gulf City 
and Interior Railrond Company, and the Pensacola and Gergia Rail- 
road Company. 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker> Messrs. Bissell,Brinson, Broxson, Bush, Camp- 
bell, Christie, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, Heer- 
mans, Hunt, Kenan, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, 
Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Wiggins, Williams 
of Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon — 30. 

Nays — None. 

So thd bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act regulating the method of 
Drawing and Summoning Juries, 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage^ upon which the 
vote was : 
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Yeas — Messrs. Brinson, Evans, Gillis, Kenan, Peaoock, Roberts, 
Williams of Escambia and Yon— 8. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Bush, Campbell, Church, 
Coffee, Erwin, Getiis, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Manning, McKinoon,. 
McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Richardson, Robinson, Smith and Wiggins 
—20. 

So the bill was lost. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act granting Retail Licenses in 
the State of Florida, 

Was read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Kenan the bill was placed back upon its third 
reading for to-morrow. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to change the time of holding 
Elections, 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bush, Church, Erwin, Gillis, Kenan, Munn 
and Wiggins — 8. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Brinson, Campbell, Coffee, 
Evans, Gettis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Manning, Mc- 
Kinnon, McNeill, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, Smith,, 
Williams of Escambia, Williams of Leon and Yon— ^22. 

So the bill was lost. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to provide 
for the recording of Marks and Brands of Cattle shipped from the 
counties of Manatee and Hillsborough, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Broxson, 
Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans,^ 
Hughey, Hunt, Kenan, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, 
Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Smith, Williams of Escambia, Williams 
of Leon and Yon — 27. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to empower Thomas J. Chace, 
of Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own estate. 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Broxson, Bush, Church, Coffee, 
Erwin, Evans, Hughey, Kenan, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, 
Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Smith, Whitfield, Williams of 
Leon and Yon — 21. 

Nays— Messrs. Campbell, Gettis, Heermans, Hunt and Williams, 
of Escambia — 5, 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 
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Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 
The rule having been waived, Mr. Bird gave notice that he will 
on to morrow or some future day, introduce a bill to be entitled an 
act to amend an act entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to establish the ad valorem system of taxation, approved January 15, 
1859. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to incorpo- 
rate the City of Atseena Otie, 

Was read the third time^ and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Chris- 
tie, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ke- 
nan, Manning, McKinnon, McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Richardson, 
Robinson, Smith, Whitfield, Wiggins, Willian^s of Escambia, Wil- 
liams of Leon and Yon — 28. 
Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 
Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to provide for the boring of au 
Artesian Wells in the Capitol grounds. 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brinson, Heermans, Kenan, 

McNeill, Whitfield, Williams of Escambia and Williams of Leon — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Bissell, Broxson, Campbell, Christie, Church, 

Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Gillis, Hughey,' Hunt, McKinnon, Peacock, 

Richardson, Robinson and Wiggins — 17. 

So the bill was lost. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to reduce the taxes assessed 
for the State, and to provide for the payment of Jurors, State Wit- 
nesses, post mortem examinations, and expenses of Criminal Prose- 
cutions by the several Counties in this State, 

Was read the third time and, upon the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Christie, Coffee, Erwin, 
Gillis, Hughey, Manning, Robinson and Williams of Escambia — 11. 
Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Evans, 
Gettis, Heermans, Hunt, Kenan, McKinnon, Mickler, Mnnn, Pea- 
cock, Richardson, Roberts, Smith, Whitfield, Wiggins and Yon — 19. 
So the bill was lost. 

A petition for the relief of the widow of William Pearce, of Madi- 
son county, deceased, was read. 

On motion of Mr. Erwin, the same was referred to the Committee 
on Propositions and Grievances. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Erwin moved that Mr. Wil- 
liams, of Escambia, be excused from further attendance on the 
House after to. day; 
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Which was carried. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled aa act to establish the office of 
State Engineer in this State, 

Was read the third time and, on motion, placed back upon its 
second reading. 

Amendments were offered, on which the yeas and nays were 
called for by Messrs. Barrett and Bush and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Broxson, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey 
and Whitfield— 6. 

Nays — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Bush, Campbell, Christie, 
Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Grttis, Hunt, Ingram, Kenan, Manning, Mc- 
Kinnon, McNeill, Mickl r, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, 
Robinson, Wiggins, Williams of Escartibia, Williams of Leon and 
Yon— 26. 

So the amendments were lost. 

Mr. Evans moved that the bill be laid upon the table, which mo- 
tion was adopted. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Williams of Leon moved that 
Mr. McKinnon bo granted leave of absence for the balance of the 
session after to day; 

Which was carried. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Kenan, from a Select Commit- 
tee, made the following report : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an act to amend an act entitled an act to amend an act entitled an 
act to incorporate the town of Quincy, approved February 12lh, 1837, 
approved January 13th, 1859, respectfully report the bill back to the 
House and recommend its passage. 

D. L. KENAN, 
JOHN G. SMITH. 

Which was read and the. accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend the Jurisdiction of Justices 
of the Peace in this State, 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon which the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Broxson, Campbell, Christie, Cof- 
fee, Erwin, Evans, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Kenan, 
Manning, McKinnon, Mickler, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Rob^ 
inson, Smith, Whitfield, Williams of Escambia, Williams of Leon 
and Yon — 26. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Bush, Gettis, Munn 
and Wiggins — 7. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled ao act to prevent Trespasses upon Rail- 
road Land GrantSi 
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Was read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Wiggins, the bill was placed back upon its sec^ 
ond reading and referred to the Committee on State Lands. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act in relation to Sheriffs and Coro- 
ners, 

Was read the second time, the amendments concurred in, and the 
bill as amenrled ordered for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act more fully defining the duties of 
Tax Assessors and Collectors for the City of Pensacola, 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be an entitled an act for the relief of Ozias Buddington, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a^ 
third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion, the House took a recess until 3 o'clock, P. M. 



3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House resumed its session — a quorum present. 
The following message was received from the Senate ; 

Senate Chamber, I 
December 13th, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following resolution : 
Resolution to empower the Governor of the State to sell certaia 
Bonds. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the resolution placed among the orders of 
the day. 

Also the following : 

Sejsate Chambek, 
Tallahassee, Dec 12, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir: The Senate has this day passed the following bills, viz: 
A bill to be entitled an act concerning Replevin ; 
A bill to be entitled an act relative to the offices of Sheriff and; 
Circuit Court Clerk in the county of Washington ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Lake City and Sa-. 
wannee Rail Road Company ; 
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House bill to be entitled an act to empower Littleberry Manning, 
^ minor, to assume the management of bis own estate ; 

Hous.^ bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Mayor and Al- 
dermen of the City of Peiisacola to elect a public weigher of cotton ; 

House bill to be entitled an act declaring the Perdido river navi- 
gable. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 

Which was read, and the accompanying bills placed among .the 
t>rders of the day, and the House bills which had passed the Senate 
ordered to be enrolled. 

The rule having been waivedj Mr. Galbraith introduced, without 
previous notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the establishment of a 
Lunatic Asylum in this State; 

Which was ordered to be placed among the orders of the day. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to provide for a dividing line be- 
tween the Counties of Putnam and St. Johns, 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to entitled an act requiring land owners to furnish the Tax* 
Assessors with the numbers of their Lands, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for filling offices in the county of Bre« 
vard. 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring each county in this State to 
provide a suitable place for holding the Circuit Court, 

Was read the first time. 

On motion, referred to the ^ommittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for and pay the Governoif 
of this State for services rendered as President of the Board of Trus-^ 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund, 

Was read the firs time and ordered to be readja second time on 
to« morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure the right of way to the St 
Johns and Indian River Canal and other purposes. 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled aq act to 
amend an act to incorporate the town of Quincy, approved February 
12th, 1837, approved January 13th, 1859, 

Was read the third time> and upon the question of its passage the 
Yote was : 
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Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brinson, Broxson, Busb, 
Campbell, Christie, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Heermans, 
Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Kenan, Manning, Peacock, Richardson, 
Robinson, Smith, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Escambia and 
Yon— 26. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate resolution to empower the Governor of this State to sell 
certain Bonds, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and on motion referred to the Committee on Finance and Public 
Accounts. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act relative to the offices of Sheriff 
and Circuit Court Clerk, for the County of Washington, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, and read a second time by 
its title. 

Mr. Evans moved to strike out the word "Sheriff" wherever it 
occurs ; 

Which motion was adopted and the bill ordered for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Lake City and 
Suwannee Railroad Company, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act concerning replevin. 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for a Lunatic Asylum for 
this State, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by Us 
title, and on motion referred to a select committee of five, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Gillis, Whitfield, Campbell, Wiggins and Bush. 

Mr. McNeill moved that he be excused from the Committee on 
Commerce and Navigation ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 10 o'clock^ to*marrov 
morning. 
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THURSDAY, December 15th, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — ^a quorum present. 
On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday was dispensed 
with. 

The rule having been waived, the following bill was introduced 
without previous notice : 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of C. E. Cooper ; 
Which was placed among the orders of the day. 
The following bill was introduced in accordance With previous 
notice : 

Bjp Mr. Kenan : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to compel Railroad 
Companies to pay for all Cattle and other Live Stock killed upon 
their respective roada; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Williams of Leon moved that the vote on Senate bill autho- 
rizing guardians, &c., to invest monies of wards in Leon county in 
Railroad bonds of the same be reconsidered ; 
Which motion was adopted. 

The Committee, to whom was referred a bill for the re-organiza- 
tion of the Supreme Court, were, on motion, dischargied from the 
further consideration of the same. 

On motion of Mr. Erwin, the bill was withdrawn. 
Mr. Erwin, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills report the following as cor- 
rectly engrossed, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the establishment of a 
Lunatic Asylum for this State ; and, 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Ozias Buddington. 
Respectfully submitted, 

' J. M. F. ERWIN, 

Acting Chairman. 
Which was read. 

Mr. Robinson from the Committee on Enrolled Bills made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the following 
bills as correctly enrolled : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the laws now in force in this 
State relative to Ejectment Suits ; 

A bill to authorize the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Pensa- 
icola to elect a Public Weigher of Cotton ; ' 
A bill to be entitled an act declaring th^ Perdido River navigable ; 
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A bill to be entitled an act to empower Littlebeiry Manning, a 
minor, to assume the management of his own estate. 

ISAAC C. ROBINSON, Chairman. 

A\ hicli was rond. 

Mr. Kenan, from the Committee on Claims, made the following 
report : 

The Committee on Claims to whom was referred a bill to be en- 
titled an act for the relief of Simeon A. Edwards, respectfully report 
the bill back to the House and recommend its passage. 

D. L. KENAN, Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr, Coffee, from the Committee onjFinance and Public Accounts, 
made the following report : 

The Committee on Finance and Public Accounts, to whom was 
referred a resolution entitled a resolution to empower the Governor 
of this State to sell certain bonds, having had the same under consid ] 
oration beg leave to report the same back to the House and recom* 
mend its passage. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. C. COFFEE, Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompanying resolution placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Also the following : 

The same Committee to whom was referred the message of hi* 
Excellency the Governor, regarding the sale of certain State bonds, 
having duly considered the same, beg leave respectfully to 

RERORT: 

That the Senate resolution which they have had under considera- 
tion and this day reported back to the House with the recommenda- 
tion that it do pass, embraces the views on this point which his Ex- 
cellency the Governor desires carried into effect, therefore further 
action on the message before them is deemed unnecessary^ 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. C. COFFEE, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Christief, rom the Committee on Propositions and Grievances^ 
made the following report : 

The Committee on Propositions and Grievances to whom was 
referred a bill for the relief of John M. Hill, have had the same under 
consideration and recommend that it do pass. 

JOS. B. CHRISTIE, Chairman. 

Which was read and on motion the Committee was discharged 
from further consideration of the same, and the accompanying bill 
placed among the orders of the day. 
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Mr. Mann, from the Committee on Commerce and Navigation, 
made the following report : 

The Committee upon Commerce and Navigation to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act for the protection of Fisheries, 
beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have had the said bill under consideration, and they 
deem the existing laws are amply sufficient for the protection of 
Fisheries within this State, and in their opinion the effect of this bill 
would be injurious to a large portion of the citizens of the State and 
would only grant exclusive privileges to a few contrary to the spirit 
of the Constitution of this State, they would therefore respectfully 
recommend that the bill do not pass. 

ROBT. D. MUNN, Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Also the following : 

The Committee upon Commerce and Navigation to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act amending the Pilot Laws for the 
Bay and Harbor of the city of Pensacola beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideration, and in their 
opinion the third section of the bill should be amended by inserting 
aft(*r the word " Pensacola," the words " or the State of Florida," 
and by striking out the words " Mobile and New Orleans ;" with 
these amendments they would recommend the passage of the bill. 

ROB'T. D. MUNN, Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

The following communication was received from his Excellency 
the Governor : 

Executive Department, ) 
Tallahassee, December IStli, 1859. ) 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

Charged as the Executive of this State with the protection of the 
interests of the State of Florida, I deem it to be my duty, under the 
constitution and my oath, to call your special attention to the fact that 
incendiary efforts are being made in this State, by distributing amongst 
our people through the United States mail, printed matter inciting ne- 
groes to rebel or make insurrection, and inculcating resistance to 
the right of property of masters in their slaves. A few days since a 
book of this treasonable character entitled, " Compendium of the 
Impending Crbis of the South, by Hinton Rowan Helper, of North 
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Carolina/' addressed to the Governor of Florida, was received by 
me through the Post Office at Tallahassee. 

It is a matter of public notoriety that a number of members of 
Congress of the United States are endorsei*s and circulators of this 
treasonable book, and thus we have the fact established that mem- 
bers of Congress, (said to number more than sixty membprs,) are 
inciting insurrection and resistance among the slaves in the State of 
Florida. I call upon you as the Representative of this sovereign 
State to aid me in vindicating the honor of the State, and to assist 
me in requiring of the General Government that the Constitution of 
the United States shall be enforced, and that the State of Florida 
shall be protected under that instrument. 

I would therefore recommend that you pass a law similar to that 
passed by the State of Virginia, preventing incendiary publications 
from being distributed through the United States mail, and that you 
further enact such laws, as to you shall be deemed adequate to the 
mischief, for the punishment of any persons who shall circulate any 
abolition paper of any character whatever, or who shall in any way 
incite resistance by any slave or slaves to their masters, or shall in- 
terfere with the relation of master and slave, with intent to injure 
the institution of slavery as it exists in this State. 

I would further recommend that the General Assembly shall pass 
a Joint Resolution, addressed to our Senators and Representative 
in Congress, instructing them to demand that any member of the 
Senate or House of Representatives of the United States, who has 
aided in causing this book to be distributed or circulated and sent 
into the State of Florida, thereby inciting insurrection in the State 
of Florida, shall be expelled from the Congress of the United States 
And that our Senators and Representative be instructed to prefer 
charges against each and every member of the Congress of the 
United States who has in any manner whatever aided in circulating 
pr causing this treasonable book to be sent into the State of Florida, 
and cause such person or persons to be arraigned before the Senata 
or House of Representatives of the United States of America. 
And that the General Assembly select a suitable person to convey 
said Joint Resolution to our Senators and Representative in Con- 
gress. 

The framers of this government never intended that those who 
incite the committing of treason, murder and conspiracy in a sove- 
reign State, should be worthy of occupying seats from which they 
should enact laws for the government of this nation, and has pro- 
vided a power in Congress for their expulsion. 

Let the State of Florida first endeavor to have her rights under 
the Constitution enforced ; and when denied let her people deter- 
mine the course to be pursued. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. a PERRY. 
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Which was read. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the same was referred to the Committee 
on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Gettis moved that 80 copies of the same be printed ; 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Heermans moved that Mr. Whitfield be appointed on the 
Committee on Federal Relations, in place of Mr. Starke, who is ab- 
sent; 

Which was adopted. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Ozias Buddington, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Erwin, Heermans and Smith — 4. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Bird, Bissell, Biinson, Bush, Camj bell, Chns- 
tie, Church, Qlyatt, Coffee, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Hughey, 
Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, Manning, Mickler, Munn, Peacock^ 
Richardson, Roberts, White, Wiggins and Yon — ^28. 

So the bill was lost. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Bird introduced, according to 
previous notice, 

ll^ A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
establish the ad valorem system of taxation.^ approved January 13th^ 
1859 ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Church introduced without pre- 
vious notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Susan Pearce, admin- 
istratrix, and James T. Lester, administrator of William Pearce, de- 
ceased ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Gettis gave notice that he 
will, on some future day, ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 
an act lor the relief of Jesse Carter. 

On motion, Mr. Smith was allowed to withdraw the script at- 
tached to the bill for the relief of Ozias Buddington. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the dividing Ime be- 
tween the counties of Putnam and St. Johns, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, Erwin, 
Gillis, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Manning, Peacock, Richardson, 
Smith and Whitfield— 15. 

Nays?— Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Campbell, Christie, CofiTee, Evans, 
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Frink, Gettis, Hughey, Johnston, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Roberts, 
Robinson, Wiggins,, Williams of Leon and Yon — 17. 

So th*9 bill was lost. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Vogt, from the Committee on 
State Lands, made the following report : 

The Committee on State Lands, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to prohibit trespasses upon Railroad land grants, 
beg leave to report back to the House said bill with the following 
amendments : 

* Strike out, in the first section, where a fine is prescribed, the 
words " less than three nor ;" also strike out, where imprisonment 
is prescribed, the words " less than one month nor," and the word 
" six " ensuing and substitute the word *' one,'' so as to make it read 
" to be imprisoned not more than one month." 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. A. VOGT, Chairman. 

Which was read and the amendments adopted. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Williams of Leon moved that 
Mr. Vogt be excused from further attendance on the House after 
to-day ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The rule having been waived^ Mr. Brevard introduced, without 
previous notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Militia and Patrol Law& 
of this State, 

Which was read the first and second times by its title, the rule 
being waived, and on motion of Mr. Bush, 80 copies thereof were 
ordered to be printed. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. McNeill introduced without 
previous notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act to correct an error in the printed act 
approved January 15th, 1859, entitled an act for the relief of Josiah 
Gates and other persons therein named, citizens of Manatee county ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Simeon A. Edwards, 

Was read the second time and ordered to bo engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for and pay the Governor 
of this State for services rendered as President of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund, 

Was read the second time and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance and Public Accounts. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to prohibit trespasses upon Rail- 
road land grants. 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to* 
morrow. 



159 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure the right of way to the St. 
Johns and Indian River Canal and for other purposes, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Barrett introduced, without 
previous notice, ^ 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning the qualifications of the 
jurors in the counties of Duval, Clay and St. Johns ; 

A bill to be entided an act for the protection of fisheries on the 
coast of Florida, approved December 17th, 1845 ; 

Which were ordered to be placed among the orders of the day. 
Engrossed bill to be entitled an act granting retail licenses in the 
State of Florida, 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Campbell, Erwin, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, Heer- 
mans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, 
Richardson, Roberts, White, Wiggins, Williams of Leon and Yon — 
19. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, 
Bush, Church, Coffee, Manning, Peacock and Whitfield — 11. 
So the bill passed — title as stated. 
Ordered (hat the same be certified to the Senate. 
Senate bill to be entitled an act concerning sherifi*3 and coroners. 
Was read the third time, amendments concurred in, and on the 
question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Bush, 
Campbell, Christie, Church, Coflfee, Erwin, Evans, Gettis, Heer- 
mans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingran, Johnston, Manning, Mickler, Peacock^ 
Richardson, White, Whitfield, Williams of Leon and Yon — ^26. 
Nays— Mr. GiUis— 1. 
So the bill passed — title as stated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 
Senate bill to be entitled an act more fully defining the duties of 
tax assessor and fcollector for. the city of Pensacola, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was ; 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Bush^ 
Campbell, Christie, Church, Coflfee, Erwin, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, 
Hughev, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, Mickler, Peacock, White, 
Whitfield, Wiggins and Yon— 25. 
Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 
Senate bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the manner of making 
returns by executors, administrators and guardians in this State, 
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Was read the third time and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — None. 

Najs — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, 
Hughej, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, McNeill, Mickler, 
Peacock, Richardson, White, Whitfield and Yon — 25, 

So the bill was lost. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of 
costs by plaintiffs in certain cases in the Western Judicial Circuit, 

Was read the third time and, upon the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Bush, Campbell, Christie, 
Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Heermans, Hughey, McNeiU, Mick- 
ler, Richardson, Whitfield, Wiggins and Yon — 18. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Brinson, Gettis, Gillis, Hunt, 
Ingram, Johnston, Manning, Peacock and Smith — 11. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act in relation to Courts of Probate 
in this State, 

Was read the second time and orderdd for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act in reference to Common Schools in 
the county of Walton, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring land owners to furnish the 
Tax- Assessor with the number of their lands. 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for filling offices in the county of Bre- 
vard, 

Was read the second time and orplered to be* engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act relative to the offices of Sheriff 
and Circuit Court Clerk in the county of Washington, 

Was read the third time. 

Mr. Erwin moved that the word Sheriff be stricken from the title 
of the bill : 

Which was adopted, and, on the question of its passage, the vote 
was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, 
Campbell, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Frink, Gillis, Hughey, Hunt, 
Ingram, Johnston, Manning, McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Richardson^ 
Roberts^ Smithy White, Whitfield, Wiggins and Yon— 26. 
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Navs— Xone. 

So the bill passed — title as amended. 

Ordered that the same he certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act cor>cerning Replevin, 

Was read the second time and referred to the Committee on th& 
Judiciary. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Lake City and 
Suwannee Railroad Company, 

Was read the second tin>e by title and referred to the Committeer 
on Corporations. 

The role having been waived, Mr. McNeill introduced without 
previous notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act to make the Road Laws of Duval coun- 
ty applicabfe to Manatee county ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act lor the relief and benefit of C. E. 
Cooper, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its title 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate resolution to empower the Governor of the State to self 
certain Bonds, 

Was read the tliird time, and on the question of its passage the 
vole was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett,. Bird, Brevard, Brjnson, Bush, 
Campbell, Christie, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, 
Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Manning, McNeill, Mickler, 
Peacock, Richardson, Roberts^ Smith, White, Whifiteld^ Wiggins^ 
and Yon— 30. 

Nays — None. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the ^anie be certified to the Senate^ 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John M. Hill, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Ingram, from the Committee on 
Corporations, made the following report: 

The Committee on Corporations to whom was referred a petition 
of F. Robinson and others, praying that Harrison Fairbank be al- 
lowed to erect a mill on the Ocklockonee river, having had the same 
under consideration, beg leave to report. 

That in their judgment the prayer of the petitioners should be^ 
granted, and said Committee recommend the passage of the accom- 
j)anying bill entitled an aet for the relief of Harrison Fairbank. 

R«'Sf)ectfijllv submitted, 
Tl LL M AN I N G R A M, Chair m^. 
21 
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Which was read, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Gillis, from a select committee, 
made the following report : 

The undersigned of the Select Committee appointed to contract 
for the publication of the General Acts passed and to be passed at 
this session, 

REPORT: \ 
That we have discharged the duty assigned to us, and that we 
have contracted with Messrs. Dyke & Carlisle, as per proposal 
tendered herewith and accepted by us. 

C. GILLIS, 

THEO. W. BREVARD, Jr. 

Tallahassee, Dec. 12, 1859. 
Hod. C. Gillis, 

Chairman of Select Commitiee, c^c. 
Sir : We propose to print 150 copies of the " General Acts" 
passed at the present adjourned session for $1.35 per page, have 
them ready for delivery within fifteen days after the adjournment of 
the General Assembly, and send them, free of postage, to the per- 
sons specified in your motion to the House. 
Very respectfully, &c. 

DYKE & CARLISLE. 

Which was read, and on motion the report concurred in. 
A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
amend an act to establish the ad valorem system of taxation, approved 
January 15th, 1859, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to^morvow. 
The following message was received horn the S'enate: 

Senate Chamber, ) 

December 14th, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B, Galbsaith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives :1 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bill and amend- 
ment, viz : 

House bill to be entitled an act to amend the Attachment Laws af 
this State, 

With the following an[?endments : 

Strike out in the 24th line of section 1st, all after the word "same"^ 
in said section, it being the concluding oath in said section. 

Very respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate, 



1(53 

Which was read and the amendment proposed bj the Senate con- 
curred in, and the bill as amended ordered to be enrolled. 
Also the following ; 

Senate Chambkr, ^ 

December 14th, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bill, viz : 
A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to permit free persons 
of African descent to select their own masters and become slaves, 
approved January 15, 1859. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 
Also the following: 

Senate Chamber, j 
December 14th, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Represeniatices : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bills and reso- 
lutions, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the City of Ocala ; 
House bill to be entitled an aqt to allow Spiritous Liquors to be 
«drank where sold; 

House bill to be entitled an act for thd relief of Samael B. Willi- 
ford, the County Surveyor of Jackson county; 

Senate resolution for the reliei of certain parties holding Stale 
Witness and Jury Scrip ; also, 

House resolution relative to the ofHce of Register ol U. S. Lands 
at Tallahassee. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDE.V, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the House bills and resolution which had 
passed the Senate ordered to be enrolled and the Senate bill and 
resolution placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to make the Road Laws of Duval 
county applicable to Manatee county. 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its title 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate resolution for the relief of certain parties holding State 
Witness and Jury Scrip, 
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Was read the first tinio nnd ordered for a second reading on to- 
oiorrovv. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to permit Free 
Persons of African Descent to select tlieir own masters and become 
43laves, approved January 15th, 1859, 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time ou 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Harrison Fair])ank, - 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time hy its 
jtitle and ordered to he engrossed for a third reading on to morrow. 

S<^nate bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of Ocala, 

Was read the first time by its title and ordered for a second read- 
ing on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning the qualification of Jurors 
in the counties of Duval, Clay and St. Johns, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by title 
find referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act for 
ihe protection of Fisheries on the* coast of Florida, 

VVas read the first time, rule waived read a second time by its ti!^ * 
and, on motion, referred to a Select Committee consisting of Messi 
McNeill, Barrett, Bird and Bissell. 

On motion, the House adjourned until to- morrow morning, 1( 
-o'clock. 



FRIDAY, December 16, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present 

Rev. Mr. Branch officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday's proceedings 
^as dispensed with. 

A committee from the Senate appeared at the bar of the House 
and requested the return of a joint resolution for adjournment 

Mr. Barrett moved that a committee of three be appointed to return 
fiaid resolution ; 

Upon which question the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Barrett and Brevard, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, 
Bush, Campbell, Clyatt, Erwin, Frink, Gettis, Heermans, Hiighey, 
Ingram, Johnston, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, 
Braith, Whitfield, Wiggins and Yon— 24. 

Nays — Messrs. Broxson, Church, Coffee, Evans, Hunt, Manning, 
JiJicJks^ Robinson, White and Williams of Leon — 10. 
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^ the m<ytion was adopted, and Messri. Barrett, Brevard and 
Erwin were apf)ointed said committee. 

Mr. Erwin moved that a comniiUee be ajipointt^d to confer with a 
similar comtnittee on the part of the Senate, to appoint some day 
for an adjournment ; 

Which motion was adopted, and Messrs. Firwin, Barrett and Bre- 
vard were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Frink moved that the vote taken on t,he dividing line between 
Putnam and St. Johns counties be fecon&idered, and that a commit- 
tee of three be appointed to wait on the Sonatu and request a return 
of said bill to the House ; 

Which motion was adopted, and the Speaker appointed Messrs. 
Friok, Ingram and Heermans said committee. 

Mr. Manning moved that Mr. Nicks be excused from further at- 
tendance on the House after to-day ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The rule being waived, the following bill was introduced without 
previous notice : 

By Mr, Williams of Leon : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the eighth section of an act 
entitled an act to provide for the incorporation of Insurance Com- 
panies ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

The following bills were introduced aceordtng to previous notice : 

By Mr. Gettis: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jesse Carter, Special 
Agent; and, 

A bill to be entitled^an act for the relief of Samuel B. Todd; 

Which were placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills report the following bills as 
correctly enrolled: 

An act for the relief of Sanonel B. Williford, County Surveyor of 
Jaekson county ; 

Resolution relative to the ofHce of Register of United States lands 
at Tallahassee ; and. 

An act to allow Spiritona LiqooFft to be drank where sold. 

I. C. ROBINSON, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Barrett, from the Committee on Claims, made the following 
report : 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred a bill to be en- 
titled an act for the relief of Susan Pearce, administratrix, and James 
T. Leslie, administrator of WiWiani Pearce, having duty considered 
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tlie jtame, beg leave to report the same back to the House with thd 
recommendation that it do pass. 

Respectfallj submitted, 

F. C. BARRETT, 
Acting Chairman Com. on Claims. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Coffee, from the Committee on Finance and Public Accounts, 
made the following report : 

The Committee on Finance and Public Accounts, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act to provide for and pay the Gov- 
ernor of this State for services rendered as President of the Board 
of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, having had the same 
under consideration, beg leave respectfully to report, that in their 
opinion the subject matter of said bill is one which should more 
properly be laid before the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund for their consideration. Your Committee, there- 
fore, beg leave respectfully to return said bill to the House, with the 
recommendation that it do not pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. C. COFFEE, Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills report the following bills as 
correctly engrossed, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure the right of way to the St. 
Johns and Indian River Canal, and for other purposes ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Harrison Fairbank ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for filling offices in the county of Bre- 
vard; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Simeon A. Edwards; 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring land owners to furnish the 
Tax Assessor with the numbers of their lands ; 

A bill to be entitled an act in reference to common schools in the 
county of Walton ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to compel Railroad 
companies to pay for all cattle and other live stock killed upon their 
respective roads; 

A bill to be entitled an act to make the road laws of Duval coun- 
ty now in force applicable to Manatee ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
amend an act to establish the ad valorem system of taxation, ap- 
proved January 15th, 1859 ; ^ 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John M. Hill ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to correct an error in an act approved 
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January 15thy 1859, entitled an act for the relief of Josiah Gates 
and other persons therein named, citizens of Manatee county ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief and benefit of C. £. 
Cooper. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. A. VOGT, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, , 
December Iftth, 1859. 
Hon, J. B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bills and reso- 
lution, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
New Orleans Steam Navigation Company ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
Columbus steam boat company ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to empower William W. Tucker, 
of Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to empower Susan M. Croom, a 
minor, of Leon county, to assume the management of her owrt es- 
tate ; 

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, 
of Gadsden county ; 

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, 
guardian of the minor heirs of Henry M . Shepard, late of Gadsden 
county, deceased ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Andrew 
J. Revells, of Madison county, to that ofvAndrew J. Duncan ; also 

Senate resolution to change mail route No. 6543. 
Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 

Which was read and the Senate bills and resolution placed among 
the orders of the day, and the House bills which had passed the Se- 
nate ordered to be enrolled. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Gettis introduced, without pre- 
vious notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to non-resident Executors ; 

Which was ordered to be placed among the orders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Smith introduced, without pre- 
vious notice, 

A Resolution in relation to Common Schools ; 

Which was ordered to be placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gettis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the fol- 
lowing report: 
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The Committoo on the Jtrdiciary, to ^lom'was refert'Cif a bllf i<f 
be entitled an act concerning Costs and Foes ; also a bill to l>e enti- 
tled an act for the benefit ot* the heirs f the estate of James G. Ben- 
dy, deceased ; and a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act enti- 
tled an act to enable Executors, Administrators and Guardians to 
sel' the real estate <»f Infants^ approved Januarj 23, 1851, have had 
the same under consideration and ask leave to report them back to 
• the Mouse, and recommend their passage. And they have also had 
under consideration a bill that was to them referred, entitled 
an net to prohWiit the circulation iit this State of foreign Bank 
Bills of a less denominatron than Five Dollars, and respectfully re* 
j)ort the same back to the House, and rceommend that it do not 
pass. 

And your Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an act in relation to iSheriffs, have had the same under consideration 
smd sugges*^^ the following amendment, viz: by striking out the 
word ** twelve" ii the last line but one of the second section, and 
insert in lieu thereof the word ** fifteen," and with this amendment 
the\^ recommend the passage of the bill. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman of Committee on Judiciary. 

Which was read and the accompanying bills and amendments 
placed among the orders of the day. 

Also tlie following : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to- whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to repeal the third section of the sixth article of 
the Constitution of this State ; 

Also a bill to be entided an act to amend the eighth section of the 
thirteenth a'^ticle of the Constitution of this State ; 

Also a bill to be entitled an act still further to amend the seventh 
section of the thirteenth article ot the Constitution of this State, have 
had the same under consideration, and respectfully report them back 
to the House, and a majority of vour committee recommend that 
they do not pass^ 

And your Committee have had under consideration a bill to be 
entitled an act to fix a salary for the Clerk of the Supreme Court at 
Tallahassee, and ask leave to report the same back to the House 
and recomnoend that it do not pass. 

JAMES GETllS, 
Chairman Com. on Judiciary. 

Which was read and the aceompanying bills placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Christie tioiii the Con>mittee on Propositions and Grievances 
made the following report: 

A majority of the committee on Propositions and Grievances to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act for the lelief of John 
Addison and otliers, have had the same under conmderatioii and ask 



leave to report the Bame back to the Hoase and recommend its pat* 
sage. 

JOSEPH B. CHRISTIE, Chairman. 

Whieh was read, and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Ingram, from the Committee on Corporations, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

The Committee on Corporations, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to incorporate the Lake City and Suwannee Rail- 
road Company, have had the same under consideration and recom- 
mend the bill do pass. 

TILLMAN INGRAM. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Simeon A. Edwards, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
'vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brevard, Brinson, Broxson,' 
Bush, Campbell, Clyatt, Coffee, Ervvin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Heer- 
mans, Johnston, Manning, McNeill, Mickler, Nicks, Richardson, 
Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Vogt, Whitfield, _Wiggins, Williams of 
Leon and "^n — ^28. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — tide as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to secure the right of way to 
the St. Johns and Indian River Canal, and for other purposes. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
Vote was : 

Yeas— Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, 
Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Clyatt, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Frink, 
Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Johnston, Manning, McNeill, Mickler, 
Munn, Nicks, Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Vogt, Whitfield, 
Wiggins, Williams of Leon and Yon — 31. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title b^ stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Harrison 
Fairbank, 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Brevard, Brinson, Broxson, Bush, 
Clyatt, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Johnston, Manning, Micklei' 
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Munn, Nicks, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Smitih, Vogt, White- 
Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Leon and Yon — 25. 

Najs— None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for filling offices in the county 
of Brovard, 

Was read the third time. 

On motion the rule was waived and the bill placed back upon its 
second reading, and amended by adding the following section : 

Skc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Sheriff of said countj 
shall be ex-ofRcio Tax Assessor and Collector of said countj. 

Oi deredy That the bill as amended be engrossed for third reading 
on to-morrow. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act requiring land owners to fur- 
nish the Tax Assessor with the number of their lands. 

Was read the third time, on n^otion laid on the table. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. McNeill introduced without 
previous notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the protection and disposal of 
wrecked and derelict goods in the State of Florida ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 
. Engrossed bill to be entitled an act in reference to Common 
Schools in the county of Walton, 

Was read the third time. ^ 

On motion, the same was placed back upon its second reading. 

Ordered to be engrossed with amendments. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Bird, from the Committee on 
Federal Relations, made the following report: 

The Committee to whom the special message of the Governor of 
this State was referred, 

REPORT: 

That they fully and entirely approve and sustain the recommen* 
dations made by the Executive to the General Assembly. Your 
Committee have had the evidence of the Governor of this State, 
that a treasonable book, which is intended to excite an insurrection 
or revolt of slaves in the Southern country, thereby including the 
State of Florida, has been received by him through the United 
States mail. 

We call the attention of this body to the Law of Florida, found 
on page 490 of Thompson's Digest. It is as follows: " If any per* 
son or persons shall excite an insurrection or revolt of slaves, or 
shall attempt by writing, speaking or otherwise, to excite an insur<» 
rection or revolt of slaves, lie, she or they so offending shall on con- 
viction thereof suffer death." — Act February 10th, 1832. 

It is published to the country that over sixty memben of Coa« 
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gress have contributed money to circalate this book, which incites 
insurrection or revolt of slaves, and it has been sent to Florida. 
How many copies ot which have been circulated in our State we 
cannot tell, nor is it necessary to ascertain to make those persons who 
are principals or accomplices amenable to the law of the land. 

The message of the Governor calls upon us to aid him in vindi- 
eating the honor of the State, and having our rights under the Con- 
stitution of the United States enforced. Let us respond to that call 
promptly. The Executive recommends that our Senators and Re- 
presentative prefer charges against each and every member of Con- 
gress who has been guilty of the offence charged, and that they be 
expelled from their seats. It is due to the State of Florida that those 
who " shall attempt by writing, speaking or otherwise, to ex- 
cite revolt or irisurrertion in our State," should not occupy seats in 
the Congress of the United States, and enact laws for a peo|)le (hat 
they have committed so grievous a crime aiiainst. They are 11 ibie 
to be tried by the House of which they are members, and expelled 
therefrom. They have committed an act which if they had fully 
consummated in this State, would have cost them their lives on the 
gallows; but as there is a doubt whether, inasmuch as they aided in 
circulating tl^is book by subscribing money out of the Stale, and 
afterwards sent it to Florida, that they are legally subject to be 
tried by the Courts of this State, we approve of the course suggest- 
ed by ;he Governor, that they be arraigned before Congress. They 
are no more legally or morally fit to occupy seats in Congress than 
if they had committed overt treason in Florida on Monday, and re- 
turned to their seats in Congress on the next Friday. 

We annex hereto a Joint Resolution and a Bill, which we re- 
commend do pa§s. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. B. BIRD, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

'I'he rule having been waived, Mr. Bird introduced, without pre- 
vious notice, 

A bill to be entitled an act preventing the circulation of certain 
books ; 

Which was ordered to be placed among the orders of the day and 
80 Copies thereof printed. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to make the Road Laws of 
Duval county, now in force, applicable to Manatee, 

Was read the third time and, upon the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs, Barrett, Bissell, Brinson, Broxson, 
Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Gettis, 
Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Manning, McNeill, Mickler, 
Peacock^ Richardson, Roberts^ White, Whitfield^ Wiggiaa* Wil- 
liami of Leoa mod Yom-*^ 



172 

Nays— ^None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an 
act to establish the ad valorem System of Taxation^ apprcved Jana« 
ary 15th, 1859, 

Was read the third time^ and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Bush, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, 
Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Manning, Mickler, Munn, Pea- 
cock, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, White, Whitfield and Yon — 
28. 

Nays — Messrs. Campbell, Smith and Wiggins — 3. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Mr. E. M. Graham, Clerk of the House, tendered his resignation. 

Mr. Brevard moved that the same be accepted ; 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brevard, the House went into the election of 
Chief Clerk. 

Mr. Brevard nominated Mr. M. F. Papy. 

The House went into an election, with the following result : 

For Papy — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, 
Brinson, Bush, Campbell, Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, 
Evans, Frink, Gettis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Man- 
ning, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Vogt, White, Whitfield and Yob— 33. 

So Mr. Papy was unanimously elected Chief Clerk of the House. 

Mr. Bird moved that the House go into the election of an Assis- 
tant Clerk ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Frink nominated Mr. W. W. Woodward. 

Mr. Davidson nominated Mr. M. Footman. 

Mr. Bird nominated Mr. L. Bruce. 

The House went into an election with the following result : 

For Bruce — Messrs. Bird, Brevard,, Bush, Clyatt, Gettis, Gillis, 
Hughey, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, Mickler, Munn and Peacock 
—12. 

For Woodward — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Coffee, Frink, Hunt, 
Richardson, Robinson, Vogt, Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of 
Leon — 10. 

For Footman — Messrs. Barrett, Brinson, Campbell, Church 
Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Smith and White — 9. 

The Speaker declared there was no election. 

Mr. Frink withdrew the name of Mr. Woodward. 

Mr. Davidson withdrew the name of Mr. Footmsn. 
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Mr. Richardson nominafed Mr. Woodward. 

The House went into a second ballot which resulted as follows : 

FoK BftucB — Messrs. Bird, Brevard, Brioson, Campbell, Church, 
Clyatt, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, Hughey, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, 
McNeill, Mickler, Muan, Peacock, Robinson and Williams of Leon 
—19. 

For Woodwabd— Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bush, Coffee, 
Davidson, Erwin, Richardson, Smith, Vogt, White, Whitfield and 
Wiggins — 13. 

The Speaker declared Mr. Bruce duly elected Assistant Clerk of 
the House. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of John M. Hill, 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Brinson, Bush, 
Campbell, Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, 
Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, Munn, Peacock, Rich- 
ardson, Robinson, Smith, Vogf, White, Whitfield and Williams of 
Leon— 28. 

Nays — None. 

So^he bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

On^motion the House took a recess until 3 o'clock, P. M. 



3 OTLOCK, P. M. 

The House resumed its session — a quorum not present. 

Mr. Erwin moved a call of the House; * 

Which was adopted. 

On motion, the members engaged on Committees were excused. 

On motion, the door was closed and the Sergeantat-Ari^is was 
dispatched for the absent members. 

On motion, further proceedings under the call of the House were 
dispensed with. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Erwin, from a Joint Select 
Committee, mkde the following report : 

The Joint Select Committee appointed to fix upon a time for ad- 
journment sine die of the present General Assembly, beg leave re- 
spectfully to report the following resolution and recommend its 
adoption : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Florida in General Assembly convened, That this General Assem- 
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Hj do adjourn sine die on Tuesday night, the 20th inst, at fifty- 
nine minutes after 1 1 o'clock, P. M. 

JOHN M. P. ERWIN, Ch'n. House Committee. 
J. McROBERT BAKER, Ch'n, 
A. S. BALDWIN, 
L. G. McELVY, 

Senate Committee. 

We, the undersigned, beg leave to dissent from the above report. 

P. C. BARRETT, 
T. W. BREVARD, Jr., 

House Committee. 

Which was read. 

Mr. McNeill moved that the resolution for adjournment be infor- 
mally laid over ; 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Ingram and Williams of Leon, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Bush, Campbell, 
Clyatt, McNeill, Munn and Smith— 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Brinson, Broxson, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, 
Evans, Prink, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, 
Manning, Peacock, Roberts, Vogt, White, Wiggins and Williams of 
Leon— 21. 

Which motion was lost 

Mr. Ingram moved moved that the Resolution be placed upon its 
passage. 

Mr. Barrett moved te amend said motion by postponing action on 
the Resolution until to-morrow morning. 10 o'clock ; 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Ingram and Barrett and were : 

Yeas— Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Gettis, McNeill and 
Smith— 6. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Brinson, Broxson, Bush, Clyatt, 
Coffee^ Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Prink, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, 
Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, 
Robinson, Vogt, White, Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of Leon 
—26. 

So said motion was lost. 

Mr. Ingram moved tl at the resolution be adopted. 

Mr. Barrett moved to amend said motion by deferring action on 
the resolution until to-morrow ; 

So said motion was lost. 

Mr. Whitfield moved that the resolution be laid on the table ; 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Ingram and Williams of Leon and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Campbell, Clyatt, 
(rettis, Heermans, McNeill, Munn, Smith| Whitfield and Wiggins— 
1% 
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Nays — Messrs. Brinsoir, Broxson, Bash, Coffee, Davidson, Er* 
win, Evans, Frink, Gillis, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Man- 
ning, Mickler, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, Vogt, 
White and Williams of Leon— 22. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Barrett moved that the resolution be placed first among the 
orders of the day for to-morrow. 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Ingram and Davidson, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bisse)],Brinson, Bash, Camp- 
bell, Evans, Getlis, Hughey, Ingram, McNeill, Munn, Richardson^ 
Smith, Vogt, White, Whitfield and Wiggins— 18. 

Nays — Messrs. CoflTee, Davidson, Erwin, Gillis, Hunt, Johnston^ 
Manning, Mickler, Peacock, Roberts and Robinson — 11. 

So the motion was carried. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Wiggins moved that Mr. Manning bo 
excused from further attendance on the House after to-morrow ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The rule being waived. Mi. Williams of Leon moved that Mr. In- 
gram be excused from further attendance on the House after to mor- 
row; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Ingram moved that the Speak- 
er certify to the Treasurer the amount of $125 00 for services ren- 
dered by E. M. Graham, Esq , as Chief Clerk of the House, and 
that the same he included in the amounts to be appropriated by the 
General Appropriation Committee. 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 10 o'clock^ to-morrov 
morning. 



SATURDAY, December 17th, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present. 

Rev. Mr. Branch officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday's proceeding^ 
was dispensed with. 

Mr. McNeill moved, that during the residue of the session no 
member be allowed to speak on any question before the House over 
ten minutes; 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Ingram moved; that during the residue of the session no mem* 
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ber be allowed to speak on any questioir before the House over fire 
minutes ; 

Whiph motion was adopted. 

Mr. Davidson moved, that a bill to be entitled an act for the pro- 
tection of Fisheries be recommitted to the Committee on Commerce 
and Navigation ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Gettis moved, that Mr. Broxson be excused from further at- 
tendance on the House after to-day; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Frink moved, thai the vote taken on a bill to be entitled an 
act to change the boundary line between St Johns and Putnam^ 
which was lost in the House on the 15th^ be reconsidered; 

Which motion was lost. 

The rule being waived^ Mr. Bush was allowed to introduce^ in ac- 
cordance with previous notice, the following bill : 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning Judicial Proceedings ; 

Whicii was placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Erwin, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills^ made th» 
following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the follow 
ing bills as correctly engrossed, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act in reference to Common Schools in the 
county of Walton ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act for filling offices in the county of Bre- 
vard. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JNO. M. F. ERWIN, 

Acting Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Gillis, from a Select Committee, made the following report : 

The Select Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an act to provide for the establishment of a Lunatic Asylum for this 
6tate> have had the same under consideration^ and ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That they recommend that the bill pass after being amended as 
follows: Strike out the word "twenty" in the first section, and in- 
sert in lieu thereof the word " ten." Insert between the words 
"for" and "the," in the last line except two in the first section, the 
words, ** the purchase of a suitable lot of land and." 

Insert between the words " erection" and " of" in the last line 
except two of the first section, the words " or purchase.^' Insert 
after the word " at" in the last line except one of the Ist sec.^ the 
^ords " or within two miles thereof.'* 
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Insert after the word " government" in the 3d line of the 3d seo.j 
the worJs " or within two miles thereof." 

Insert between the words ** erected" and " according" in the 4th 
line of 3d sec, the words '* if no suitable building shall be purchas* 
ed." C. GILLIS, 

A. H. BUSH, 
ARCHED CAMPBELLi 
JAMES A. WIGGINS, 
GEO. WHITFIELD. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among thti 
orders of the day. 

Mr. McNeill, from a Select Committee, made the following re- 
port: 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an act to amend an act entitled an act for the protection of Fisheries 
on the coast ot Florida, approved Dec. 17, 1845, beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have duly considered the same and recommend that the 
bill do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ARCH'D. McNeill, Chairman, 
F. C. BARRETT^ 
D. B. BIRD, 
T. BISSELL. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 
The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, ) 
December 16th, 1859. 5 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bill, viz : 
House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Simeon A. Ed* 
wards. 

yery respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the bill ordered to be enrolled. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, \ 
December 16th, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bill, viz i 
23 
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House bill to be entitled an act concerning Pilots and Pilotage 
at Cedar Keys, with the following amendment : Strike out ** sec. 6.'' 
Very lespectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEiSr, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read. 

Mr. Ingram moved that the House concur in the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senate in a House bill to be entitled an act concerning 
Pilots and Pilotage at Cedar Key ; 
Which motion was adopted. 
Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 
The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, ) 
Tallahassee, Dec. 16, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir: The Senate has this day passed the following bill as a sub- 
stitute for the House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Allen 
Gibson, viz: 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Allon Gibson of 
Marion county, and Solomon F. Haliday, of Alachua county. 

Very respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read. 

Mr. Wiggins moved that the House accept the substitbte trans* 
mitted from the Senate ; 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called and were as 
follows : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Me^l^rs. Barrett, Brevard, Broxson, Bush, 
Christie, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gillis, 
Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Manning, McNeill, Mickler, 
Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Whitfield, Wiggins- 
and Williams of Leon — 28. 
Nays — None. 

So the substitute was accepted. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate and the bill b& 
enrolled. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, I 
Tallahassee, Dec. 16, 1859. \ 
Hon. John B. Galbraitr, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bills and reso- 
lution, viz: 
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A bill to be entitled an act to organize a Fire Insurance Com- 
pany in Pensacola, under the name of Pensacola Insurance Com- 
pany; 

A l>ill to be entitled an net in relation to Evidence ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to remove in part obstructions to Com- 
merce at the port of Jacksonville; 

A bill to bo enti;led an act to add an additional section to the 
Constitution of this State, to be numbered section eight of article 
sixteen ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the attendance of slave 
witne ses in cajntal cases; 

Resolution urging upon Congress to establish a Fort and other 
necessary fortifications at Apalachicola; 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Joseph D. Smith to 
assume the management of his own estate; 

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of H. T. Blocker; 

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of IVf. F. Papy ; and, 

House bill to b» entitled an act to unite the offices of Judge of 
Probate and Clerk of the Circuit Court in Volusia county. 
Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 

Which was read and the accompanying bills placed among the 
orders of the day, and the House bills which had passed (ho Senate 
ordered to be enrolled. 

Mr. VVhiifiild, from the Committee on Internal Improvements, 
made the following report : 

The Committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act in relation to the different lines of Rail- 
road encouraged by the act approved January 6th, 1855, and also 
the resolution relative to the several Railroads in this State, have 
considered the same and 

REPORT: 

That the bill and resolution relate to the same matter and seem to 
contemplate the same object, diHTering only in details. The Com- 
mittee recommend that the bill be amended by adding after the 
words "heretofore issued," in the 15th line of first section, the 
words *' or that may be hereafter issued," and by striking out the 
word "six," in the twenty-seventh line of same section and insert- 
ing the word " fifteen." As these amendments will accomplish the 
object conleniplated by boih, the Committee recommend the pas- 
Sage of the bill with the proposed amendments and the indefinite 
postponement of the resolution. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GEO. WlttyriB^, ChU 
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Whieh wad read and the bill and resolution placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Also the following : 

The Committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund to clean out the channel of the Oclawaha river 
in this State, for the purpose of improving the navigation of the 
same, and for other purposes; also, a bill to be entitled an act to 
grant alternate sections of swamp and overflowed lands to the Per- 
dido Railroad Company, and also the resolution asking aid to im- 
prove the navigation of Holme's Creek, report that they have had 
the same under consideration, and are of opinion that the said bills 
and resolution should pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GEO. WHITFIELD, Ch'n. 

Which was read and the accompanying bills and resolution placed 
^mong the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gettis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act in relation to Mortgages, have had the same under 
consideration and respectfully report the same back to the House 
^nd recommend its passage, 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman of the Com. on Judiciary. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or- 
ders of the day, 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Joint Resolution providing for the adjournment of the General 
Assembly, 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Erwin moved that Tuesday night be stricken out and insert 
Thursday night ; 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs 
Ingram and Evans, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Bush, 
Campbell, Erwin, Gettis, McNeill, Munn and Smith— II. 

Nays— Messrs. Brinson, Broxson, Christie, Church, Coffee, Da- 
vidson, Evans, ?Frink, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, 
Johnston, Manning, Miekler, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Robin- 
son, White, Whitfield, Wiggins, Wdliams of Leon and Yon— 25.* 

So tho motion was lost. 

Mr. Brevard moved that the resolution be amended by insertine 
Wednesday, 21st; ^ 

Which motion \raB lost • 
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Mr. Ingram moved that the resolution be adopted ; 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Ingram and Richardson^ and were: 

Yeas — Messrs. Brinson, Broxson, Christie, Church, Coffee, Da- 
vidson, Erwin, Evans, Friiik, GiUis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, In- 
gram. Johnston, Manning, Mickler, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smilh, While, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Leon and 
Yon— 27. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Bush, 
Campbell, Gettis, McNeill and Munn — 9. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate resolution to change mail route No. G543, 

Was read the first time, and on the question of its adoption the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett. Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, Bush, Camp- 
bell, Christie, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Frink, GiUis, Heer- 
mans. Hunt, Ingram, Manning, Mickler, Peacock, Richardson, Ro- 
berts, Robinson, Smith, White, Whitfield, Wiggins and Yon — 27. 

Nay— Mr. McNeill— 1. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bills as correctly enrolled : 

An act to empower Susan M. Croom, a minor of Leon county, 
to assume the managr^ment of her own estate ; 

An act to empower Wm. W. Tucker, of Jefferson county, to as- 
sume the management of his own estate ; 

An act to change the name of Andrew J. Hevells, of Madison 
county, to that of Andrew J. Duncan ; 

An act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, of Gadsden county; 

An act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, guardian of the minor 
heirs of Henry M. Shepard, late of Gadsden county, deceased ; 

An act to amend the attachment laws of this State. 

ISAAC C. ROBINSON, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an' act in reference to Common 
Schools in the county of Walton, 

Was read the third time, and, on the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, 
Broxson, Bush, Campbell, Christie, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, 
Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Munn, Peacock, Richardsoi^ 
Robinson, Smith, White, WhitQeld and Yon— 25. 

YeAS— NoMv. 
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Ordered that the winr.e be certified to the Senat**. 

Kngro8?ed Inil to be entiiled au act for filling offices in the coontjr 
of Brevard, 

Wa« read the third time, and on the question of its pnssage the 
TOte was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett. Bi?stll, Brevard, Briison, 
Broxson, Bush, Christie, Church, CofiVe, Davidson, Erwin, Evans,. 
<jrilli3, Heemians, Hughey, Hunt, lugram, Miekler, Munn, Peacock, 
Richardson, Robinson, ^luith. While, Whitfield, Williams of Leon 
and Yon— 28. 

Nay — Mr. Campbell — 1. 

So the bill pas>ed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to correct an error in an act 
approved January 15tb, 1859, entitled an act for the r lief of Josiah 
Gates and other persons therein named, citizens of Manatee coaiity, 

W^as read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
TOte was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Brinson, Broxson, Campbell, Chorch,. 
Cofiee, Davidson, Evans, Gettis, Hughey, Johnston, McNeill, Miek- 
ler, Mann, Peacock, Roberts, Smith, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams 
of Leoi and Yon — 21. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Brevard, Bash, Christie, Frink^ 
Gillis, Heermans, Hant and Richardson — 9. 

So the bill passed — tide as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the relief and benefit of 
C. E. Cr>oper, 

Was read the third time and pnt upon its passage, upon which 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brinson, Campbell, David- 
son, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Hnghej', Johnston, McNeill, Peacock, 
Smith, Whitfield and Williams of Leon — 15. 

Nays — Messrs. Brevard, Bn^h, Christie, Church, Coffee, Gillis, 
Heermans, Hunt, Munn, Richardson, Roberts, White and Yon — 13. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate resolution for the relief of certain parties holding State 
Witness and Jury Scrip, 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on 
Monday. 

House Wll to be entitled an act to provi«le for and pay the Gover- 
nor of this State for services ren.lered as President oi the Board o( 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, 

Was read the seooad tmBg^od m motion, Mn W%gio» was al- 
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lowed to withdraw all after tbe enacting clause in said bill and to 
^ffer tl:e following as a substitute : 

That, in the ju<*gment ot* the General Assembly, tho s^rvires neces- 
sarily required of the Governor ol* this State, ab the President of the 
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, clearly entitle 
him to pay for such extra services, and the Trustees are hereby au- 
thorized to allow such pay as aforesaid, in a sum not less than five 
hundred dollars, annually, commenting with the year eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty eight, and to cease at the close of the present term 
>of the Executive otfice. 

Mr. Barrett moved the indefinite postponement of the substitute ; 

Upon which motion 4he yeas and nays were called for by Messrs, 
Barrett and Williams of Leon, and were: 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bush, Erwin, Evans, Gillis, Heermang, 
Hunt, Ingram, Peacock and Richardson — 10. 

Nays — Mr. S{)eaker, Messrs. Brevard, Brinson, Broxson, Camp- 
bell, Church, Davidson, Getiis, Hughey, Johnston, McNeill, Mick- 
ler, Munn, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Whitfield Wiggins, Williams 
of Leon and Yon — ^20. 

So the motion was lost. 

Ordered that the bill as amended be engrossed for a third reading 
on Monday. 

House bill to be Entitled an act in relation to SheriflTs, 

Was read the second time, and the amendments recommended by 
the Judiciary Committee concurred in, and the bill as amended or- 
dered to be engrossed tor a third reading on Monday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Apalachicola 
and New Orleans Steam Navigation Company, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second and third 
4ime by its title, and upon the question of its passage the vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Brinson, Broxson, Bush, Campbell, 
Chiistie, Church, Cofi^ee, Davidson, Erwin, Gettis, Heermans, Hugh- 
•ey, Hunt, Johnston, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, 
Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Whitfield, Wiggins and Yon-^27. 

Nay— Mr. Gillis— 1. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Apalachicolft 
and Columbus Steamboat Company, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and ordered for a third reading on Monday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the circulation in this 
State of Foreigti Bank Bills of a less denomination than five dollars. 

Was read the second time by its title and on motion indefiuiteljr 
postponed. 

Ordered that tbe same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act ta 
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eubte exetJiton, lOTr.rA^tnicn and irianHass to aell the ml esUto 

IV as ivad tike second tlaoe and ordered to be engrosBcd for m 

tLl 'd rea-. i ' g c; M '■•i -:i v. 

Od mo'Joo^ the Hoc^e took a recess ontil 3 o'clock, P. M. 
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The Honae resnnced its session — a qnornrn present 
Tbe foiioiiiDg me&sa^ \ias received trrvm the Ser.ate: 

Sex ATE Chaxbitb, 7 
December ITih, 1S59. J 
Hod. JoH?i B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of RepresenSatires : 
Snt: The Senate has this daj passed the following bill, viz: 
An act to repeal in part tbe 24(b seciioQ of tbe act entided an 
act to provide for and encoaraire a liberal systeni of Interaal Im- 
profefDeot in tbis State^ approved Janaarr 6th, ISoa. 

Very respect foil v, 

J. E. BOWDEX, 

Secretarj of Senate. 
Which was read and the aceooDpaDjiiig bill placed among dfee 
orders of tbe day. 
Abo the following: 

Senate Chajcbfe, ) 
December 17th, 1859. J 
Hod. Joror B. Galbkatth^ 

Speaker of the House of RepresenUOites : 

8tr : The Senate has this day passed the folio wing bills and reso- 
lution, Tiz : 

A bill to be entitled an act in addition to and amendatory of the 
sereral acts concerning pleading and practice in ci?il and criminal 
cases; 

House bill to be entitled an act to create and r^alate Pilotage at 
die port of Bay Port in the coonty of Hernando; 

A bill to be entided an act to aothorize Daniel Newnan Cone, a 
minor, of Colombia coanty, to assume the management of his own 
estate; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act concerning Dower; 
and, 

Resolution for the relief of William Newbem. 

Very respectfully, 

JAS. E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
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Which was read and the Senate bills and resolation placed among 
the orders of the day, and the House bill which had passed the Sen- 
ate ordered to be enrolled. 

Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, 
December 17th, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the Hotue of Representatives : 

Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following House bills 
and resolution, viz : 

House bill to be entitled an act to empower Thomas J. Chace, a 
minor, of Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own 
6stato * 

House bill to be entitled an act for the payment of the Florida 
Volunteers called into service under the requisition of the Governor 
of this State for services rendered previous to their being mustered 
in during the years 1855-'6; 

House bill to be entitled an act to empower Charles Maltby 
West, a minor, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alexander Doug- 
lass and others therein mentioned ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to empower David Franklin 
Houck to assume the management of his own estate ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Quincy, 
approved February 12th, 1837, approved January 13th, 1859. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of the Senate. 

Which was read, and the House bills which had passed the Senate 
ordered to be enrolled. 

Mr. Barrett moved that the rule be waived to allow him to intro- 
duce a resolution ; 

ilpon which, the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Bar- 
rett and Brevard, and were : 

Yeas— Messrs. Barrett, Bush, Church, Clyatt, Davidson, Erwin, 
Hunt, Ingram, Richardson, White and Yon— 11. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Brevard, Campbell, Coffee, 
Evans, Frink, Gettis, Hughey, Johnston, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, 
Smith, Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 16. 

So the motion was lost. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act in relation to Courts of Probate 
in this State, 

Was read the third lime, amendments concurred in and upon the 
question of its passage the vote was : 
24 
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Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Broxson, 
Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Evans, Frink, Gettis, 
Gillis, HugUey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, 
Richardson, Smith, White, Whitfield, Wiggins, Williams of Lean and 
Yon--28. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to se- 
cure certain rights to married women, 

Was read the second time, the amendment recommended by the 
Judiciary Committee concurred in, and the bill as amended ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Barrett presented a petition 
from citizens of Duval County asking the adoption of a bill for the 
expulsion or reduction to slavery of free negroes ; 

Which was read. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act amending the Pilot Laws for the 
Bay and Harbor of the City of Pensacola, 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Broxson, 
Bush, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, 
Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Richard- 
son, Smi^h, White, Whitfield, Williams of Leon and Yon — 26, 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize Joseph D. Smith ta 
assume the management of his own estate. 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read the second and third 
times by its title, and upon the question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, 
Broxson, Bush, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink 
Hughev, Hunt, Johnston, Mickler, Munn, Richardson, Smith, White. 
Whitfield, Williams of Leon and Yon— 24. 

Nays — Messrs. Campbell, Ingram and Peacock — S 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to mortgages. 

Was read the second time, and on motion referred back to the 
judiciary Committee. 

Mr. Barrett was allowed to present the following protest, which 
was ordered to be spread on the Journals : 

The undersigned, having presented a preamble and resolution with 
regard to the extraordinary drain upon the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida, and on asking that the rules be waived 
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to permit him to present said resolutions, and the House having re- 
fused to waive said rules, and considering that the subject matter of 
said resolutions is fraught with much importance to his constituents, 
he hereby desires that this, his protest, against such action, may be 
spread upon the journals of this House, together with the following 
preamble and resolutions, upon which such action was had : 
Whereas, The members of this General Assembly have heard, with 

surprise, that the Trustees of the Board of Internal Improvements 

of this State, have' from time to time, caused the salaries or pay 

of some of the members of that Board to be increased ; And, 

Whereas, we believe that said Fund was pledged for no such 

purpose — therefore. 

Resolved, That we are opposed to any increase of the pay of any 
of the members of said Board, either past or prospective, and that . 
we hereby express our disapprobation of such increase of the sala- 
ries of any of the members of said Board. 

Very respectfully, 

F. C, BARRETT. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to add an additional section to 
the Constitution of this State, to be numbered section 8 of article 16, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on 
Monday. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to remove in part obstructions to 
commerce at the Port of Jacksonville, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title, and on motion referred to the Committee on Commerce and 
Navigation. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Davidson moved that Mr 
Heermans be added to the Committee on Commerce and Naviga- 
tion ; 

Which motion was carried. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to permit free 
persons of African descent to select their own masters and become 
slaves, approved January 15th, 1859, 

Was read the second time by its title and referred to a Select 
Committee. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 10 o'clock Monday morn- 
ing. 
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MONDAY, December 19, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present ~^ 
J^* Rev. Mr. Branch ofRciated as Chaplain. ^^ 

t On motion, the reading of the journal of Saturday's proceedings 
was dispensed with. 

Mr. Erwin, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills report the following as cor- 
rectly engrossed, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to se- 
cure certain rights to married women ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to sheriffs. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. M. F. ERWIN, 

Acting Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Brevard, from the Joint Select Committee to whom was re- 
ferred that portion of the Governor's Message relating to Federal 
Relations, made the following report: 

The Select Committee of the House, to whom was referred a reso- 
lution requesting an expression of the sentiments of this General 
Assembly with regard to the present condition of our national affairs, 
and to suggest such action on the part of the people of this State as 
may be deemed necessary in the event of the election of a Biack 
Republican to the Presidency of the United States, having had the 
same under consideration, ask leave to submit the following 

REPORT : 

That the Union of the States of this Confederacy and the Ameri- 
can nation are the offspring of the Constitution of the United States; 

That both are dependent on it for their vitality and perpetuity; 

That the wilful violation or disregard of the Constitution involves 
the destruction of the Union and the dissolution of the Americaa 
Nation into the original elements from which it sprung; 

That every State of this Confederacy is sovereign within the limits 
of its territorial jurisdiction, except in so far as the people of such 
State have surrendered a part of their sovereign power under the 
grants of the Constitution of the United States ; 

That every State, in the exercise of its reserved sovereign power, 
has an unquestionable right to establish, maintain and enjoy within 
its own limits such domestic institutions as it may approve, not in- 
consistent with the Constitution of the United States ; 
^'^.That neither the government of the United States nor the govern- 
ment or people of any other State can of right annul, abrogate, con- 
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trol or in any manner disturb the institutions constitutionally estab- 
ished in any other State ; 

That any State has a right to establish and maintain within their 
own limits the institution of African Slavery free from the molesta- 
tion or disturbance of the people or government of any other State 
of the Confederacy; 

That this right is recognized and guaranteed by the Constitution 
of the United States, in the 1st article, 2d section, providing for the 
enumeration and representation of the people, and in the 4th article 
and 2d section, providing for the return of any slave escaping from 
one State and found within the jurisdiction of another; 

That the Congress of the United States has provided by law for 
carrying into effect the several provisions of the Constitution. The 
Supreme Court o( the United States, the highest source of judicial 
power, after solemn deliberation, has declared the laws of Congress 
in relation to African Slavery to be constitutional. 

That as no State can be admitted into the Union holding and 
maintaming a political creed directly repugnant and hostile to the 
Constitution of the United States and the Union, it follows that 
when any State, or the majority of the people of any State already 
within the Union, shall assume, adopt and persistently follow prin- 
ciples of political action repugnant and hostile to the Constitution 
and the Union, such State or people must be regarded as faithless 
in their allegiance, foes to the Union and enemies to the Constitu- 
tion. 

That any State which shall, in the exercise of the elective fran- 
chise, manifest a firm and determined resistance to the rightful laws 
of Congress, the provisions ot the Constitution and the decision of 
the Supreme Court, must be regarded as in rebellion against the gov- 
ernment of the United States ; as having placed themselves beyond 
the boundaries of the Constitution — as having dissolved their political 
and national connection with those States which still maintain their 
loyalty to the Constitution and the Union — and such States are there- 
fore alien and foreign in all their political relations to the re- 
public. 

That the Union of these States was formed by mutual conces- 
sions, friendships and sympathies, between the people of the different 
States, and it can only be maintained by the cultivation of the feel- 
ings and sympathies from which it sprang. 

That the election of an individual to the Presidency of the United 
States, by a local and sectional party whose political creed is repug- 
nant to the Constitution and Union, and hostile to the rights and in- 
stitutions ot another section, though the election of such person may 
be made under the forms known to the Constitution, yet in the 
spirit of the law and the constitution, such person could only be re- 
garded as an usurper of the administrative functions and could not 
be clothed with the majesty of administrative power. 
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That a compliance with the constitutional forms in conducting the 
exercise of the elective franchise, cannot heal the leprosy of moral 
treason^ nor entitle the traitor to the ohedience due only to the pa- 
triot. 

' That the General Assemhly of this State, faithful to the Constitu- 
tion and the Union, and ready to peril life and treasure in its just de- 
fence, have long regarded with painful apprehension the progress of 
feelings and opinions amongst a portion of our northern brethren, 
alike unfriendly to the Constitution, the Union, and the rights and 
privileges of the people of the South. 

They have long indulged the hope that time, still developing in its 
progress the wisdom of the Fathers of the Constitution — still disclo- 
sing the blessings of the Federal Union, by our progress in national 
wealth, power and dominion, and the happiness and prosperity of our 
people, might induce our brothers of the North, in a just appreciation 
of these inestimable blessings, if not from the higher obligations of 
justice and law, to pause in their career of wrong, and to consider 
well that as these blessings are the offspring of the Constitutional 
Union, so they can only be preserved by a just administration of the 
government and a forbearance on their part from trespassing on the 
constitutional rights of the Southern States. But recent events have 
forced on us the painful and irresistible conviction that a majority of 
the people of the North are aliens and hostile to us and the institu- 
tions of the South. 

That while they are in the full and undisturbed enjoyment of all 
the advantages and blessings arising from the Union, they are re- 
solved that the South shall not hold and enjoy domestic institutions 
and rights equally secured to her by the provisions of that Constitu- 
tion. 

To prove these truths we refer to the organization of a dominant 
sectional party in the North, having for its fundamental principles of 
action these propositions of hostility to the South : 

Opposition to the admission into the Union of any State tolerating 
the institution of African Slavery ; opposition to the provision of the 
Constitution, which declares that no person held to service or labor 
in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into another shall in 
consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from 
such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party 
to whom such service or labor may be due ; opposition to the act of 
Congress designed to carry into effect this provision of the Consti- 
tution ; opposition to the decision of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States for the execution of the law and the Constitution ; oppo- 
sition to the decisions of all Courts for carrying into effect the law 
and the Constitution in relation to African Slavery. 

These are the principles of a dominant geographical party, demon- 
strating by the result of the recent elections its power to control tho 
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political action of the Northern States, and its amhitious aspirationil 
to the control and dominion of the whole Repuhlic. 

Nor is this unhappily the only manifestation of the deep design 
and hostility of the Black Republican party against the Union, the 
Constitution, the people and the institutions of the South. They 
have chosen a leader well worthy their treasonable designs ; one 
hoary with the crimes of treachery and dissimulation ; one red witk 
the blood of murder and treason ; one responsible in the sight of 
God and man for the mad fanaticism which has led to murder, trea- 
son and rapine ; one who says there is a higher law, which must 
override the Constitution, and annihilate the institutions of the 
South ; one who has said the white laboring man, whether native or 
foreign, is not enslaved only because he cannot yet be reduced to 
bondage ; one who says thera is an " irrepressible conflict" be- 
tween " opposing and enduring forces," and it means that the Uni- 
ted States must and will, sooner or later, become entirely a slave- 
holding nation, or entirely a free labor nation. This is the en- 
lightened theory and philosophy of the Black Republican party ; a 
creed illustrating its practical results in the bloody tragedy of Har- 
per's Ferry. It was this creed, and the mad prophets of its faith, 
that led to the invasion of Virginia by a band of robbers and mur- 
derers, and when, in expiation of their crimes, they were doomed to 
death bj' the just penalty of violated law, instead of receiving the 
merited execrations due the felon, they were hailed by their sympa- 
thizing friends in the North as heroes and martjrrs in the hoi}' cause 
of charity and philanthropy. And the lawless scenes of Harper's 
Ferry, where the midnight slumbers of the mother and the child 
were broken by the violent intrusion of robbers and murderers, 
where the slave was excite J to revolt and armed for the destruction 
of the master ; where the blood of peaceful, unoffending citizens was 
shed in sight of their own dwelling — scenes shocking to humani- 
ty, and revolting to the sensibilities of all good men, all christian 
people— have given new impulse, new life, new hopes, and new suc- 
cesses to the B ack Republican party. 

Nor does the shame and sin end here. The Christian Church 
has been desecrated, the House of God defiled, and the name and 
mission of the Saviour profaned by assimilating the blood of trea- 
son and murder to the redeeming blood of the L amb of God. 

In view of these momentous truths, and the present t hreatening 
aspect existing between the North and the South, your Committee 
cannot repress deep anxiety and serious apprehensions for the safety 
of the Union. Nevertheless, we recognize but one course which is 
left to the South. We therefore recommend the passage of the 
following resolutions : 

Resohed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Florida in General Assembly convened, That, in view of our 
national affairs, the time for argument has passed, the time for action 
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arrived, and that Florida, as one of the Southern States, abides tb9 
destiny of her sisters, extends her warmest assurance and co-opera- 
tion in any course their united wisdom may devise. 

Resolved, That in the event of the election of a President by a 
Northern party, opposed to slavery as it exists in the Southern States, 
it will be the duty of the Southern States to prevent his inauguration 
or to take some measures in common to protect themselves, and, as 
one of the Southern- States, Florida hereby pledges herself to do her 
duty. 

Resolved, That, to give effect to this assured co operation, the 
Governor be and he is hereby authorized, upon the call of anj of our 
sister slave- holding States, and particularly of those bordering on the 
fre^ States, to take any and all steps necessary for the maintenance 
of their rights, and to convene the Legislature in extraordinary ses* 
sion should the necessity occur. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward a copy of 
this report and these resolutions to our Senators and Representative 
in Congress, as also to the Governors of the several States of the 
United States. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THEO. W. BREVARD, Jr., Ch'n, 
FRED. C. BARRETT, 
GEO. WHITFIELD, 
JAMES GETTIS, 
ISAAC C. ROBINSON, 

Which was read. 

On motion of Mr. Williams of Leon, 100 copies were ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Ingram moved that a Committee of three be appointed to act 
with a similar Committee of the Senate to make out the appropria- 
tion bill ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs, Ingram, Williams of 
Leon and Coffee. 

Mr. Williams of Leon moved that the same Committee be ap- 
pointed to notify the Senate that a Committee of three was ap- 
pointed on the part of the House to make out the appropriation bill ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Davidson, from a Select Committee, made the following re- 
port: 

The Select Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an act to amend an act to permit free persons wholly or in part of 
African descent to select their own masters and become slaves, ap- 
proved January 15th, 1859, respectfully beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideration and are of th 
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opinion that the interests of our State demand the enactment of a 
law embodj'ing such provisions as are contained in said bill, and 
therefore they recommend that it do pass, with the following amend- 
ments : 

Strike out all in the 1st section between the words "amendment/' 
in the 12th line, and *'and in default of such choice," in the 32d line, 
and insert : " Provided that such person so chosen shall, before 
taking possession of such free person of African descent, pay to the 
Clerk of the Court making the decree, on0»third of the cash value of 
such tree person or persons, their value to be assessed by three dis- 
interested persons, the same to be appointed by the said Court; and 
the funds thus paid to the said Clerk of the Court shall, by him, be 
paid over to the Judge of Probate of the county where such (ree per- 
son or persons may be found, to be appropriated by him to Common 
School purposes." 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. H. M. DAVIDSON, Chairman, 

THTEO. W. BREVARD, Jr., 

D. B. BIRD, 

F. C. BARRETT. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill and amendments 

placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr, Davidson from a Select Committee made the following report : 
The Select Committee to whom was referred a bill to bo entitled 

an act for the better government of Free negroes, beg leave io 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideration, and find that 
the object in view will be accomplished by the passage of a bill to 
be entitled an act to amend an act to permit Free Persons wholly or 
in part of African Descent to select their own masters and become 
slaves, approved January 15th, 1859, upon which the House has had 
a favorable report, and therefore they recommend that said bill do 
not pass. / Respectfully submitted, 

R. H. M. DAVIDSON, Cha'n. 
F. C. BARRETT, 
D. B. BIRD, 

THEO. W. BREVARD, Jr. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Bird from a Select Committee made the following report : 
Your Committee, to whom was referred the communication from 
the Chamber of Commerce of New York, under date 'ot the 26th 
25 • 
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NoTember, 1859, upon the sabjeet of fraodaleDtlj packed and 
sandy cotton, have had the same under coDsiderali on, and ask to 

REPORT : 

That after mature consideration, they have arrived at the conelo- 
sioii, that fraud in the packing of cotton in this country is of very 
rare occurrence — but still, when perpetrated, should be punished 
-with the utmost severity. We therefore recommend the passage of 
a law compelling every planter to place some distinguishing mark 
on his cotton, either by cards inside or externally, in some man- 
ner which cannot be defaced, so that if there be any fraud in the 
packing, the perpetrator may be detected and punished. 

As to said communication, so Jar as it relates to sandy cotton, 
we have have to say that we do not believe any planter ever adul- 
terated his cotton with sand, as the liquor and provision merchants 
North do their liquors and provisions, but it is the result of negli- 
gence ; and the cause of this negligence is traceable to our comtnis- 
gion merchants, who sf;ll our cotton. Instead of selling each plan- 
ter's cotton on its own merits, and let those who prepare their cottons 
"well reap the fruit of their labors, they make a wholesale business, 
and sell perhaps the crops of twenty planters at one time, and at 
an average price. Thus the commission merchant commences his 
process of equalizing the price to the cotton, which results invaria- 
bly to the damage of the planter who has prepared His cotton well, 
and to the benefit of the cotton with the sand, or badly prepared. 
The same merchant dislikes to inform Mr. B. that his cotton was 
sandy and brought but six cents, and Mr. A.'s, his neighbor, was 
well prepared, free from sand, brought twelve cents, so he takes a 
little from A. and gives to B. The next year A. says that he is 
not paid for his extra labor in preparing the cotton, so he throws 
away the flues to his gin, his whips, and tells his hands instead of 
picking 150 lbs. they must pick 300 — ^never mind the trash nor the 
sand — pick it all up — Mr. B. done this, made two bales to his one, 
and got almost the same price. So the next year Mr. A. has his 
cotton prepared after Mr. B.'s plan, and so it works on and on — 
and when the New York Chamber of Commerce meet they know 
all about it, but never try to see the cause in themselves, but throw 
the blame on the planter, when in truth and fact their negligence, 
laziness or inattention, is the cause ol what they complain of. Now 
let the commission merchants of New York sell each man's crop on 
its own mer. ts. If they can't afford to do this, let them say so, and 
warn the planters not to send them less than so many bales of cot- 
ton, and we will hear nothing more of sandy cotton. 

Ihe complaints of sandy cotton this year we believe are without 
foundation. We have had the best year for picking ever known 
here. For two months during the picking season not a drop of rain 
fell; and the universal judgment here iS; we have never seen as good 
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cotton as that made this jear. There are thousands of instances 
here, which are well known, established and admitted, of different 
planters crops bringing almost the same price, when one was pre- 
pared carefully, and the other negligently, which we believe to be 
atti ibutable to the wholesale, (and we might say fraudulent,) mode 
of selling in New York. 

In conclusion, we recommend to the Chamber of Commerce a 
thorough investigation of the mode of selling cotton in New York, 
and that steps be taken to compel the commission merchants of 
New York to sell each planter's crop upon its own merits, as the 
surest remedy not only for sandy cotton, bat also for defrauding 
one planter at the expense of the other. 

Ail of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. B. BIRD, Chairman, 
T. INGRAM^ 
C. BRINSON. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Ban ett moved that the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
send a certified copy of the Report made by the Select Committee 
to the Chamber of Commerce of New York ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills report the following bUls as 
correctly enrolled : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of H. T. Blocker ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to unite the offices of Judge of Probate 
and Clerk of the Circuit Court, in Volusia County ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of M. F. Papy ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Simeon A. Edwards ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the payment of the Florida Volun- 
teers called into service under the requisition of the Governor of this 
State for services rendered previous to their being mustered in during 
the years 1855,-6; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alexander Douglas, 
and others therein mentioned ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Charles Maltby West, a 
minor of Leon County, to assume the management of his own estate. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ISAAC C. ROBINSON, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

A committee of three from the Senate appeared at the bar and re- 
quested that the House bill to be entitled an act to amend an act 
entided an act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the 
town of Quincy, approved February 12th, 1837, approved January 
13tk, 1859, be returned to the Senatis. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an 
act to secure certain rights to Married Women, 

Was read the third time. 

On motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Whitfield moved to 
amend the bill by inserting the words "and intestate" after " or chil- 
dren" in the 6th line of section 4 ; 

Which motion was adopted, and on the question of the passage of 
the bill as amended the vote was : 

. Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brinson, Campbell, 
Church, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, 
Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Ppacock, Rob- 
erts, Smith, Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 24. 

Nays — Messrs. Bird, Brevard, Christie, Coffee, Richardson and 
White— 6. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Kenan moved that a Committee of 
three be appointed to return to the Senate House bill to incorporate 
the town of Qui ncy, approved February 12th, 1837, approved Janu- 
ary 13th, 1859 ; 

Which motion was adopted, and the Speaker appointed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen as said Committee, viz .-Messrs. Kenan, Munn and 
Campbell. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act in relation to Sheriffs, 

Was read the third time and, upon the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Campbell, Christie, Church^JCoffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Get- 
tis, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, Kenan, McNeill, Mick- 
ler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Smith, White and Wil- 
liams of Leon — 29. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate resolution for the relief of certain parties holding State 
Witness and Jury Scrip, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Ban-ett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Campbell, Christie, 
Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Evans, Frink, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, 
Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Rich- 
ardson, Robinson, Smitli, White, Whitfield, Wiggins and Willianos 
of Leon--29. 

Nay— Mr. Brevard — 1. 
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So the bill passed — tide as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to permit free 
persons of African descent to select their own masters and become 
slaves, approved January 15th, 1859, 

Was read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Williams of Leon, 100 copies were ordered to 
be printed. 

Joint resolution ^vith regard to certain parties who have circulated 
or aided in circulating an incendiary publication. 

Was read the first time. 

Mr. Barrett moved that the words " iind that a suitable person 
shall be selected by the Genera^ Assembly to convey this resolution 
to Washington, to our Senators and Representative for their imme- 
diate action," be stricken out ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Erwin moved to strike out the words " of North Carolina," 
wherever they occur; 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Gettis moved that the words " said to be" be inserted after 
the word " South," and before the word " by," in the 12th line of 
the Resolution ; 

Which motion was adopted, and the resolution as amended put 
upon its passage, upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Campbell, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Cofl^ee, Davidson, Erwin, 
Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, 
Johnston, Kenan, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, 
Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 
34. 

Nays — None. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act in relation to Evidence, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its ti- 
tle, and on motion, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act in relation to the difl^erent lines of 
Railroad encouraged by an act approved January 6, 1855, 

Was read the second time, the amendments proposed by the Com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements concurred in, and the bill as amended 
orderad for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Engrossed hill to be entitled an act to amend an act to compel 
Railroad Companies to pay for all Cattle and other live Stock killed 
upon their respective roads. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Heermans, Kenan and McNeill — 3. 



198 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bitd, Brevard, Brinson, Campbell, 
Christie, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Hughey, 
Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Rob- 
erts, Robinson, Smith, Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 25. 

So the bill was lost. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Brevard moved that the vote on 
the bill relative to Pilots and Pilotage at the Port of Cedar Keys be 
reconsidered ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Brevard moved that the Judi- 
ciary Committee be excused from attendance on the Ho)ise this 
evening ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion, the House took a recess until 3 o'clock, P. M. 



3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House resumed its session — a quorum present. 
The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor : 

Executive Chamber, > 
Tallahassee, .December 19th, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of ike House of Representatives : 

Sir : I have approved and signed the following bills, viz : 

An act to change the name of George Frisby ; 

An act to authorize Minor W. Walker, of Jefferson county, to as- 
sume the management of his own estate ; 

An act to change the time of holdiog the Circuit Court in the 
counties of Hamilton and Taylor in the Middle Judicial Circuit of 
Florida ;^ 

An act to allow additional compensation to County Commission- 
ers; 

An act to empower Susan M. Croom, a minor, of Leon county, to 
assume the management of her own estate ; 

An act to change the name of George Gibbs Smith"; 

An act to authorize John S. Addison, a minor, of Marion county, 
to assume the management of his own estate. 

Very respectfully, 

™ . , , M. S. PERRY. 

Which was read. 

Resolution to pravide for and pay the Governor of this State for 
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services rendered as PresidoAt of the Board of Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement, Fund 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Brinson, Campbell, CofTee, 
Gettis, Hughey, Johnston, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Roberts, Smith, 
Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of Leon— 16. 

Nays — Messrs. Barrett, Christie, Church, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
Frink, Giliis, Hunt, Ingram, Peacock, Robinson and White — 13. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Susan Pearce, admin- 
istratrix, and James T. Lester, administrator of the estate of William 
Pearce, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Apalachicola 
and Columbus Steamboat Company, 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brinson, Campbell, 
Christie, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink*, Gettis, 
Hughey, Hunt, Johnston, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Rob- 
erts, Smith, Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 25. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Mr. Barrett moved that the Senate bill to be entitled an act to 
amend an act to permit free persons wholly or in part of African de* 
scent to select their own masters and become slaves, approved Janu- 
ary 1 5th, 1859, be placed first among the orders of the day for to- 
morrow ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 10 o'clock to»morrow' 
morning. 



TUESDAY, December 20th, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present. 
Rev. Mr. Stewart officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yeaterday's proceedingi 
was dispensed with. 
Mr.^Brevard moved that a bill to be entitled an act to amend thci 
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Militia and Patrol Laws of this State, be placed second among the 

orders for to-day ; 

\ Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Erwin, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bill and resolution *s correctly engrossed, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Susan Pearce adminis-, 
tratrix, and James T. Lester administrator of the estate of William 
Pearce ; 

A resolution to provide for and pay the Governor of this State for 
services rendered as President of the Board of Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JNO. M. F. ERWIN, 

Acting Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bills as correctly enrolled : 

A bill* to be entitled an act to create and regulate Pilotage at the 
Port of Bay Port in the county of Hernando ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower David Franklin Houck to 
assume the management of his own estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower Thomas J. Chace, a minor, 
of Jefferson county, to assume the mangement of his own estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to grant Retail Licenses in the State 
of Florida ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the Fees of Notary Publics 
in the county of St. Johns ; j 

A bill to be entitled an act to require Physicians and Surgeons to 
file certified copies of their Diplomas ; 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning Roads. 

ISAAC C. ROBINSON, Chairman. 

Which was read. ' 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, ? 
December 19th, 1859. J 
iBon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir: The Senate has this day passed the following bills and reso- 
lutions, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the second section of the 
third article of the Constitution of this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Benjamin Hopkins ; 
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A. biil to be entided an act concerning Pilotage at the Poii o 1 
Fernandtna ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act amending the Charter 
ot the City of Pensacola for the purpose of extending th^ powers of 
the City to aid in the consiruciing of the Alabama and Florida Rail 
Road in Florida, approved December 28, 1858 ; 

A bill to be entitled an act amendatory of the several acts of force 
in this State in reference to Costs in Suits at Law and in Equity in 
the several Courts of this State ; . i . , - 

Resolution for the relief of J. C; Crosby, late Sheriff of Escambia 
County ; and 

Joint r^i^olatibn allowing 6laim^ 6f Capt. Thomas Hughey: 

Very respectfully, 

JAS. E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accompanying bilU and resblutions placed 
among the orders of the day. 

Also the following : ' 

Senate Chamber, j 
December 19ih, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Gal^raith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following biU and reso^ 
lutions, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the recovery of taxes illegally ex- 
acted ; 

Resolution relative to the Indian and St. Johns River Canal ; and. 
Joint resolution for the relief of Andrew J. Lanier, of Lafayette 
county. 

Very respectfully^ 

J. E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accormfpanj^ing bHl and redolottions placed 
among tne orders of the day. 
Also the followmg: 

Senate Chamber, > 
Tallahassee, Deo. 19, 18j^9. y 
Hon. John B. GAt-BfRAiTH, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir: The Senate has this day passed the following bill, viz: 
. House bill to be entitled an act to prevent the unnecessary us6 of 
Firearms in the State of Florida on the Sabbath day, m ith the ik>\i 
K)wiiig amendment, viz : 
26 



Strike out the Sabbath day, wherever oceors^ and insert Sunday. 

Very respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and, on motion, the amendment made by the 
Senate was concurred in and the bill ordered to be enrolled. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, 
December 19th, 1859. 
Hon. John B. GalSraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatites : 
Sis : The Senate has this day concurred in the House amend- 
ment to the Senate bill to be entitled an act relative to the offices 
of Sheriff and Circuit Court Clerk in the county of Washington, viz: 
Strike out the word " Sheriff;'' also. In the fourth line, Section 
Ist^ the words " their respective." 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read. 
Ako the following : 

Senate Chambek, / 
Tallahassee, Dec. 19lh, 1859. ] 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir ; The Senate has this day passed the folloMang bill" : 
House bill to be entitled an act repealing certain acts passed id 
relation to Ihe county offices of Calhoun county, with the following 
amendment:, viz : 

Amend Section ist, as follows : 

Strike out all after 9th line, in section 1st, after the woida" Court- 
house" in said ninth li^e. 

Insert the following additional sections ; 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That before this act shall be in force, 
it shall be submitted to the quaKied voters of said county of Cal- 
houn, at their next election of Judge of Probate for said county, for 
approval or disapproval ; at which said election the voters shall en- 
dorse on their ballots the words " approval" or " disapproval,'' and 
if a majority of the votes so cast at said election be for ^* approval," 
then this act shall be in force; if " disapprova,!" then the said law 
shall not be iti force. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Judge of Probate in the county of Calhoun, at the next election af- 
ter the passage of this act for Judge of Pi'obate in said county, to 
give notice of this act; and the canvassers of said election shall, and 
\i is hereby made their duty when they meet to canvass the election' 
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relarns for said office of Judge of Probate, to canvass the votes for 
** approval" or " disapproval," and to make return thereof as in other 
cases of election. 

4lso, amend section 2 of said bill bj inserting section 4. 
Very respectftdJy, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read, the amendments of the Senate concurred in, 
«nd the bill as amended ordered to be enrolled. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, j 
December 19th, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Snt : The Senate has this day passed the following bill, viz : 
House bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Board of Educa- 
tion of the State Seminary West of the Suwannee to confer Colle- 
giate Degree, <fec., with the following amendment, viz : 

Se€. % Beit further enacted. That the Trustees of the East 
Florida Seminary have the power of conferring Collegiate Degrees 
also. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read, and the amendment made by the Senate con- 
curred in, and the bill as amended ordered to be enrolled. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber^ ) 
December 19th, 1859. \ 
Hon, J. B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bills and reso» 
lution, viz: 

House bill to be entitled ai\ act to regulate the fees of Notary 
Public, in the County of St Johns ; 

House bill to be entitled an act coneeraing Roads ; 

House bill to be entitled An act to require Physicians and Surgeonf 
to file certified copies of their Di[domas ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to grant Retail Licenses in the 
State of Florida ; 

House bill to be entitled an act in relation to the Gulf City and 
Interior Railroad Company, and tne Pensacola and Georgia Railroad 
Company ; 

A bill to be entitled an act still further defining the duties of the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund ; 

Resolution recommending to the Trustees of the Internal Improra* 
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|y)^nt Fund pertain proceedings in regard to the several Railroad 
(Companies. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMAIS E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Whicl) wf^s read and the House bill which had passed the Sen- 
ate ordered to be enrolled and the Senate bill and resolution placed 
fitnong the orders of the day, 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber,) 
. December 19th, 1859. ) 
Horv. John B. Galbraith^ 

Speaker of the House of Representatives ;• 
Sir : The Senate has this day concurred in the amendment offered 
by the House to the Senate bill to be entitled an act concerning 
Sheriffs and Coroners, viz : 

Strike oat the words "or upon anv Bay, Creejc or River adjoin- 
ing thereto," in the sixth and seventh lines of the 2d section. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary ol Senate. 
Which was read. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, I 
December 19th, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day concurred in the House amendment 
to the Senate bill to be entitled an act amending the Pilot laws for 
the Bay and Harbor of the city of Pensacoliv, viz ; 

Insert after the word " Pensacola," the words " of the State of 
Florida," and by striking out the words •' Mobile and New Orleans,'* 
in the third sectipn. 

The Senate has also this day concurred in the House amendment 
to a bill ta ba entitled an £^ot in relation to Courts of Probate in thi^ 
State, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act m relation to Courts of Probate in this 
State, with the following amendment : 

Transpose section 5th for section 4th ; also, 
A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to provide for thei 
payment pro rata of the debts of Insolvent Estates, approved Janu^ 
ary 8th, 1853. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate.^ 
"\^hich was read. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. . 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Su8»n Pearce, 
administratrix, and James T. Lester, administrator of William 
Pearce, 

Was read the third time and upon the qaestion of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bjssell, Campbell, 
Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Erwin, Frink, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Mc- 
Neill, Mickler, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, While, Whit- 
field, Wiggins and Willjams of Leon — 23. 

Nays — Messrs. Brevard, Bn'nson, Davidson, Evans, Gettis, Heer- 
mans, Hughey, Kepan and Peacock— 9. 

So the bill passed — title a? stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled ^n act to amend an act to permit Free 
Persons, wholly or in part of African descent, to select their owi| 
masters and become slaves, approved January 15th, 1859, 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Barrett moved that the House concur in the amendments ofr 
fered by the Select Committee to whom the bill was referred ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Williams of Leon offered the following amendment : 

Strike out all after the word years jn the fourth line of the first 
section and insert: Shall be required tq leave this State on or before 
the first day of October, eighteen hundred ^nd sixty, and in case 
that there shall be any free persons of Afripap descent remaining in 
the S^te after that time, it shall be the duty of the SherifiT of the 
county in which said person or persons reside, to take the same 
into custody, and in case the said person or persons shall 
not have money or property enough to pay their passage to some 
free State, they shall be sold by the Sherifi* to the higheSt bidder, 
for at least one year and not ippre than two years, and the proceeds 
of the sale be paid into the hands of the County Commissioners, to 
be used in defraying their expenses to ^ome free State ac the expi- 
ration of their term of service. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enactedy That all free children of African 
descent, under the age of fourteen years, be bound out by the o.rdef 
of the County Court until they arrive at the age of eighteen years, 
and then that they shall be dealt with according to the provisions of 
the first section of this act. 

Sec. 3. Be it farther enacted, That if any Sheriff shall fail to 
perform any of the duties imposed upon him by the first section of 
this act, he shall pay a fine of one thousand dollars for fach an4 
f very dereliction of duty. 
. Whjch amendment was adopted. 
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Mr. Smith ofTered the following amendment aa an additional sec 
tion : 

Section . Be it further enacted. That all persons desiring to 

leave the State onder the provisions ol* the foregoing act, and who 
are possessed of landed or personal property of which they are nn- 
ahle to dispose within the time prescrib(»d in the 2d section of this 
act, it shall be the duty of the Judge of Probate of the county within 
which said lands or other property may be, upon application, to ap- 
point three disinterested persons to appraise the same and make re- 
turn of said appraisement to said Judge of Probate, and if approved 
by him, shall be certified to the Governor of this State, who is here- 
by authorized to order the same to be audited and paid to said Free 
Negro out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, and that said land or other property shall become the pro- 
perty of the State and shall be disposed of in like manner as is now 
provided by law for the sale of State lands, dec, and the proceeds of 
the sales thereof shall be paid into the public Treasury for State 
purposes. 

Which was adopt'^d. 

Mr. Smith also offered the following amendment as section 8th : 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted. That nothing in the foregoing act 
shall be so construed as to subject quadroons to the rigors of the 
forejroing act. 

Which was lost. 

On motion the rule was waived, the bill as amended read a third 
time by its title and put upon its passage, upon which the vote was: 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Christie, Church, Clyatt, 
Coffee, Davidson, Evans, Frinl^, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hunt, 
Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, Leigh, Peacock, Richardson, Whitfield 
and Williams of Leon — 22. 

Nays^Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Brevard, Campbell, Hughey, 
McNeill, Roberts, Smith, White and Wiggins — 10. 

So the bill passed as amended — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A committee of three from the Senate appeared at the bar of the 
House and notified the House that the Senate have this day amended 
the joint resolution for adjournment by striking out Tuesday night, 
11 o'clock 59 minutes P. M., and inserting Thursday, 1 o'clock, 
P.M. 

On motion of Mr. Davidson, a committee of three was appointed, 
consisting of Messrs. Davidson, Williams of Leon and Barrett, to 
wait on the Senate and ask a return to the House of the joint reso- 
lution relating to an adjournment of the present General Assembly, 
which committee performed their duty and were discharged. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Brevard was allowed to intro* 
jluce, without previous notice, 
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A bill to be entitled an act to pay for Slaves who Udifo been ex- 
ecuted under the laws of this State ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day, 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Mihtia and Patrol Laws 
of this State, 

Was read the second time by its title. 

Mr. Brevard moved to amend by adding the following sections, to 
be numbered sections 35 ai]d 36, and that section 35 as it now stands 
in the bill be numbered section 37: 

Sec. 35. Be it further enacted, That the 67 section of the act of 
1S45, being 1st part of sec. 3, Geneial Provisions in Thompson's 
Digest, page 171, be, and it is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 36. Be it further enacted, That no person liable to perform 
Patrol duty shall be exempt from stich service, although he shall have 
been exempted from Militia duty by paying a commutation tax; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brevard, the role was waived, the bill read a 
third time by its title and put upon its passage, on which the vote 
was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Brevard, Erwin, Gettis, Hughey, 
Johnston, Kenan, Leigh, McNeill, Mickler, Richardson, Smith, Wig- 
gins and Williams of Leon — 15. 

Nays — Messrs. Barrett, Brinson, Campbell, Christie, Church, Cof- 
fee, Davidson, Evans, Frink, Gillifi, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Pea- 
cock, Roberts, Robinson and Whitfield— ^17. 

So the bill was lost. 

Joint resolutions on the subject of Federal Relations, 

Were read the first time. 

Mr. Wiggins moved that the words, " to prevent bi^ inauguratiorf 
or," in the second resolution, be stricken out ; 

On which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Whitfield and Barrett, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Evans, Hughey and Wiggins — 3. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Briusony 
Campbell, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Frink, 
Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, Leighy 
Mickler, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White and 
Whitfield— 30. 

So the motion was lost. 

On the passage of the resolutions, the yeas and nays being called 
for by Messrs. Whitfield $nd Barrett, were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Bran- 
son, Campbell, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, 
Evans, Frink, Gettis, GiUis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, 
Johnston, Kenan, Leigh, McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Richardson,* 
Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Whitfiekl, Wiggios md Williams* 
of Leoo — 35. 
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Nays — None. 

So the resolutions were adopted. 

Ordered that the name be certified to the Senat*^. 

On motion, th« rule was waived, ahd Mr. Barrett moved that 1000* 
Copies of the report and resolutions on Federal Relations be printeQ 
for the use of the Honse ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

A cohittiittee froto thfe Seiiate apf)eared al the bar of fhe Hbose 
and announced that the Senate had concurred in the 1st and 3rd 
Hoilse amendtiielits to the act entitled an act to permit free persons, 
i^'holly or in |)art bf African descent, to select thfeir own mastel-s and 
become slaves, approved January 15tti, 1859, and that (bey had re- 
fused to concur in the 2d House amendment to the same hill. 

Mr. Whitfield moved that the House adhef^ to their ahiehdments 
to said bill ; • 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Barrett moved that a committee of three be appointed on the 
part of the House to act tvith a similar committee oh the part of the 
Senate as a Committee of Conference on said bill ; 

Which motion was adopted, and the following gentlemen were ap- 
|)ointed as S.ifd comtnittee, viz i Messrs. Barrett, Smith and Gettis. 

Ordered that the same be certified t«» the Senate. 

The rule being vC'aived, Mr. Whitfield, from tlie Committee on 
Iftternal Improvements, was allowed to make the following report: 

The Committee on Internal Improvements to whom' was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act in relation to associations 
to construct Lines 6f Telegraph, approved December 27, 1856, have 
Considered the same and return the same to the House and recom* 
fuend its passage. 

GEO. WHITFtELft,:Chairman. 

Which was read. 

On motion, the accompanying bill was read the second and third 
times by its title and placed on its passage, upon which the vote 
was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Bafrett, Erwih, Evari6, Hunt, Robinson, Smith, 
Whitfield, Wiggins ahd Williams of Leon— 6. 

Nays — Mr. Speat^t, Messrs. Bird^ Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, 
Campbell, Church, Cofiee, Frink, Gettis, Hughey, Kenan, McNeill, 
Peacock and Richardson — 15. 

So the bill was lost. 

Ordered that the same be certified fo the Senate. 

The Committee appointed to confer with a similar Committee on 
the part of tlie Senate as a Conference Committee, returned and 
notified the Speaker that they bad performed their duty, and were" 
discharged. 

On motion, the House took a recess until 3 o*ck)ek, P. M. 
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The Hoase resumed its session — a quorum present. 

A bill to be entitled an act preventing, the circulation of Books, 
Newspapers, Pamphlets, dec, tending to incite the slaves to revolt or 
which advocate abolition doctrines, through the United States Mail 
and for other purposes, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to add an additional section to the 
Constitution of this State to be numbered section 8th of article 16th, 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Bird moved that the bill be laid on the table ; 

Which motion was lost, and the bill ordered for a third reading 
on to-morrow, 

Mr. Barrett, from a Conference Committee, made the following 
report : 

The Committee of Conference of the two Houses of the General 
Assembly, to whom was referred the second House amendment to 
the Senate bill entitled an act to amend an act to permit i'ree per- 
sons of African descent to select their own masters and become 
slaves, approved Jan. 15, 1859, beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideration, and recom- 
mend in lieu thereof an additional section to the bill, to be number- 
ed section 8, which, in the opinion of the Committee, embraces 
substantially the provisions of the amendments, and renders the bill 
consistent. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. B. LAMAR, 
Chairman Senate Committee. 
F. C. BARRETT, 
^ Chairman House Committee. 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacfed. That whenever any freo person of 
African descent, who shall he subject to the provisions of this act, 
shall notify the Judge of the Circuit Court of ibe county in which 
he or she shall reside, that ii is his or her desire to leave the State, 
rather than to be sold into slavery for life, but that said free person 
of African descent is destitute of sutficient moans to pay his or her 
necessary expenses, th n, and in that evont, it shall be th<' duty of 
the Judge ot said Circuit Court to issue an order, directed to the 
Sheriff of the county where said free person of African descent shall 
reside, commanding him to hire out said free person of African de^ 
27 
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scent to the highest bidder, for not more than two years, and not 
less than one, the proceeds of which hiring shall be paid into the 
hands of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, to be bj him retained un- 
til the expiration of said tt rm of hiring ; and then, under the direc- 
tion of the county, to he expended in removing said free person of 
African descent Ironi the State ofFl rida. 

Which was read, and the amendment reported by the Committee 
adopted. 

On motion, the bill was read the third time as amended, and put 
on its passage^ upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Christie, Church, Coffee, 
Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, 
Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Leigh, McNeill, Peacock, Richardson, 
Roberts, Robinson, White, Whitfield and Williams of Leon — 26. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs, Bissell, Campbell, Mickler, Smith 
and Wiggins — 6. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Mr. Barrett moved that a Committee of three be appointed to 
notify the Senate that the House has concurred in the amendment 
offered by the Conference Committee to said bill aud also the pas- 
sage of the same ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen as said Commit- 
tee : Messrs. Barrett, Davidson and Erwin. 

The Committee returned and informed the Speaker that they had 
performed the duty assigned them and were discharged. 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, ) 
December 20th, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir — The Senate has ordered the following House resolution rel- 
ative to adjournment to be returned to your honorable body. 

Very respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 

Which was read, and on motion, the amendment of the Senate, 
striking out " Tuesday night, December 20, at 59 minutes after 11 
o'clock, P. M." and inserting "Thursday, Dec. 22, at 1 P. M.," con- 
curred in. 

Ordered t!iat the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel B. Todd, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time and re- 
ferred to the Com'niitee on Propositions and Grievances. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to non-resident Executors 
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Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by ita 
title and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the protection and disposal of 
wrecked and derelict goods in the State of Florida, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its title 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Resolution relative to the Common School Laws, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second and third times 
by its title and on the question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brinson, Campbell, 
Christie, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Hughey, Hunt, Mickler, Robinson, 
Smith, Whitfield and Wiggins— 16. 

Nays — Messrs. Bird, Clyatt, Evans, Gettis, Heermans, Johnston, 
Kenan, Peacock, Roberts and White — 10. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jesse Carter, Special 
Agent, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and referred to the Committee on Finance and Public Accounts. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the eighth section of an act 
entitled an act to provide for the Incorporation of Insurance Com- 
panies, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to morrow. 

Senate resolution relative to the several Railroads in this State, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time and or- 
dered for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate resolution urging upon Congress to establish a Fort and 
other necessary Fortifications at Apalachicola, 

Was read and on the question of its passage the vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Campbell, 
Christie, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, 
Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, Leigh, Mc- 
Neill, Mickler, Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Whitfield and 
Wiggins— 28. 

Nays — Messrs. Bissell and Evans — 2, 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Mr. Whitfield moved that the vote taken on the militia bill this 
morning be reconsidered ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, the bill was referred to a select com- 
mittee of eight, consisting of the followingv^'gentlemen, viz : Messrs. 
Whitfield, Frink, Peacock, Gillis, Roberts, Wiggins, Brevard and 
Bird 
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Senate bill to be entitled an act to provide for the attendance of 
slave witnesses in capital cases, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to organive a Fire Insurance Com* 
pany in Pensacola, under the name of Pensacola Fire Insurance 
Company, 

Was read the first time, the rule being waived, read a second time 
by its title and ordered for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate resolution asking aid to improve the navigation of Holmes 
Creek, 

Was read the third time, and, on the question of its passage, the 
vote was : 

Yeas — ]Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brinson, Campbell, Church, 
Coflbe, Davitlson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Heermans, Hunt, 
Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Roberts, 
Rol)inson, Smith, White, Whitfield and Wiggins — 25. 

Nays — None. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of the heirs of 
the estate of James E. Hendry, deceased, 

Was rv*ad the third time and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Campbell, 
Christie, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, 
Heermans, llughey. Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, McNeill, 
Mickl -r. Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Whitfield, Wig- 
gins— 28. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning Costs and Fees, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Al l»ill to be entitled an act for the relief of Josiah Gates and other 
persons therein named, and for other purposes. 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix a salary for the office of Clerk 
of the Suprenf e Court at Tallahassee. 

Was read the second time, and on motion, laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act still further to amend the 7th section of 
the 13th article of the Constitution of this State, 

Was read the second time, and on motion, laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 3d section of the 6th 
article of the Constitution of this State^ 
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Was read the second time, and on motion, laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 8th section of the 13th 
article of the Constitution of this State, 

Was read the second t^me, and on motion, laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Addison and 
others. 

Was the first and second times by its title, the rule having been 
waived, and orderedj for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. McNeill moved that the bill be placed first among the orders 
of the day for tomorrow ; 

Which motion was lost. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund to clear out the channel of ihe Ocla- 
waha river in this State, tor the purpose of improving the navigation 
of the same and other purposes. 

Was read the second time, rule waived, read a third time by its 
title and upon the question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brinson, Campbell, Church, 
Coffee, Davidson, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Hughey, Hunt, In- 
gram, Johnston, Kenan, McNeill, Mickler, Peacock, Roberts, Smith, 
White, Whitfield and Wiggins— 24. 

Nays — Messrs. Bird, Erwin and Robinson — 3. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the fiame be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to grant alternate sections of swamp 
and overflowed lands to the Perdido Raihoad Company, 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Lake City and 
Suwannee Railroad Company, 

Was read the «econd time, rule waived, read a third time by its title 
and, on the question of its passage, the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Campbell, 
Cofllee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Gettis, Gillie, Hughey, Hunt, 
Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, McNtill, Mickler, Peacock, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Whitfield and Wiggins— 24. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 9^ o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 
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WEDNESDAY, December 21st, 1859. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum present. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday was dispensed 
with. 

The following bills which had passed both Houses of the General 
Assembly and been reported correctly enrolled, were transmitted to 
his Excellency the Governor for his action thereon, viz: 

An act for the relief of M. F. Papy ; 

An act for the relief of H. T. Blocker ; 

An act to change the name of Andrew J. Revells, of Madison 
county, to that of Andrew J. Duncan ; 

An act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, of Gadsden county ; 

An act to allow William W. Tucker, of Jefferson county, to as- 
sume the management of his own estate ; 

An act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, guardian of the minor 
heirs of Henry M. Shepard, late of Gadsden county, deceased; 

An act to authorise the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Pen- 
sacola to elect a Public Weigher of Cotton ; 

An act to empower Littleberry Manning;, a minor, to assume the 
management of his own estate ; 

An act to amend the laws now in force in this State relative to 
Ejectment Suits ; 

An act to allow Spiritous Liquors to be drank where sold ; 

An act declaring the Perdido river navigable ; 

An act for the relief of Samuel B. Williford, the County Surveyor 
of Jackson County ; 

And Resolution relative to the office of Register of U. S. Lands 
at Tallahassee. 

Mr. Church moved that Mr. Hughey be excused from further at- 
tendance on the House after to-day ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Gillis moved that Mr. Mickler be excused from further atten- 
dance on the House after to-day, 12 o'clock ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, > 
December 20th, 1859. \ 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir — The Senate has this day passed the following : 

Resolution relative to Federal Relations. 

Very Respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate* 
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Which was read atid the resolution ordered to be placed among 
the orders of the day. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, | 
December 20th, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bill, viz: 
A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Martha Ann 
Barnes, to that of Mary Henrietta McClelland. 

\eYy Respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 
Also the following: 

Senate Chamber, > 
December20th, 1859. J 
Hon. John B. Galbrath, 

Speaker of House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following House bills, 

viz : 

Honse bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to provide for the recording of Marks and Brands of Cattle, shipped 
from the Counties of Manatee and Hillsborough; 

House bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to incorporate the City of Atseena-Otie ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
establish Common Schools and repeal certain acts in relation thereto, 
approved January 1st, 1853; 

House bill to be entitled an act to secure the right of way to the 
St. Johns and Indian River Canal and for other purposes ; 

House bill to be entitled an act in reference to Common Schools 
in the County of Walton; ,...„*. 

House bill to be entitled an act for the rehef of Harrison Fair* 

banks. , . . . 

Also the Senate has rejected House bill to be entitled an act pro- 
vidin^T for the publication of the names of certain persons with the 
acts of each and every General Assembly. 

Very Respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read, and the House bills which had passed the Sen- 
ate ordered to be enrolled. 
Also the following : 
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Senate Chaxhbb^J 
December 20tli, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbsaith, 

Speaker of the House of Represeniativss : 

Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bill, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for filling vacancies in the 
office of Register of State Lands. 

Very Respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 

Which was read, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Robinson from the Coomiittee on Enrolled Bills niade the 
following report : 

ITie Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the foUowmg 
bills as correctly enrolled : 

An act to aothorize the Board of Education of the State Seminary 
to confer Collegiate Degrees, &c. ; 

An act repealing certain acts passed in relation to the county offi- 
cers of Calhoun counly ; 

An act to prevent the unnecessary use of Fire-arms iu the State 
of Florida on Sunday. 

ISAAC C. ROBINSON, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Erwin, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the 
folJouing rejiort : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills report the following bills as 
correctly engrossed, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act preventing the circulation of Books, 
Newspapers, Pamphlets, &c., tending to incite slaves to revolt or 
which advocate abolition doctrines, through the United States Mail 
and for other purposes ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the protection and disposal of 
wrecked and derelict goods in the State of Florida ; 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning Costs and Fees ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel B. Todd ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the eighth section of an act 
entitled an act to provide for the incorporation ot Insurance compa-^ 
nies; 

A bill to be entitled an act to grant alternate sections of swamp 
and overflowed lands to the Perdido Railioad Company. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JNO. M. F. ERWIN, 

Acting Chairman. 

Which was read. 
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The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor : 

Executive Chamber, j 
Tallahassee, Dec. 20th, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : I have approved and signed the following bills and resolu- 
tions, viz : , 

An act for the relief of H. T. Blocker ; 

An act for the relief of Mathias F. Papy ; 

An act to change the name of Andrew J. Revells, of Madison 
county, to that of Andrew J. Duncan ; 

An act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, Guardian of the minor 
heirs of Henry M. Shepard, of Gadsden county, deceased; 

An act to empower Charles Maltby West, a minor, of Leon coun- 
ty, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

An act for the payment of the Florida Volunteers called into ser- 
vice under the requisition of the Governor of this State for services 
rendered previously to their being mustered in during the years 
1855,-'6 ; 

An act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, of Gadsden county ; 

An act to allow William W. Tucker, of Jefferson county, to as- 
sume the management of his own estate ; 

An act to unite the offices of Judge of Probate and Clerk of the 
Circuit Court in Volusia county ; 

An act to amend the Attachment Laws of this State ; 

An act for the relief of Alexander Douglass, Peter C. Wilkins and 
Kenneth McCaskil ; 

An act for the relief of Simeon A. Edwards ; 

Resolution relative to the office of Register of United States Lands 
at Tallahassee ; 

Resolution for the relief of the Comptroller of the State ; 

An act for the relief of Samuel B. Williford, the County Surveyor 
of Jackson county ; 

An act to allow Spiritous Liquors to be drank where sold ; 

An act declaring the Perdido river navigable ; 

An act to empower Littleberry Manning, a minor, to assume the 
management of his own estate ; 

An act to amend the laws now in force in this State relative to 
Ejectment Suits ; and 

An act 'to authorize the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Pensa- 
cola to elect a public Weigher of Cotton. 

Very respectfvUy, 

M. S. PERRY. 

Which was read. 
88 
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Also the foHowiDg : 

Executive Department, > 
Tallahassee, December 2l8t, 1859. J 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I submit herewith joint recommendation of Col. B. F. Whitner^ 
Surveyor on the part of the State of Florida, and Professor Augas* * 
tus J. Orr, Surveyor on the part of Georgia, appointed by the Ex- 
ecutives of Florida and Georgia to run^ correct and mark the boun- 
dary line between the two States, in comformity to the re8olutio,n» 
adopted by the Legislatures of said States. 

The recommendation sets forth so fully the great importance of 
so modifying the resolutions of the respective Legislatures, as to 
prevent the necessity of running a second cr corrected line back to 
the junction of the Flint and Chattahoochee, (provided that the line 
which is now being run should strike within oue-fourtb of a mile of 
mound B,) as to need no comments at my hands. The area of 
land will not be materially affected by adopting the joint proposi- 
tion of the Surveyors, and the greatest difference that may occur 
upon a failure to strike mound B, will be in a district of country 
of but little value. 

I learn by a letter fiom Col Whitner, dated Dec. 18th, 1859, that 
he expected to be 80 or 85 miles towards mound B by the 24th inst., 
and that the cross measurements showed that he would not miss the 
mound far, perhaps a little South, but too small an amount to correct 
back. He remarks that *' I trust the Legislature will authorize me 
to mark the line back if it does not fall further South than five claims, 
I do not ask more latitude than that.'' 

It is highly important that the boundary line between the twa 
States should be established at the earliest practicable moment, to 
prevent a recurrence of popular excitement along the borders inci- 
dent to a conflict of jurisdiction ; and I, therefore,, recommend sucb 
modification of the resolutions as will conform to the joint recom- 
mendation of Col. Whitner and Professor Orr, and that the Legisla* 
ture make provision for the payment of the Surveyor appointed ta 
run the line on the part of this State. 

Very respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

Chattahoochee, Fjla., > 
November 28th, 1859. ] 
His Excellency M. S. Perry : 

Dear Sir: In running the boundary line between Georgia and 
Florida, it is proposed to run on the arc of a great circle from the 
mouth of Mint river towards mound B, the Eastern terminus agreed 
upon by the two States. It is believed that this line will very nearly 
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strike mound B ; but any departure, however immaterial, from that 
mound, without some modification of the resolutions of the respec 
live Legislatures, will render it necessary to run a second or cor- 
rected line back to the junction of the Flint and Chattahoochee. 
Mound B is nothing more than a small hillock of earth, with a base 
> of some eight feet and elevation of three or four, and was never in- 
tended by EUicott and Minor as the terminus of the boundary line, 
but »imply as a pointer, on the nearest dry ground, to indicate the 
terminus agreed upon by those Commissioners. A line starting 
from any other point in the immediate vicinity of mound B can as 
easily be perpetuated and identified hereafter as one terminating at 
the centre of that mound. When the American and Spanish Com- 
missioners fixed upon the Eastern terminus, they further agreed that 
the line should be run from the mouth of Flint river, and if it did not 
depart more than half a mile from said Eastern terminus, it should 
be regarded and adopted as the boundary line. 

The Legislatures of the two States have agreed upon a different 
Eastern terminus, namely, mound B, but, for the reasons stated, we 
recommend that the straight line run from the mouth of Flint river 
towards mound B shall be adopted as the boundary line between 
Florida and Georgia — provided said line does not depart more than 
one-fourth of a mile from mound B. But, should the departure ex- 
ceed that distance, we then recommend that a corrected line be rua 
from mound B to the mouth of Flint river. Should this distance 
(one-fourth of a mile, or one-half of the distance agreed upon by 
EUicott and Minor,) be regarded too great, then let some other limit 
be fixed upon by the respective Legislatures. 

The adoption of this suggestion may save much time in executing 
the work and much expense to the two States, while the amount of 
territory involved is utterly insignificant, both as to extent of surface 
isind value, lying, as it does, chiefly along the Eastern portion of the 
line. 

Respectfully, yours, 

BENJ. F. WHITNER, Jk., 

Surveyor on the part of Florida. 
GUSTAVUS J. ORR, 

Surveyor on the part of Georgia. 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Davidson, the message 
and accompanying document referred to a Select Committee of five, 
consisting of the following gentlemen : Messrs. Whitfield, Erwin, 
Bird, Frink and Richardson. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act preventing the circulation of 
Books^ Newspapers; Pamphlets^ &^c.; tending to incite the slaves ta 



220 

revolt or which advocate abolition doctrines, through the United 
States Mail and for other purposes, 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Campbell, Clyatt, Erwin, Evans, 
'Hunt, Leigh, Mickler, Munn, Robinson and Whitfield — 12. 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Church, 
Coffee, Davidson, Frink, Heerraans, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, Mc- 
Neill, Peacock, Richardbon, Roberts, Smith, White, Wiggins and 
Williams of Leon— 20. 

So the bill was lost. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the protection and dis- 
posal of wrecked and derelict goods in the State of Florida, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Christie, Coffee, 
Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Hunt, Johnston, Kenan, 
McNeill, Munn, Smith, Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 
19. 

Nays — Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Church, Heermans, In- 
gram, Mickler, Peacock, Roberts and Robinson — 10. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Williams of Leon was allowed to in- 
troduce a resolution in relation to the U. S. Marine Hospital at St 
Marks, 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Gettis, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, made the following report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the fol-, 
lowing bills, have had the same under consideration, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth 
Dean, late of Duval county, deceased ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to evidence ; 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating the sale of real estate by 
executors and administrators ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the liability of endorsers of 
promissory notes and other instruments, and to place them on the 
same footing with other securities ; and 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the laws of this State in 
relation to hawkers, pedlars, and itinerant traders; 

Have had the same under consideration, and respectfully report 
them back to the House, and recommend that they do not pass. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to provide for the attendance of 
Slave witnesses in capital cases, and recommend its passage*, with 
the following amendments, namely : 

Sec, 4. Be it further enacted, That the same fees shall be allowed 
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the master or person having charge of such witness or witnesses^ 
for his or their attendance upon Courts as are now by law paid to 
other witnesses in such cases. 

Also, by changing said section 4 to section 3. 

Also, a bill te be entitled an act concerning replevin, and sugges; 
the following amendments, namely : by inserting; between the words 
*' possession" and " within," in the fifth line of section 3, the words 
*^ by the defendant ;" and in the ninth line of same section, between 
the words " summons" and " one," insert the words " at the instance 
of either party." And with these amendments, we recommend its 
passage. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Clinton Thig- 
pen, Sheriff of Franklin county, and suggest the following amend- 
ment: striiie out three hundred and eighty*nine 25 100 dollars, for 
expenses incurred at the December Term of the Circuit Court in 
and for the County of Franklin, and insert one hundred and sixty- 
five dollars and sixly cents, ($165 60-100.) And with this amend- 
ment they recommend its passage. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act concerning the qualification of 
jurors in the counties of Duval, Clay and St. Johns, and respect- 
fully recommend its passage. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act in relation to non-resident exec- 
utors, and report the same bacl( to the House, and recommend its 
passage. 

JAMES GETTIS, 
Chairman of the Com. on Judiciary. 

Which was read and the accompanying bills placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Whitfield, from a Select Com- 
mittee, made the following report : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an act to amend the Militia and Patrol Laws of this State, beg leave 
to 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideration and recommend 
the following amendments, viz : 

1. In the 4th line of section 10 (printed biU,) strike out "one hun- 
dred" and insert "fifty." 

2. In the 3d line of section 11, strike out the word "five" and 
insert the word " two." 

3. In line 5, section 14, strike out the words "a month" and in* 
sert the words " in two months." 

4. Strike out sections 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 35 and 36. 

5. In the 6th and 7th line of section 21, strike out the words "one- 
half," and the words " into the Treasury of the State for school pur-* 
poses and one half." 
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6. In line 2d of section 23, after the word '^Militia/' add the 
words ^* after the expiration of six months from the date of their 
commissions/* 

7. In the 4th line of same section, before the word '' shall/' insert 
'' shall not appear in full uniform, as required, or." 

8. In the 1st and 2d lines of section 25^ strike out the words ''and 
Patrols." 

9. In the 4th line of section 26^ strike out the words " one-half 
of," and, in the 4th and 5th lines of same section, strike out the 
words " unless otherwise specially provided, shall be paid into the 
Treasury of the State for Common Schools and one-half." 

10. Strike out section 31. 

With these amendments the Committee recommend that the bill 
do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GEO. WHITFIELD, 
JOHN FRINK, 
JAMES A. WIGGINS, 
THEODORE W. BREVARD, Jk., 
DAN'L B. BIRD. 

Which was read, and on motion the accompanying bill taken up 
and read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Gettis moved that the amendments proposed by the Select 
Committee be concurred in, and that the amendments adopted on 
yesterday be reconsidered ; 

Which motion was adopted, and the bill as amended ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act concerning costs and fees. 

Was read the third time and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Brinson, Chris- 
tie, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, 
Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, Leigh, Munn, 
Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, White, Whitfield, Wig* 
gins and Williams of Leon — ^29. 

Nay — ^Mr. Campbell — 1. 

So the bill passed — ^title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to amend the eighth section 
of an act entitled an act to provide for the incorporation of Insu- 
rance Companies, 

Was read the third time, and upon the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brevard, Brinson, Camp- 
bell, Christie, Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Heer- 
mans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, McNeill, Mann, Peacock, 
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Richardson, Roberts, White, Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of 
Leon— 26. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — ^title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act recommending a grant of al- 
ternate sections of swamp and overflowed lands to the Perdido 
Railroad Company, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr, Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, 
Campbell, Christie, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Evans, Frink, Gillis, 
Heermans, Hnghey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, McNeill, Mickler, 
Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Whitfield and Wiggins — ^25. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate joint resolution allowing claims of Captain Thomas 
Hughey, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read the second and third 
times by its title, and upon the question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Evans, Frink Gettis, 
Gillis, Hunt, Ingmm, Johnston, Kenan, Leigh, McNeill, Mickler, 
Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Whitfield and Wiggins — ^27. 

Nays — None. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act for the 
protection of Fisheries on the coast of Florida, approved December 
17. 1845, 

Came up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Richardson 
was laid on the table. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to prohibit trespasses on Railroad 
Land Grants, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was: 

Yeas — ^Messrs. Evans and Smith — 2. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Brinson, 
Campbell, Church, Coffee, Davidson, Frink, Gettis, Hughey, Hunt, 
Ingram, Kenan, McNeill, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, 
Roberts, Robinson, White, Whitfield and Wiggins — ^25. 

So the bill was lost. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to provide for the establish* 
ment of a Lunatic Asylum for this State, 
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Was read the third time and put upon its passage^ upon which 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Campbell, Christie, Church, Coffee, Erwin, Gettis, Heermaps, 
Haghey, Hunt, Ingram, Kenan, Leigh, McNeill, Peacock, Richard- 
son, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White and Whitfield — 26. 

Nay — Mr. Evans — 1. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act in relation to Judicial Proceedings, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to repeal in part the 24th section 
of the act entitlid an act to provide for and encourage a liberal sys- 
tem of Internal Improvements in this State, approved January 6th, 
1855, 

Was read the first time, role waived, read a second time by its 
title. 

Mr. Coffee moved that the bill be laid on the table ; 

Upon motion, the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Wil- 
liams of Leon and Richardson and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Brevard, Brinson, Christie, Coffee, Pea- 
cock, Roberts, Smith and White — 9. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Bissell, Church, Clyatt, Erwin, 
Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, Leigh, 
McNeill, Munn^ Richardson, Robmson, Wiggins and Williams of 
Leon— 2L 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Williams of Leon moved that the role be waived^ the bill read 
a third time apd put upon its passage ; 

Which motion was lost 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the bill was ordered to be placed first 
among the orders for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act concerning 
Dower, 

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. Gettis, laid on 
the table. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize Daniel Newnan 
Cone, a minor, of Columbia county, to assume the management of 
his own estate. 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second and third 
times by its title and upon the question of its passage the vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Church, Cly- 
att, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Johnston, Kenan, Leigh, McNeill, 
Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith and White — 19. 

Nays — Messrs. Gettis, GiUis, HeennaDS, Hunt and Ingram — & 

oo the bill passed^ — ^title as stated. 
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Onlcrof! thnt the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled An act in additidh to and amendatory bf 
the several acts concerning pleading and practice in civil and crimi* 
nal cases. 

Was r«»ad the first and second times by its title^ and the rule he- 
ing waived, and on motion of Mr. McNeill, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciarj. 

Senate resolution for the relief of William Newbem, a soldier of* 
the war of 1812-14, 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon which thd 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, 
Campbell, Church, Olyatt, Coffee, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, 
Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, McNeill, Munn, Pea 
Uock, Roberts, Sn)ith, White and Wiggins — 25* 

So the resolution passed — title as stated* 

Oriered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act amendatory of the several acts of 
force in this State in reference to Costs in Suits at Law and in Equi- 
ty in the several Courts of this States, 

Was tead the first time, rule waived, read ft second time and re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Engroj»feed bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled art 
act to enable Executors, Administrators and Guardians to sell the 
real estate of Infants, approved January 23, 1851, 

W^as read the third time, and upon the question of its passage thcf 
Vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs* Tissell, Brinson, Christie, Church, 
Clyatt, Coffee, Erwin, Gillis, Heermans, Hughey, Hunt, Johnston^ 
Leigh, Mickler, Munn, Peacock, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson, 
Smith, White and Wiggins— 23. 

Nays — Messrs. Campbell and Evans — 2. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Mr. Richardson moved that the vote taken on an act to amend an 
act entitled an act for the protection of Fisheries on the coast of* 
Florida, approved December 17, 1845, he reconsidered ; 

Which motion 'vvas adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the better Government of Free Ne- 
groes, 

Was read the second time and on motion of Mr. Barrett, laid ori 
the table. , 

On motion, the House took a recess until three o'clock, P. M* 
29 
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3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House resumed iU session — a quorum present. 
The following message was received from his Ezeellencj the 
Governor : 

Executive Chambeb, 
Tallahassee, Dec, 21st, 1859. 

Gentlemen efihe Senate and House of Representatives : 

I have received the Resolution of the Senate adopted on the 
16th instant, requesting me to communirate to the Legislature what 
steps had been taken prior to the 7th September last, by my prede- 
cessor or myself, in reference to the selection ©f lands for the dif. 
ferent Railroads, in lieu of lands disposed of by the United States 
previous to the passage af the act of Congress, approved May 17th, 
1856, granting knds to- aid in the construction of said Railroads; 
and also that I communicate to the Leg^ature copies of corres- 
pondence betvvee» my preeecessor or myself and the authorities at 
Washington, in reference to said selections, and the particulars of 
the contract, if any, with Henry Wells, and the amount of compen- 
sation to be allowed him for his services in selecting. If any ageut 
or agents were appointed by my predecessor to select said lands, 
according to the provisions of the first section of the act of Con- 
gress, approved May 17, 1856, no record of such appointment was 
placed in the Executive o^e, other than that appointing W. H. 
Chase agent ta select the lands donated by Congress to the Florida 
and Alabama Railroad Company, and certain letters in the book of 
correspondence, copies of which are herewith transmitted ; and if 
any such appointment was made, and the recard or evidence thereof 
was inadvertently omitted, such appointment haa ftot been brought 
to my knowledge. 

No compensation has been agreed upon fer the services of Mr. 
Wells, as will appear by reference to the commission appointing 
him agent on the part of the State to select the lands. I preferred 
that the Legislature should fix the rate of compensation after the 
completion of the work, when a more just estimate could be made 
©f the value of the service rendered the State. 

Having potieed a paragraph in the newspapers to the effect that 
certified lists had been issued by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, for the lands lying along the line of the Florida At- 
lantic and Gulf Central Railroad, I addressed a letter'to the Com- 
missioner, dated Nov. 3d, 1858, upon the subject, a copy of which 
is herewith annexed. 

It will be seen by reference to said letter, that I did not recog- 
nise the right of that Department to certify b'sts to third parties, to» 
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whom no assignment had been made,, and requesred that lists of 
lands enuring to this State, under the Congressional act of May 
17th, 1856, should be made out in the name of the State, and for- 
warded to me, that I might lay the matter before the proper body 
for disposition, as provided for by the third section of the act af 
Congress of May lith, 1856, making the grant. 

The Commissioner, in reply, (dated Nov. 17, 1858, I believe,) 
stated that the Department had resolved to pursue a different course 
from that suggested by me, in which my predecessor had acquiesced. 
I regret that the letter of the Commissioner is not at hand, that I 
might give it in f»ll. I have given the substance, however, and will 
procure the letter at the earliest opportunity. 

Believing that the course adopted by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office would work manifest injury to tl^e several 
Companies and to the State, I appointed an agent to select the 
lands, in accordance with the provisions of the act of Congress 
making the grant 

The title to the lands* is derived from Congress — the act of Con- 
gress must determine what is to be done with a view to the perfection 
of the grant By reference tb the 1st section of the act of Congress, 
entitled, '' An act granting public lands in alternate sections, to 
the States of Florida and Alabama, to aid in the construction of 
certain Railroads in said States," wilt be found the terms of the 
grant The language used is, " that there be, and is hereby, grant- 
ed to the State of Florida, for the purpose of aiding in the construc- 
tion of Railroads from St John's river, at Jacksonville, to the waters 
of Escambia Bay, at or near Pensacola ; and from Amelia Island, 
on the Atlantic, to the waters of Tampa Bay, with a branch to 
Cedar Key, on the Gulf of Mexico ; and also a Railroad from Pen- 
sacola to the State line of Alabama, in the direction of Montgomery, 
every alternate section of land designated by odd numbers, for six 
sections in width on each side of each of said roads and branch." 

The State of Florida is the grantee in the act named. The title 
deed, therefore, whatever it may be, must come from the grantor to 
the grantee. So, when there is anything to be done to render the- 
grant certain, the party to whom the grant is made is properly 
charged with the power and duty of aiding in the act In the 1st 
section of the act, it is further provided how and in what raannner 
the grant is to be made to apply specifically to the lands intended 
to be granted. * 

The words used are as follows : " But in case it shall appear that 
the United States have, when the lines or routes of said roads and 
branch are definitely fixed, sold any sections, or any parts thereof, 
granted as aforesaid, or that the right of pre-emption has attached to 
the same, then it shall be lawful for any agent or agents to be ap- 
pointed by the Governor of said State, to select, subject to the ap* 
proval of the Secretary of tho Interior, from the lands of the United 
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States nearest to the tiers of sections above specified, so much land 
In alteruHto sections or parts of sections as shall be equal to such 
lands as the United States have sold or otherwise appropriated, or 
to which the righls of pre-emption have attached as aforesaid, which 
lands (thus selected in lieu of those sold and to which pre-emption 
rights have attached as aforesaid, together wiih the sections and 
parts of sections designated by odd numbers as aforesaid and appro- 
priated as aforesaid) shall be held by the State* of Florida for the use 
and purpose aforesaid : Provided, That the land to be so located shall 
in no case be fuither than fifteen miles from the lines of said roads 
and branch and selected for and on account of each of sjiid roads 
and branch : Provided further, That the lands hereby granted for 
and on account of said roads and branch severally shall bo exclu- 
sively applied in the construction of that road or branch for and on 
account of which such lands are hereby granted, and shall be dis- 
posed of only as the work progresses, and the same shall bo applied 
to no other purpose whatsoever." 

Here it is seen that the power and duty o^ selection of the lands 
is given to the grantee, the State, and the Governor of the State is 
empowered to appoint an agent to select. Such being my duty 
under the act of Congress and the law of the State, 1 appointed 
Henry Wells, Esq., agent, to do what the act aforesaid rendered 
necessary to be done to vest the title to the land in the State so far 
as it could be done by making such seleotion. 

The law of the State, which grants to the several corporations 
assuming to build the railroads provided to be aided in the act of 
Congress the lands granted to the State in trust for the construction 
of such works, does not make the several corporations at once the 
grantee of the lands and entitle them to receive conveyances thereof 
from the United States. The conveyances are, according to all law 
and usage, to be made first from the United States, the first grantor 
and'^rantee, second from the State to tUe corporations, the second 
grantees. The law of the State accepts the grants in these words : 
*' upon the terms, conditions and restrictions imposed," and the law 
granting the land by the State to the corporations, grants it, of 
course, as the State had accepted it, subject to the limitations and 
restrictions in the act of Congress making the grant. The Legisla- 
ture could not do otherwise. Whatever, then, the law of Congress 
requires to. be done to complete the grant, must be perfarmsed as a 
condition precedent to the vesting of the grant. 

When the act of Congress referred to was communicated by my 
predecessor to the Legislature at its eighth session^ he recommended 
legislation to meet the object. The Legislature acted upon this 
recommendation, and passed an act granting a part of the lands au- 
thorized by Congress to be selected to the Florida and Alabnuia 
Railroad Company. The Legislature thereby evinced its souse of 
\\X^ proper construction of the act of Congress, and I have acted in 
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conformity to the view's expressed. Tiie enaremont of title, by 
act of Congress provided to be given as evidt*nce of the grant and 
confirmatory of the rights of the grantee, is a list of the land certified 
by the Secretary of interior; the lands to be listed are to bo selec- 
ted by an agent appointed by the State. So says the act, and the 
Secretary cannot legally certify any selection not made under the 
authority of the State. 

The importance of keeping the selection of the lairds under the 
control of the State is apparent It was this policy which is mani- 
fested in the law of Congress, where the grant is made to the State 
and not to the corporations. 

The State was expected to see that the lands were applied to their 
proper use, and that thn roads constructed should conform to the in- 
tention of the law under which the grant was made. At this time 
a question has arisen which shows how proper it is that the control 
of the lands should remain with the State, and be disposed of by 
authority of the laws of the State. 

It has been made known to me that the Gulf Central and Atlan-^ 
tie Company, after the selections of the lands have been made to 
which said Company would be entitled when it has fully complied 
with the law, will not find, on the line of its road, the quantum of 
land to which it is entitled by nearly 200,000 acres. The Pe2>- 
sacoia and Georgia Railroad also estimate that they will fall short 
in the line of road now built and that under actual construction a 
very large number of acres. A conflict of claims has arisen between 
these two Companies as to how and where they shall make up the 
deficiencies as provided in the first section of the act of Congress of 
May 17, 1856. Each Company claims the right to make up such 
deficiency out of th^ lands lying adjacent to the place where tho 
roads of the two Companies meet — such lands being of great value 
and likely to meet with ready sale. Without taking it upon myself 
to decide which Company is right, it is very apparent that the Uni- 
ted States and the people of Florida have a deep interest in the 
question at issue. It is certainly not in the power of either Compa- 
ny to determine the question, nor could the Commissioner of th© 
Land Ofiice of the United States settle it by certifying lists of se- 
lections which either Company' might make. Congress granted the 
lands as a whole — for a single purpose, to- wit : a railroad, which 
road was to begin at Jacksonville and run to the Escambia, and 
the grant must be so administered as to secure the performance of 
the whole work. No one would pretend that if any large part of 
the road is left unfinished, that the conditions of the grant will be 
com]>lied with. If the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Company 
becomes either unable or unwilling to build the road further West 
than the Chattahoochee river, and should the Legislature by law, 
give authority to any other Company to finish the work, another 
difficulfy would arise; the Company ^o empowered W(»uld flnd that 
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the Jands tlirou«ih which ihc road would rnn, would be for the most 
|mrt valueless for ngricultural purposes, and thcitasto any deficienciea 
occurring within (lie six mile limit, the Pensacohi and Geoi^a and 
(lulf Central roads had absorbed all the good lands along the lines 
of their respective routes. The effect of such a condition of things, 
and such course of action of the roads, would, if permitted to re- 
main undi8turl)ed, deter, perhaps, any persons from undertaking the 
construction of the road from the Chattahoochee to the Escambia. 

Now, it is not only the duty but the interest of the State to com- 
ply with the terms of the grant made by Congress, and the State has 
by law decided to carry out the object of the grant and faithfully to 
apply the lands in execution of the great work which they were giv- 
en to aid. The State then has an interest in retaining such control 
of the lands as will enable it to secure the whole work to be done, 
and to prevent its failure. 

If tiie Gulf Central and Atlantic Company is not to come this side 
of its western terminus to make up its deficiencies, there will be a 
loss of about one hundred thousand acres of land to that Company, 
and indirectly to the State ; and as any dinmnition of the means of 
any of the Companies will efft'Ct the Internal Improvement Fund, a 
consequent injury will result to it. So, if the Pensacola and Georgia 
ilailroad Company should not construct their road beyond the Chat- 
tahoochie (which I do not mean to intimate an opinion about,) there 
would be a loss to that Company of a very large number of acres 
under the construction of the law which limits each Company in its 
selections to their respective line of road. 

There is no doubt but that if the whole road is built, under the 
authority of the State, that the State could select the lands to make 
up the deficiencies any where along the tiers of sections within fif- 
teen miles of the road, where vacant lands could be found. This 
fact should have an important bearing upon the question which I 
have felt called on to discuss, in order to reply to your inquiries. 
We ought, if possible, so to construe the law as to avoid conflict of 
rights and to prevent any loss of any portion of the grant to the 
State, and by continuing- to regard the State as the only party to tho 
grant made by Congress, we may secure such desirable ends. 

I cannot but regard the roads as entire works, the execution of the 
whole of which is to be secured, and shall always endeavor to secure 
the grant of lands so that, no matter how many various corporations 
the Slate may empower to do the work, all shall participate accord- 
ing to the length of their road in the benefits to be derived from the 
lands granted by Congress. 

\ery respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 
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[COPT.J 

In tbo flarao and by the authority of the State of Florida. 
To all to whom these presents may come greeting : 

Whereab, by the Aet of Congress, approved May 17, 185G, enti- 
tled an Act granting Public Lands in alternate sections to the StntcJ^ 
of Florida and Alabama to aid in the construction of certain Kail- 
roads in said States, it was enacted, that there be and is hereby 
granted to the State of Florida, for the purpose of aiding in the con- 
struction of Kailroarls from St. Johns River at Jibcksonville to tbo 
waters of Escambia Bay, at or near Pcnsacola, and from Amelia 
Island on the Atlantic to the waters of Tampa l^ay, witli a branch 
to Cedar Key on the Gulf of Mexico, and also a Railroad from Pen- 
sacola to the State line of Alabama in the direction of Montgomery, 
every alternate section of land designated by odd numbers fur six 
sections in width, on each side of said Roads and branch, but in 
case it shall appear that the United States, have, when the lines or 
routes of said Roads and branch are definitely fixed, sold any 
sections or any parts thereof granted as aforesaid, or that the 
right of pre-emption has attached to the same, then it shall be law- 
ful for any agent or agents to be appointed by the Governor of said 
State to select, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, from the lands of the United States nearest to the tiers of sec- 
tions above specified, £o much land in alternate sections or parts of 
sections as shall be equal to such lands as the United States have 
sold, or otherwise appropriated, or to which the rights of pre-emp- 
tion have attached as aforesaid ; which lands (thus selected in lieu 
of those sold and to which pre-emption rights have attached ds afore-' 
said, together with the sections and parts of sections designated by 
odd numbers as aforesaid, and appropriated as aforesaid,) shall bo 
held by the State of Florida, for the use and purpose aforesaid. 

Now therefore, I, Madison S. Perry, Governor of the State of 
Florida, for the purpose of carry ing out the provisions of the Act 
aforesaid, do hereby appoint Henry Wells, of Florida, the agent for 
and on behalf of the State of Florida, to select, subject to the appro-- 
val of the Secretary of the Interior, from the lands of the United 
State, nearest to" the tiers of sections in said Act specified, so much 
land in alternate sections or parts of sections, as shall be equal to such 
lands as the United States have sold or otherwise appropriated, or to 
which the rights of pre-emption have attached as aforesaid, ** and to 
have, hold and exercise the said agency and all the powers appertain- 
ing thereto, and to fulfil the duties thereof, in reference to all lands 
granted by said Act of Congress, for the purpose of aiding in the 
construction of the Roads and branch aforesaid, and generally to do 
and perform any and all things that are necessary and proper to be 
done as the agent of the Governor of the State of Florida, to carry 
out the purposes and intention of said Act of Congress, and to &ecure 
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to tlic State of Plorida the fall benefit of the lands p^ranted as a(oT^- 
sald, for the purposes in said Act specified, until this appointment 
shall bo revoked by the Governor of the State of Florida. 

In testimony whereof, I^ Madison 8* Perry, Governor of eaiJ 

State^ have signed the appointment and caused the great 

P 1 seal of the State to be affixed hereto at the Capitol in Talla- 

l^'^'i hassee, this 1t\i day of September, A. D*, 1859, and of the 

Independence of the United States^ the 84tri year and of the 

Independence of Florida the l5th year. 

M. S. PERRY, 
Governor of Florida* 
By the Governor — Attest I 

F. L» VlLLEI^IGUE^ 

Sec'y of State* 



[copy*] 

Executive Chamber, ) 
Tallahassee, ^{ovember 3d, 1859; ) 

tton. Thomas A. Hendricks, 

Commissioner of General Land Office, 
Washington CUy^ D, C ; 

SiRt 1 have noticed a paragraph going the rotinds of the papers 
to the effect that certified lists have been issued by your Depnrt- 
nfient for the lands lying along the line of the Florida Atlantic and 
Gulf Central Railroad, being a portion of the land enuring to this 
State conditionally under the Congressional act of May 17th, 1856. 
Mr. Wells, the Land Agent for the State and Agent for the Florida 
Atlantic and Gulf Central and Alabama and Florida Railroad Com- 
panies, informs me that he has only received the certified lists for 
lands to which the Alabama and Florida Railroad Company are 
entitled by virtue of the Congressional act of May 17th, 1856, and 
the act of the State Legislature of December 27th, 1856; that when 
he left Washington he understood it to be the opinion of your De- 
partment that the certified lists could not issue to the Companies 
direct for lands to which they may be entitled, for the obvious reason 
that the grant being a grant in entirety to the State of Florida, 
" subject to the disposal of the Legislature thereof for the purposes 
aforesaid," your Dt»partment could not recognize third parties to 
whom no assignment had been matie by the State. In this view he 
concurred, and did not ask for certified lists from your office for 
lands which the Florida Atlantic and Gulf Central R.-dlroad will be 
entitled to receive from the State. By act of the Legislature, dated 
December 27th, 1856, (which I herewith enclose,) the State of 
Florida accepted the lands granted to her upon the terms, conditionr* 
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And rcstiletions imposed in the Congressional aot of May 17, 1856, 
and by the second section of the sanio act, disposed of that portion 
of it to which the Alabama and Florida Railroad Company are enti* 
tied and have received. 

The Legislature has as yet made no further disposition of the 
lands enuring to this State under the Congressional act of May 17, 
1856. That body will again be in session within the present month, 
when they will undoubtedly make such disposition of these lands as 
in their wisdom ihey deem proper. In the mean time, I request that 
the adjustnient of the grant to the State may be brought to as 
speedy a conclusion as the labors of your Department will permit, 
and that lists of the lands be made out in the name of the State and 
forwarded to me, that I may lay the matter before the proper body 
for disposition, as provided for by the third section of the act of 
Congress of May 17th, 185G, making the grant. 

Very respectfully, your ob't serv't, 

M. S. PERRY. 



[copy.] 

Executive Chamber, ) 
Tallahassee, December 18th, 1856. \ 
Dr. a. S. Baldwin, 

President of Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad Co. : 

Sir: Yours of the 18th was handed to me this morning by Mr, 
Wells. You have embraced in the same appointment two matters, 
one of which pertains to my office and the other to the Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund. You will please simply make cut 
an appointment for Mr. Wells as your Selecting Agent for the 
lands granted by act of Congress to your road, forward this to me 
and I will approve and fix the seal to it. Thus approved, under ihn 
seal of the State, it goes to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, whose approval is necessary to give it effect. You will, in 
like manner, make out his appointment as Selecting Agent for the 
Swamp and Overflowed and Internal Improvement Lands donated 
to your Company by the State, and forward for the action of the 
Trustees. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 

JAMES E. BROOME. 

Executive Chamber, ; 
Tallahassee, Aug. 2, 1856. ) 
Maj. W. H. Chase, Peiisacola, Fla.: 

Sir: Your communication, dated 7th (supposed 27th) July, cover- 
30 
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ing map of location of jour road, was recefved tbla morning. The 
map has been certified^ seajed and transmitted to the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office. I have received no commnnicatioiT 
from the Commissioner charging me with any duties under the law 
making this grant of land to our Railroad, and have therefore served 
no notice upon the Companies. Your communication of June, ask- 
ing the appointment of Col. Ingram as Selecting Agent, was received 
and the appointment delayed only because I desired to arrange^ 
some general plan of action which would apply to all the roads. 
The other Companies had not, however, moved yet, and I therefore 
suggest that yon will cause to proceed with the business at any 
time, but^ before the Commission issues, send me a copy of your 
profile and that I may refer to it for his government 

Wishing yon every success in*your important enterprise, I am^ 
Sir, , Your ob't serv^t, 

JAMES E. BROOME. 



[copy.] 

Executive Chamber, > 
Tallahassee, Nov. 27, 1856. ) 

Whereas, the Alabama and Florida Railroad Company of Florida 
have, by resolution, requested the appointment of Wm. H. Chase, 
as Agent to select the lands on the line of said Road donated to thai 
Company by an act of Congress, so far as said lands are located 
with in the jurisdiction of the State ; Now know ye^ that the said 
Wm. H. Chase has been, and is by these presents appointed such 
Agent, and his actions and doings in the premises, so far as they 
conform to the laws of this State and of the United States, are and 
will be entitled to full faith and credit 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused to be affixed the great seal of the State at the 
[l. s.] Capitol on the day and year above written. 

JAMES E. BROOME, Governor of Florida. 
By the Governor — Attest : 

F. L. Villepigue, Secretary of State. 

[copy.] 
To the Ben^ Jacob Thompson, 

Secretary of the Interior: 
I, Madison S. Perry, Governor of Florida, hereby, in compliance- 
with the requirements of the 4th section of the Act of Congress, 
approved May 17th, 1856, entitled an act granting public lands iir 
alternate sections to the States of Alabama and Florida to aid iir 
the construction of certain Railroads in said Slate, do certify to the- 
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Hon, Jacob Thompson, Secretary of the Interior, that on or before 
the 10th day of February, 1858, twenty continaoas miles of the 
Pensacola and Georgia Railroad, beginning at the Tallahassee De- 
pot, in Section one. Township one. Range one, South and West, 
and running eastward, were completed. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused to be affixed the great Seat of the State of Flor- 
[l. <&] ida. Done at the Capitol, in the City of Tallahassee, 
this 3d day of December, A. D., 1858. 

M. S. PERRY, Governor of Hoiida. 
By the Governor — Attest : 

F. L. ViLLBPiGUB, Secretary of State. 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Erwin, the message was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Wiggins moved tliat 100 copies of the same be printed for the 
use of the Honse ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion, Messrs. Wigj^ins and Whitfield were added to the 
Committee on the State of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Erwin, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bilk report the following as cor- 
rectly engrossed, viz : • 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Militia and Patrol Laws 
of this State. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. M. F. ERWIN, 

Acting Chairman. 
Which was read. 

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: 

The Committee on Enralled bills beg leave to report the feUow- 
ing bill as correctly enrolled, viz: 

An act for the relief of Harrison Fairbank. 
Respectfully submitted, 

ISAAC C. ROBINSON. 
Which was read. 

Tlie following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor : 

Executive Chamber, j 
Tallahassee, Dec. 20th, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraitii, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir: I respectfnlly recommend tbe following nominatiQns for the 
advice and conson*" of ^bc 're'""??'^! As^e^riblv : 
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Escambia CorxTr. 
Auctioneers — James D. Morino, D. Qnina, A. R. Baker, Geo. W. 
Huttoii, Joseph Mitchell, Win. Pollock and A. W. Nicholson. 

Santa Rosa. 

Auclioneer — Wm. McKain. 

Levy County. 

Auctioneer — Sinieon A. Edwards. 

Duval County, 

Auctioneer — John V. Barbee. 

M ONBOE County. 

Aueiioneers — Charles Antonio and Wm. H. Pfister. 
\ery respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

Which was read, and the nominations therein contained were ad- 
vised and consented to. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled an act to amend the Militia Laws of 
this State, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of i(& passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Brevard, Brinson, Christie, Erwin, 
Evans, Frink, Gettis, Heernians, Johnston, Kenan, Richardson, 
Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of Leon 
—18. 

Nays — Messrs. Banett, Campbell, Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Gillis, 
Hunt, Ingram, Munn, Peacock and White — IL 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A Committee of three from the Senate appeared at the bar of the 
House and notified the Speaker that the Senate had concurred in 
the amendments offered by the Joint Select Committee on the Free 
Negro BhlL 

The rule having been waived, Mr. Brevard was allowed to intro- 
duce the following : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James Selby, a free 
person of color, in Leon county. 

Which was read the first time, rule waived, read a second and 
third times by its title, and on the question of its passage the vote 
was; 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Brevard, Christie, Church, 
Clyatt, Coffee, Erwin, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Ingram, Mc- 
Neill, Richardson, Robinson, White and Whitfield — 18. 

Nays — Messrs. Brinson, Campbell, Davidson, Evans, Hunt, Munn, 
Peacock, Roberts and Wiggins — 9. 
So the bill passed — title as stated. 
Ordered that the same- be certified to the Senate. 
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Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend the second section of 
the third articlo of the Constitution of liiis State, 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Senate bill to bo entitled an act for the relief of Benjamin Hop- 
kins, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time and or- 
dered for a third reading on to morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act concerning Pilotage at the Port 
of Fernandina, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and ordered for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
amending the charter of the City of Pensacola for the puf[)ose of 
extending the powers of the city to aid in the construction of the 
Alabama and Florida Railroad in Florida, approved December 21, 
1858, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second time by its 
title and ordered for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Senate resolution for the relief of James C. Crosby, late Sheriff of 
Escambia County, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second and third time 
by its title, and on the question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Davidson, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, 
Johnston, Leigh, McNeill, Munn, Roberts, Smith, Whitfield and 
Wiggins — 14. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Brevard, Campbell, Christie, Church, 
Coffee, Erwin, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Kenan, Peacock and 
White— 13. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Senate joint resolution for the relief of Andrew J. Lanier, of La- 
fayette county, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read the second and third 
times by its title, and on the question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Brinson, Campbell, Church, 
CoflTee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, Gettis, Hunt, Johnston, 
Kenan, McNeill, Munn, Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, 
Whitfield and Wiggins— 23. 

Nays — Messrs. Brevard, Christie and Heermans — 3. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate, 

The lule being waived, Mr. Munn was allowed to withdraw a 
resolution for the relief of C. Thigpin, Sheriff of Franklin county. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the recovery of taxes illegally 
exacted. 



23S 

Was read the first dme, rule waited, read a aeeond time bj its 
tide, and ordered for a third reading oo to-morroir. 

Senate resolution relative to the Indian and St. Johns river Canal, 

Was read the first time, role waived, read a second time bj its 
title, and ordered for a third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion, the House adjoomed until 9^ o'clock to-monow 
morning. 



THURSDAY, December 22d, 1850. 

The House met pnrsaant to adjoomment — a qaomm present 

On motion, the reading of the joomal of jesterdaj was dispensed 
with. 

The following biUs which had passed both Hooses of the €^en«^ 
AssemUy and been reported correctly enrolled, and which had been 
aigned by the proper officers of both Houses, were transmitted to 
bis Excellencj the Governor for his action thereon, viz : 

An act to create and r^ulate Pilotage at the port of Baj Port, in 
tiie conntj of Hernando ; 

An act to empower Thomas J. Chace, a minor, of Jefferson comi- 
ty, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

An act to empower David Franklin Honck to assume the man- 
agement of his own estate ; 

An act concerning Roads ; \ 

An act toYequire Physicians and Surgeons to file certified copies 
of their Diplomas ; 

An act to r^;ulate the fees of Notary Publics in the county of St 
Johns; 

An act to grant retail licenses in the State of Florida. 

Mr. Kenan moved that the vote taken on a bill to be entitled an 
act to pn^bit trespasses on railroad land grants be reconsidered ; 

Which motion was lost 

Mr. CofiTee, from the Committee on Finatice and Public Accounts, 
inade the following report: 

The Conmiittee on Finance and Public Accounts, to ^om was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act for the rdief of Jesse Carter, 
Special Agent, report that they have had the same under considera- 
tion and return the bill to the House and ask that it do not pass. 
Respectfully submitted, 

C. C. COFFEE, Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompaoyiog bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 
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Mr. Christie, from the Committee on Propositions and Grievance^/ 
made the following report : 

The Committee on Propositions and Grievances, to whom wa» 
referred a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel B. Todd, 
ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have had the said bill under consideration, together 
with the evidence in support of the claim, and have given the same 
due attention ; but while the evidence shows that there is some merit 
in the bill, still it is of so indefinite character as to time and amount 
of services rendered^ that your Committee are constrained to report 
the same back to ^e House and ask to be discharged trom the 
further consideration of the same. 

JOSEPH B. CHRISTIE, Chairman. 

Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, maijle the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bills as correctly enrolled : * 

An act in relation to the Gulf City and Interior Railroad Com- 
pany and the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Company ; 

An act to secure the right of way to the St. Jc^ns and Indian 
River Canal and other purposes ; 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the city of 
Atseena Otie ; 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to establish Commonr 
Schools and to repeal certain acts in relation thereto, approved 
January 1st, 1853; 

An act in reference to Common Schools in the county of Walton. 
ISAAC C. ROBINSON, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor : 

Executive Chamber, j 
Tallahassee, December 21st, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the Hottse of Representatives : 

Sir — I have approved and signed the following bills : 

An act to create and regulate Pilotage at the Port of Bay Port in 
the County of Hernando ; 

An act to empower Thomas J. Chace, a minor of Jefferson Coun- 
ty to assume the management of his own estate ; 

An act to empower David Franklin Houck to assume the manage^ 
ment of his own Estate ^ 
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An act ooncoruing Roads ; 

All net to regulate the lues of , Notary Public in the County of St. 
Johns ; 

A» act to grant Retail Licenses in the State of Florida; 
An act to require Physicians and Surgeons to file certified copies 
of their Dinlomas. Very Respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 
Which was read. 
Also the following : 

Executive Chamber, ) 
December 22d, 1859. \ 
Hon. J. B, Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir — I respectfully recommend the following nomination for the 
advice and consent of the General Assembly : 
Monroe County. 
Auctioneer — Charles Antonio. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 
Which was read, and the nomination therein contained was ad- 
vised and consented to. 

Mr. Heermans moved that Senate resolution in relation to the In- 
dian and St. Johns River Canal, be placed second among the orderd 
for to-day ; 

Which motion was carried. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to repeal in part the 24th section 
of the act entitled an act to provide for and encourage a liberal sys- 
tem of Internal Improvement in this State, approved Januarv 6th, 
1855; 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. , Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Brevard, Campbell, Christie, 
Clyatt, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Johnston, 
Kenan, Leigh, McNeill, Munn, Robinson, Whitfield, Wiggins and 
Williams of Leon — 21. 

Nayss — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brinson, Church, Coffee, Frink, 
Hunt, Peacock, Roberts, Smith and White — 11. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A committee of tlireo from the Senate, appeared at the bar of the 
IlouEC, and informed the Speaker that they were a|)pointed to trans- 
nut to the House the General Appropriation Bill which had passed 
the Senate; 
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"Which was ordered to be placed among the orders of the day. 

Senate resolution relative to the Indian and St. John's Rivet 
Canal, 

Was read the third time. 

Mr. Bird moved to lay said resolution on the table ; 

Which motion was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Gillis, an act making appropriations for the ex. 
penses of the State Government for the fiscal year of 1859 and -60, 
was read the first time, rule waived, read a second and third time 
and on the question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Camp- 
bell, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Heermans, Hunt, 
Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, Leigh, McNeill, Munn, Peacock, Roberts, 
Smith, Whitfield and Wiggins— 24. 

Nays — Messrs. Erwin, Evans and Robinson — 3. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

On motion, a committee of three was appointed to notifiy the 
Senate that the House had passed the Appropriation bill. 

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen, Messrs. Ingram, 
Kenan and Coffee. 

The committee returned and informed the Speaker that they had 
performed their duty, and asked to be discharged. 

A committee from the Senate appeared at the bar and notified the 
Speaker that the Senate had passed the following bill, and requested 
that the House take action immediately : 

A bill to be entitled an act declaratory of the sense of the General 
Assembly as to the Grant of Lands to aid in the construction of the 
different Railroads in this State. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief 
of Benjamin Hopkins, was* taken up and read the third time and on 
the question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Brinson, Clyatt, Davidson, Frink, Gettis, 
Gillis, Heermans, Hunt, Johnston, Leigh, McNeill, Smith, Whitfield, 
Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 16. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Brevard, Campbell, Christie, 
Coffee, Evans, Ingram, Peacock, Robinson and White — 11. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Sexate Chamber, ^ 

December 21st, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir — The Senate has this day passed the following House reso- 
lution : 

31 
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Joint resolution with regard to certain persons who have circula- 
ted or aided in circulating an incendiary publication. 

Very Respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the resolution ordered to be enrolled. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, > 
December 21st, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bill, viz : 
A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Militia Laws of this State. 

Very Respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read, and the bill ordered to be enrolled. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, > 
December 21st, 1859. \ 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bills, viz : 
A bill to be entitled an act to change and define the line between 
Gadsden and Liberty Counties ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate the 
Town of Quincy, approved January 12th, 1859, with the following 
amendment : 

Amend by inserting after the word "premises," in the 21st line of 
section 3, the words " and assess damages to the person or persons.'* 

Very Respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accompanying bills placed among the or- 
ders of the day, aud the amendments made by the Senate concurred 
in by the House. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, ) 
December 21st, 1859. \ 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the Home of Representatives : 
Sir— The Senate has this day passed the inclosed bill in relation 
to the boundary line of this State now being run. 

Very Respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
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Which was read, and Mr. Bird moved that the accompanying bill 
in relation to the Boundary Line of this State as now being run^ be 
taken ap ; 

Which motion was carried, the bill read the first time, rule waived, 
read a second and third time by its title, and on the question of its 
passage the vote was : 

• Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Campbell, Christie, CJyatt, Coffee, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, 
Frink, Gillis, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, Leigh, 
McNeill, Munn, Peacock, Smith, White, Whitfield, Wiggins and 
Williams of Leon — ^29. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Bird a committee of three was appointed to 
transmit the above bill to the Senate. 

The Committee returned and notified, the Speaker that they had 
performed the duty assigned them and requested to be discharged. 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber,) 
December 21st, 1859. ( 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir — The Senate has passed the following House bill : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief Susan Pearce, adminis* 
tratriz of James T. Lester, administrator ; 

Also Senate resolution to authorize the Treasurer to pay Fifty 
Dollars for writing the Journals. 

Very respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 

Which was read and and the House bill which had passed the 
Senate ordered to be engrossed and the resolution ordered to be 
placed among the orders of the day. 

Resolution for the relief of D. Cameron, 

Was read the first, second and third time by its title, and on the 
question of its passage, the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin« 
son, Campbell, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Cofiee, Davidson, Erwin, 
Evans, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Ingram, Johnston, Leigh, 
McNeill, Munn, Peacock, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, White, Whit- 
field, Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 32. 

Nays — None. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 
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Senate Resolution authorizing the Treasurer to pay fifty dollars 
for writing up the Journals of the Senate, 

Was read the first, second and third time by its title, and on the 
question of its passage, the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Bria- 
son, Campbell, Christie, Clyatt, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, 
Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Leigh, McNeill^ 
Munn, Peacock, White, Whitfield and Williams of Leon — 22. 

Nays — None. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following Report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bill as correctly enrolled : 

An act to amend an act to provide for the recording of marks 
and brands of cattle shipped from the counties of Manatee and 
Hillsborough. 

ISAAC C. ROBINSON, Chairman. 

Which was read. 

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Adison and 
others, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second and third time 
by its title, and on the question of its passa2:o the vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, IMessrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, 
Brinson, Campbell, Clyatt, Davidson, Erwin, Frink, Gettis, Gillis, 
Heermans, Johnston, Leigh, McNeill, Smith, White, Whitfield,. 
Wiggins and Williams of Leon — ^24. 

Nays — Messrs. Evans, Hunt, Ingram and Peacock — 4. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

A Committee of three from tjie Senate appeared at the bar of the 
House and notified the Speaker that thoy were appointed to confer 
with a similar Committee on the part of the House to notify the 
Governor that the hour for adjournment is near at hand. 

On motion, the Speaker appointed Messrs. Barrett, Williams of 
Leon and Bird said similar Committee. 

The Joint Committee returned and notified the House that they 
had performed the duty assigned them and were discharged. 

Senate bill to be entitled an j)ct to alter and define the line be- 
tween Gadsden and Liberty counties, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read a second and third 
times by its title, and on the question of its passage the vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Campbell, Christie, Clyatt, Davidson, Erwin, Evans, Frink, 
Gettis, Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Johnston, Kenan, Leigh, Peacock, 
SmiUi, White, Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of Leon— 2G. 
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Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Resolution in relation to the United States Marine Hospital at St. 
Marks, 

Was read the first time and adopted. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Mr. Gillis, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills report the following bill as 
correctly engrossed, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Quincy, 
approved February 12th, 1837, approved January 13th, 1859. 

C. GILLIS, 
Acting Chairman. 

Which was read. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act amending the 
charter of the city of Peiisacola for the purpose of extending the 
powers of the city to aid in the construction of the Alabama and 
Florida Railroad in Florida, approved December 21st, 1859, 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read the second and third 
times by its title, and on the question of its passage the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Bissell, Brevard, Brin- 
son, Christie, Church, Clyatt, Davidson, Ervvin, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, 
Heermans, Hunt, Ingram, Leigh, Peacock, Smith, White, Whitfield, 
Wiggins and Williams of Leon — ^24. 

Nays — None. 

So the bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Mr. Erwin offered the following resolutions : 

Resolved byjhe House of Representatives, That the thanks of the 
House be tendered to the Hon. John B. Galbraith for the affable, 
prompt and efficient manner in which he has discharged the duties 
of Speaker during the present session. 

Be it further resolved, That our thanks are also due to the various 
officers of the House, from Chief Clerk to Harry Hawkins, the fire- 
man, inclusive. 

Which were read and unanimously adopted. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor : 

Executive Chamber, } 
Tallahassee, Dec. 22, 1859. \ 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : I respectfully recommend the following nomination for the 
advice and consent of the General Assembly : 
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Escambia County. 

Auctioneer — Ira Smith. 

Very respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

Which was read, and the nomination therein contained advised 
and consented to. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act declaratory of the sense of the 
General Assembly as to the grant of lands to aid in the construction 
of the difTerent Railroads in this State, * 

Was read the first time, rule waived, read the second time by its 
title and third time through, and on the question of its passage the 
vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Brevard, Church, Davidson, Erwin, Gillis, 
Haermans, Hunt, Ingram, Kenan, Peacock, Roberts and Whitfield 
—13. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bird, Bissell, Brinson, Christie, Cof- 
fee, Evans, Frink, Gettis, McNeill, Munn, Smith, White, Wiggins 
and Williams of Leon — 15. 

So the bill was lost. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 

Mr. Kenan moved that a Committee of three be appointed to wait 
on the Senate and ask them to rescind the joint resolution for ad- 
journment until 11 o'clock to night; 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. In- 
gram and Bird and were : 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bissell, Brevard, Campbell, 
Erwin, Evans, Gettis, Gillis, Heermans, Kenan, McNeill, Munn, 
Whitfield, Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 16. 

Nays — Messrs. Bird, Brinson, Church, Coffee, Hunt, Ingram, 
Johnston, Peacock, Roberts, Smith and White — 11. 

So the motion was adopted, and the following gentlemen ap- 
pointed said Committee : Messrs. Kenan, Erwin and Bird. 

The Committee returned and informed the Speaker that they had 
performed their duty and were discharged. 

Mr. Bird moved that the vote taken on a bill to be entitled an act 
declaratory of the sense of the General Assembly as to the grant of 
lands to aid in the construction of the different railroads in this State 
be reconsidered; 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Bird and Kenan and were:' 

Yeas — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Campbell, 
Church, Clyatt, Coffee, Frink, Gillis, Hunt, Ingram, Kenan and 
Whitfield— 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Bissell, Brinson, Erwin, Evans, Gettis, Johnston, 
McNeill, Munn, Roberts, Smith, Wiggins and Williams of Leon — 
12. 
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So the motion for reconsideration was adopted. 
Mr. Bird moved that the bill be put upon its passage ; 
Which motion was adopted, and upon the question of its passage 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barrett, Bird, Brevard, Campbell, Church, Cljatt,^ 
Davidson, Frink, Gillis, Hunt, Ingram, Kenan, Peacock, Roberts 
and Whitfield— 15. 

Nays — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bissell, Brinson, Erwin, Evans, 
Gettis, Johnston, McNeill, Munn, Smith, Wiggins and Williams 
of Leon — 12. 

So the bill passed— title as stated, 
Ordered that the same be certified to the Senate. 
Mr. Campbell, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bill as correctly enrolled, viz : 

An act to amend the Militia and Patrol Laws of this State. 
Respectfully submitted, 

ARCH. CAMPBELL. 
Which was read. 

A Committee of three from the Senate appeared at the Bar of 
the House, and informed the Speaker that the Senate had rescinded 
the resolution for adjournment from 1 o'clock, P. M., until 11 o'- 
clock to-night, but that no business will be transacted by the Se- 
nate, but that of signing all the enrolled bills of the House. 

The following message was received from His Excellency the 
Governor : 

Executive Chamber, \ 
Tallahassee, Dec. 22, 1^59. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir: I have approved and signed the following bills; 
An ace to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the Town 
of Quincy, approved Feb. 12th, 1837, approved Jan. 13, 1859; 

An act for the relief of Susan Pearce, administrajtrix, and James 
T. Lester, administrator of the estate of William Pearce. 
Very respectfully, 

M. S.PERRY. 
Which was read. 
Also the following: 

Executive Chamber, > 
Tallahassee, Dec. 22, 1859. J 

Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Sir : I have approved and signed the following bills, viz : 



248 

An act to prevent the unnecessary use of fire-arms in the State 
of Florida on Sunday ; 

An act for the relief of Harrison Fairbanks; 

An act in reference to Common Schools in the county of Walton ; 

An act to secure the right of way to the St. Johns and Indian 
River Canal, and for other purposes ; 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to establish Common 
Schools, and to repeal certain acts in relation thereto, approved 
January Ist, 1853; 

An act to amend an act to provide for the recording of marks 
and brands of cattle shipped from the counties of Manatee and 
Hillsborough ; 

An act to authorize the Board of Education of the State Seminary 
West of the Suwannee to confer Collegiate degrees ; 

An act repealing certain acts in relation to the County Officers of 
Calhoun county. 

Very respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

Which was read. 

On motion, the House took a recess until 3 o'clock. 



3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House resumed its session. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor : 

Executive Chamber, / 
Tallahassee, December 22, 1859. ) 
Hon. John .B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : 1 have approved and signed the following bill, viz : 
An act to amend the Militia and Patrol laws of this State. 
* * Very respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 
Which was read. 

Mr. Barrett moved that a committee of three be appointed to no- 
tify his Excellency the Governor that the General Assembly will 
remain convened until 11 o'clock to-night; 
Which motion was adopted. 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Barrett, Erwin and 
Campbell said committee. 

The committee returned and informed the Speaker that they had 
performed their duty and were discharged. 
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Tiio following messago was received from the Senale : 

TE Chami 
Dec. 22d, 1859, 



Senate Chambee, 1 



Hon, John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of RepreserUatitfes : 
Sir : The Seusiie has this day passed the foUowiog bills and reso- 
lution, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to grant alternate sections of swamp 
and overflowed lands to the Perdido Railroad Company ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Addison and 
others; 

House resolution for the relief of Donald Cameroon. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was road and the Senate bills placed among the orders of 
the day and the House resoiotion ordered to be enrolled^ 
Also the fbUowing : 

Senate Chamber, j 
December 22d^ 1859. 
Hon. John B. Ctali^aith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bills, viz : 
Senate bill to be entitled an act in relation to a Ferry in Wash* 
ington county ; 

House bill to be entitled an act for filling offices in the county of 
Brevard ; 

House bill to be entitled an dct for the relief of John M . Hill ; 
House bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to amend an act entitled an act to establish the Ad Valorem System 
of Taxation, approved January 15th, 1859 ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to secure certain rights to married women. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was fead and the House bills which had passed the Sen- 
ate ordered to be enrolled atid tlie Senate bill placed among thc^' 
Orders of the day. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, 
December 2ad, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the foUov^ing bills, viz ^ 
32 
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Hoase bill to be entitled an act to make the Road Laws of Davaf 

eounty now in force applicable to Manatee county ; 

HoQse bill to be entitled an act in relation to Sheriffs ; 

House bill to be entitled an act to correct an error in act ap« 

prored January 15th, 1859, entitled an act for the relief of Josiab 

Gates and other persona therein named, citizens of Manatee county. 

Very respectfully, 

JAS. E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the House bills which had passed the Son- 
ate ordered to be enrolled. 
Also the following : 

Senate Chasibee, > 
December 22d, 1859. \ 
Hon. John D. Galbbaith, 

Speaker of the Houbo of Representatwes : 
Sib : The Senate has passed the following bill, viz : 
A bill to be entitled an act for the purchase of arms for this State. 

Very respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, > 
December 22d, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbbaith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sib : The the Senate has this day rejected the follo^ving bill, viz : 
House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James Selby, a 
free person of color in Leon county. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read. 

Mr. Erwin, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the following 
bills as correctly enrolled : 

An act for the relief of Donald Cameron ; 

An act to grant alternate sections of swamp and overflowed lands 
to the Perdido Railroad Company ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Addison and 
others. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JNO. M. F. ERWIN, 

Acting Chairman. 
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Which was read. 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, ) 
December 22d, 1859.^ 
Hon. John B. Galbhaith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Siu: The Senate has this day passed the following bill, viz: 
House bill to be entitled an act for the protection and disposal of 
wreciced and derelict goods in the State of Florida. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill ordered to be en> 
rolled. 

'i'he following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chamber, ) 
December 22d, 1859. J 
Hon. John B. Galbbaith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir — The Senate has this day passed the following House bill : 
House bill to be entitled an act for the relief and benefit of C. E. 
Cooper. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read, and the accompanying bill ordered to be 
enrolled. 

Also the following: 

Senate Chamber, ) 
December 22d, 1850. ] 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Rcprescntaflccs : 
S[K — The Senate has this day passed the followinjr House bill : 
House bill to be entitled an act to provide for the incor|)oration of 
Insurance Companies. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Sonate. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill ordeiod to be en- 
rolled. 

On motion the House took a recess until 7 o'clock, P. M. 



7 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Houso resumed its session. 

The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Ohambeb, > 
December 22, 1859. ] 
Hon. John B. Galbbaith, 

Speaker of the Home of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate h^s this day passed the following bill ^nd re^- 
lution, viz: 

House bill to be entitled an act in relation to Records i 
Resolution relative to the Common School Laws. 
Very respectfully, 

J. E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill and resolution ordered 
to be enrolled. 

Also the following : 

Senate Chamber, ) 
December 22d, 1859. S 

Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

SpeaJcer of tJie House of Represent aiives : 
Sir — The Senate has this day passed the following bills : 
House bill to be entitlofl an act concerning Cost and Fees ; 
House bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of the Heirs of the 
Estate of James E. 1 lendry, deceased. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 

Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accorppanying bills ordered to be enrolled. 
Ako the following : 

Senate Chamber, ) 
December g?d, 1859. ) 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of tJie House of J^epresentatives : 
Sir — The Senate has this day passed the folloxving bill : 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Wm. Day and L. B, 
McTyre. Very Respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or* 
ders of the day. 

The following message wa^ received from his Excellency tb^ 
Governor : 
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ExReFTTYE CSAMBEn, j 



Tallahassbs, December 22d, 1859. \ 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir — I have approved and signed the following bills : 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the City of 
Atseena-Otie ; 

An act in relation to the Golf City and Interior Railroad Compa- 
ny, and the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Company ; 

An act to grant alternate sections of swamp and overflowed lands 
to the Perdido Railroad Company ; 

An act for the relief of John Addison and others ; 

Resolution for the relief of Donald Cameron. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. a PERRY. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
foUowiug report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow^ 
ing bills and resolution as correctly enrolled : 

An act for filling offices in the county of Brevai*d ; 

An act to amend an act to establish the ad valorem system of tax- 
ation, approved January 15th, 1859 ; 

An act to make the road laws of Duval ooQuty, now in force, ap- 
plicable to Manatee ; 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to divide the county of 
Duval and organize a new county to be called Clay county, approved 
by the Governor December Slst, 1858 ; 

An act to correct an error in an act approved January 15th,. 1859, 
entitled an act for the relief of Josiah Gates 9nd other persons therein 
pamed, citizens of Manatee county ; 

An act for the relief and benefit of C. E. Cooper ; 

An act to amend the eighth section of an act entitled an act to 
provide for the incorporation oi Insurance Companies ; 

An act in relation to Records ; 

An act concerning Costs and Fees ; 

An act for the protection and disposal of wrecked and derelict 
goods in th0 State of Florida ; 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to secure certain rights t<^ 
married women ; 

Resolution relative to the common school law ; 

An act tor the benefit of the heirs of the estate of James E. Hen? 
(Jry, deceased ; 

An act in relation to SheriflTs ; 

yip ac^ for the relief of John M. Hill. 

ISAAC C, R0BIN30N, Chairman, 
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Which was read. 

The following moesage was teceivod from his Excellency the 
Governor : 

Executive Chambbh, , 
Tallahassee, Dec. 22d, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sm : I have approved and signed the following bills and resolo- 
tions, viz : 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to divide the county of 
Duval, and organize a new county to be called Clay county ; 

An act to make the road laws of Duval county now in force ap- 
plicable to Manatee ; 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to amend an act to estab- 
lish the ad valorern systt^m of taxation, approved January 15, 1859; 
An act for filling offices in the county of Brevard; 
Ati act in relation to records ; 
An act concerning costs and fees ; 
Resolution relative lo the Common School Laws ; 
An act to correct an error in an act approved Jan. 15, 1859, ew- 
titled an act for the relief of Josiah Gates, and other persons therein 
named, citizens of Manatee county; 

An act for the benefit of the heirs of the estate of James £. Hen- 
dry, deceased ; 

An act for the relief of J ohn M. Hill ; 

An act for the protection and disposal of wrecked and derelict 
goods in the State of Florida ; 

Resolutions with regard to certain persons who have circulated or 
aided in circulating an incendiary publication called the Impending 
Crisis of the South. 

Very respectfully, M. S. PERRY. 

Which was read. 
The following message was received from the Senate : 

Senate Chambbb, < 
December 22, 1859. 
Hon. John B. Galbraith, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir : The Senate has this day passed the following bill : 
House bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to divide the 
county of Duval, and organize a new county to be called Clay 
county, approved by the Governor Dec. 31, 1858, 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES E. BOWDEN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Which was read. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, the Speaker adjournei 
" v., CO v'inp. die. 



DOCUMENTS 

ACCOMPANYING THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE:. 



COMPTROLLER'S REPORT. 



Tk^asury D'&partmknt^ Comptroller's Office, } 
Tallahassee^ Nov. Dth^ 1859. J 

"to liis ExcellencJ- Madisoi^ S. Perr^^ 

Governor of Florida : 

Sir — In conformity to the require raents of law, I herewitli submii 
Iny report upon the Finsrticca of the State for the year ending on thor 
31st day of October, 1859 : 

The receipts at the Treasury for the year ending on the 31st Octo- 
ber, 1859, amount to 

To»-wit : — From License Tax, 
** Fines, 
" Auct/on Tax, 
« Revenue, 1853, 
»* ♦* 1855, 

*' ♦* 1856, 

« ** 1857, 

•' ** 1858, 

•JPhe Warrants issued for the same pefjbd amount to 
To-wrt : — Judicial Department — 

On account of Salaries, ^ 

** ** Contingent expenses of Supreme 

Court, 
*«^ " Extra Judicial services, 

** ** Attorney General's attendance on 

Supreme Court, 
Executite Department — 
On account of Salaries, 
" '' Governor's Re^dence, 

Military Department — 
On account of Salaries, 
On account of Cotingent Expenf'es, 
do Criminal Prosecutions, 
do Jurors and State witfnesses, 
db Post Mortem Examinations^ 
do Indian Hostilities of 1849, 
do Maintenance of Lunalicff| 
do Repairs of Capitol, 
5 





$106,022 3& 


$5,838 41 




2,194 d3] 




1,138 81 




621 94 




1.438 58 




596 10 




4,307 56 




89,878 32- 


-SI 06,022 35' 




$104,879 ISy 


JC0.562 82 




1 387 45 




600 00 




67 00- 


-$22,617 27 


5,373 15 




610,42- 


- $ 6,983 57 




$300 00 




82,856 52 




13,279 61 




19,087 52 




1,057 70 




4,405 47 




2,561 73? 




909 09* 



On iceo«nt of Ninih General Atscmblj : 

For pay of Officer* and Members, $21 ^9 35 
•' Cootincrcnt Expentet, 1,131 88 

" Priiitiiiff, Ac., 9,IW 22—31,505 35 

do Stone Stepx for Cnpilol, 596 64 

do Defence of Land Claim f.ir State, 100 IHI 

do Safe fcr Cmptrollera Office, 400 00 

do Taxes refunded, rerenue 1856, 39 39 

do Interrtit on certificaten issued : 

Far interest ou btate Scrip for service in 1849, 1,1 19 26 

$104,879 12 
SCHOOL AND SEMINARY FUNDS. 
Tba followinjr sre the reoeipis Tor the year ending Sli^t Ortober, 1859 ; 
Ou account of ScIim.I Kund, $14,862 83 

do Seminary Pond, 3,H66 79 

do Intereht School Fund, 8,118 63 

do do Seminary Fund. 1,709 16~S28,057 41 

Warrants draw»i for the name period are a:^ follow* : 

ScSfHil Fund for Hrgimer's salary. 700 00 

d«» do do Iiivfstment by Comptroller, 30,075 <»0 

Seminary Fuud f«»r Upyi:*t«»r*« satary. 7o0 t»0 

do do do Investment by Comptroller, 6 015 00 

Interest of School Fund, Pay of Teachers, 2.796 55 

Paid Judrjes ol Pr..bate, 859 43 

F^i»t Flori 'a Slate Seminary, 1.490 00 

West do do do 1,490 OO— $44,125 98 

Vcrv Rcspcctfullv, 

T. AV. BREVARD, ComptroUer. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 



Treasury Department, Treasurer^ Office, ) 
Tallahassee, November 18, 1859. ) 

To His Excellency, Madison S, Perry^ 

Governor of Florida : 

Sir : — Agreeable to tlie law requiring reports to be nwifle frora 
tbis Department to the (ieueral Assembly, 1 have the honor to sub' 
mit them herewith, embracing the transactions for the period of 
from November 1st, 1858, to October 31st, 1859, with reports upon 
the transactions for the School Fund, and for the Seminary Fund 
for the same period. Very Respectfully, 

C. n. AUSTIN, State Treasurer, 



The Treasurer in Account with the State of Florida: 

1859. DR. 

Nov. 1— To Balance per report Nov. 1, 1858, $34,954 61 

amouDt reoeivtd on accouDt revenue, 1853, 621 94 

•* ** *' *^ 1855, 1,438 5S 

•« • " «« *. «t 1856, 600 10 

«• «• *« *♦ " 1857, 4,307 56 

«• " •* ** " 1858, 89,877 79 

.i u *c (I t« 1359^ 7 7^^ 

♦• *• *• " License*, 5,838 41 

" ** *' ** Fi»e8, 2,194 93 

« *• *• ** AucUonTax, J, 138 79 

$140,976 46 



1859. CR. 

JjioT, 1— By amount warrants, paid, and other disbursements, viz : 

For Sinking fund of State Bond Account, $5,00(^ 0^ 

*^ Executive Department, 5,983 57 

" Judicial »» 18,508 00 

«* Military " 375 00 

•* Indian Hostilities 1849, 2,617 95 

" Jurors and State Witnesses, 18,931 27 
'* Criminal Prosecutions and contingent expenses of 

Circuit Courts, 14,952 21 

*^ Contingent Fund, 2,823 79 

*' Contingent expenses Supreme Court, . 1,980 04 

*' Supreme Court Reports, 250 OO 
^ J.J. Finley, Judge, in addition to regular salary, 

for Judicial services, 600 OO 

'' Maintenance of Lgnatici , 2,473 6$ 

f* Post Mortem Examinations, 1,026 90 

*' Arrearage item of State Engineer and Geologist ae% 47 7^ 

<* Eighth General Assembly, 02 6# 



Tor KinlU General A«8cml»ly, viz : 

Mileage anJ per diem of As- 

seniblyiiicu, $*21,749 75 

Printing and Publishing, 8.724 22 

Contingent items, 1,09138- 3,565 3. 

** Inter At on State debt, 11.234 d« 

^* Iron Safe for Comptroller's office, *"" "" 

*• Balance due for repairs of Capitol, wUh items of 

repairs f >r the past year, 993 69 

^* Oiis Fairbanks fur contract with Gov. Brown in 

1852, for stone steps for the Capitol, 596 o* 

♦* Nathan Norton for defending the claim of the 

State to certain lands in Putnam county, 100 00 

By Balance Cash oo hand, 20,423 77 

$140,976 46 



The Treasurer in Account with the Sclwol Fund : 

1858 ^^^• 

To balance per report Nov. 1, 1858, $26,317 66 

jjov. 10.— " Amt. received from D. S. Walker, Rogisrtcr, 611 27 

Dec. 18.— ** " ** " " ** ^'^^^ ^* 

l^f'n-. «» " « ** '' ** 900^ 

**'^' ^' ic «* i» «« Land notes, • 140 00 

23 — " " " " T. W. Brevard, Comp., 

balance (Wakulla loan,) 415 50 

April 6.— To Amt. received from D. S. Walker, Register, 2,182 82 

2?- '* " ** ** T. W. Brevard, Comp., 387 60 

Mavs'— ** •• ** " D. S. Walker, Register, 2,616 62 

?*y I .4 a u a « « 1,824 18 

Oc"^ 6 — ** ** " " '' *' *»^^^ ®^ 

Interest collected, 10,608 63 

$51,929 12 



is 



C 



December 6.-By cash paid D. S. Walker, Reg., qr. w1., $ 175 00 

l!n?,nrv 27 — « " " ** ** ** ** ^"^^^^ 

iurnh 14 - »* " ** T . W. Brevard. Comp., for invest., 80,075 00 

7*Ti 8.-** ** '* D. S.Walker, Register, qr. sal.. 175 00 

nLiLr ?—*« " •' '* *' Sqr.sal., 350 00 

^^^^'' ^- /u .. « B.F.Allen, printing, 15 00 

»( « (( Several Counties for Sohool Teachers 

from interest collectiont, 3,480 05 

By balance cash on hand, 17,484 07 

$51,929 12 



I«59. 

Sow. 1.— To Balance, oath on band, 
Other Assets — 
State Stocks, 
City Tallahassee loan, 
Putnam coan*y " 
Gadsden county " 
Land Notes, 



«n,485l (W 



€41,500 00 

3,300 00 

3,000 00 

2.071 37 

194 22— 



50,065 59 



867,549 66 



TJie Treasurer in Account with the Seminary Fund : 
1858. DR. 

Noyember 1 . — To Balance per Report of tbis date, 

10.— " Amt. received from D. S. VV«lker, Register, 



December 18. — " 
1859. 

January 3. — ** 

April 6.— " 

23.— •* 



" « T.W. Brevard, Comp., 
interest ooUsctAd, 



$4,984 66 

25 03 

421 94 



2,119 78 

260 57 

461 99 

77 60 

4,689 16 

$13,040 63 



December 6,— •/ 
1859. 


Cash 


p.i 


January 


27.— " 

4( 








(( 


IC 


<{ 


March 


14,-" 


(( 


u 


April 
July 


8.— " 
13.— « 

4( 


«i 
it 
« 


€t 

a 


October 


7.— " 


(( 


a 




U 


it 


xi 



CR. 

y Cash paid D. S. Walker, Register, qr. sal^ 175 00 

East Florida Seminary, 745 00 

West ** ** Y45 00 

D. S. Walker, Register, qr. sal., 175 00 

T. W. Brevard, Oomp.. for invest^ 6,015 00 

D. S. Walker, Register, qr. sal., 175 00 

East Florida Seminary, ' 745 00 

West *• " V45 00 

D. S. Walker, Register, 2 qr. aal., ^0 09 

B. F. Allen, printing, 15 00 

Bala«ce cash on hand, 3,155 63 

$13,040 63 



1859. 

November 1. — ^To Balance, cash on hand, 
Other Assets, vis : 
State Stocks, 
South Carolina Bonds, 
Duval County ** 
Laad Notes, 



$3,1«6 63 

$48,500 00 
1,492 44 
1,000 00 
666 57—51,658 57 

$54,814 2^ 



A Summnry of the Receipts and Disbursements at the Treastnf 

from the Ist day of Nov ^ 1858, to the 3l8t day of Oct^ 1859. 

RECEIPTS. 

On Account Sute of Florida, $140,076 4S 

•* •* Sebuol Fond, 51.929 12 

** •* Seminary Fund, 13,040 6$ 



• 


$205,946 21 


PAYMENTS. 




On Acconnt SUte of Florida, 


$120,552 69 


" *' School Fund, 


34,445 05 


*« »« Seminary Fund, 


9,885 W 


BALANCESy 




State, Cash on band, 


20,423 77 


School Fund, Cath on hand, 


17,484 07 


Seminary Fund, Caiib. on hand, 


3,15.^ 63 



9205,946 3> 



ATTORNEY GENERAL'S REPORT. 



Attorney General's Office, )• 
Tallahassee, November, 22, 1859. J 

To His Excelleocy, M. S» Perry,. Gov. <kc. 

Sir : — In discharging the duty imposed by the act of 1845, 1 find^ 
witbia the limits prescribed, no important law passed at the last ses- 
sion to the "effect and operation" of wbich the attention of the Gen- 
eral Assembly needs to be called. 

I would, however, refer to the "^iict to amend an act to secure the 
payment of magistrates and other oflBcers their fees in criminal pros- 
ecutions, not now provided for." This act provides that in the event 
any person making complaint before a Justice of the Peace, shall* be 
recognized to appear at the next term of the Circuit Court,, to give, 
his evidence,, and shall fail to appear, such person shall be liable to 
the Justice for all costs occasioned by his complaint. The second 
section provides that a judgment may be obtainedfor such costs by the 
Justice in the Circuit Court, and an execution issued thereon, as in oth- 
er cases. Refering to my report to the last session of the General As- 
sembly ottthe subject of costs in criminal cases before Justices of the 
Peace, it will be seen that this law will remain inoperative, since under 
the law as it now stands Justices are entitled to their costs as soon as- 
the case passes from> their jurisdiction. It is, however, questio nable- 
in any event, whether the policy of the act referred to should be enxr- 



boJied in any other law. Justices are required by law to perform 
«uch duties as attach to them in reference to crimes and misdemean- 
ors, and they have not the option to refuse. Is it proper in this view 
to provide that their costs shall only be obtained out of the party 
who makes the complaint and by means of a judgment and Execu- 
tion as in other cases. I would call the attention of the General As- 
sembly to my last report on this subject. 

Verv respectfully, 

M. D. PAPY. 



QUARTERMASTER p£N'L'S REPOPT. 



Office of the Quartermaster General, ) 
Tallahassee, Nov. 23, 1659. J 
To His Excellency, M. S. Perry, Gov. 

Sir: — In obedience to your request, I herewith submit my report 
of the number, kind and condition of arms and accoutrements be- 
longing to the State, to-wit : 

4 pieces Brass Ordinance — six pounders — with carriages, harness. 
Arc, one of which is loaned to the citizens of Quincy, and one to tho 
citizens of Monticello, for which latter I have ample bond. 

259 Muskets and accoutrements — flint and steel, old — 100 of which 
muskets were loaned to the Mayor and Council of Tallahassee, in 
December, 1857, by order of your predecessor, and have not been 
returned. 

121 Hall's Rifles and accoutrements — old. 

348 Pistols — flint and steel — old and rusty. 

61 Muskets, 3 Rifles and 11 Pistols, broken and rusty. 

56 Percussion Rifles and accoutrements, about 35 of which are in 
the possession of members of the late Florida Rifle Company of this 
City. 

252 Rifle Muskets and appendages — 60 of which have lately been 
transmitted to a Volunteer Company in Pensacola, by your order, 
and for which I have a bond. 

277 Percussion Rifles and appendages — 57 of whiijh were furnished 
to the Jacksonville Light Infantry by your order, and 60 to the 
Quincy Academy, also by your order, for all which I have bonds. 

I would beg leave to suggest that I have but one small room in 
the basement of the Capitol for storing the arms, which is so filled 
np with the rubbish of the old armory, that some of the arms are 
necessarily in an exposed condition in the basement lobby of the 
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Capitol. I would rdfepectfully suggest that with one other Basciiiettf 
room at my disposal, 1 could keep the arms and accoutrements iir 
proper security and order. 

Very respectfully, 

Your ob't. serr't., 

HUGH ARCHEIR, 

Quartermaster Gen'L 



REPORT 

Of tfie Comililsslooers of tbe Indian & St. Johns Rlrer Canal.r 



'to His Excellency, M. S. Perry, Governor of the State of Florida 

and ex-ofiicio President of the Board of Internal Improvement of 

the State of Florida' : 

The Board of Cand Commissioners appointed for the constniction 
<*f a Canal connecting the waters^ of Iildi^n Rive? with the Sf. John's- 
River, beg leave to* make the following, report of the progress of said 
Work :' 

1st. tJndet the resolution of your honorable body authorizing us- 
so to do, we employed Henry McRae, the Chief Engineer of the 
t)eep River and Cape Feat Navigation Company of North Carolina, 
to make survey at the point fixed by the act of tHe Legislature, for 
said Canal and to ascertain the practicability and cost of a Canal 
connecting said rivers. 

As public opinion somewhat called for a Canal thirty feet wnde at 
the bottom,^ that sizfe was given Mr. McRae from- which to make es- 
timates. The surveying pafty entered upon their duties in January 
last, and made a very satisfactory survey, a, report of which is here- 
unto annexed and to which your Excellency is referred. 

The expenses of the survey were more than our Board anticipa-^ 
ted — a full report of which is herewith transmitted. 

From this report of thie Engineer it will be seen that said Canal 
is practicable and can ea^sily be consMicted, if Hsg means therefor are 
provided.- 

After the coming in of said report the Commissioners held a meet- 
ing and unanimously resolved to adopt the route selected by Mr.' 
McRae — to reduce tlie size of said Canal to a width of twenty feet 
at bottom with slopes of 1-J to 1, and fixed upon one of the two fok 
lowing plalls of construction to be adopted after bids received : 

1st. Open cut 20 feet wide at bottom with slopes Ih to 1. Guard 
and lift Lock of corresponding size at Indian River, and Breakwater' 
B Indian Rivor from shore to deep water, 
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2(1. A cut 20 fot'l wide fit l>oitom, witli s]opo.> 1?, to 1, witli tlirco 
wooJon locks c:icli feet liiu'h ; Lork of SiiMic at Indian Kiver, 8 
feet Hit, and ]]ivak\vatcr at Indian i^iver. 

And for the construction of Avliich, noti<'o to contractors lias been 
given and scale«l proposafs invited until tlie 1st day of December, 
1859. A copy of said notice is transmitted herewith. 

This invitation for bids has been extensively circulated and has 
.excited the attention of several persons in other States, and fi'om 
correspondence with individuals we feel assured that competent con- 
tractors will send in proposals which it will be desirable to accept. 

2d. That in pursuance with a resolution of the Board of Intert^l Im- 
provement wherein they '''-Ri solved^ That the said Canal Comiiihsion- 
*' ers are lierehijauthorizrd so select the lands granted in the 11 th Sec- 
" tion of the above recited acty whenever in their jnd{/?nent may seem best: 
" Provided, no selections be made loithin fftcen (15) 7niles of the lines 
** of Railroads embraced in Section 4th of the above mentioned act,^ — 
the Commissioners employed Col. James 0. Speer, of Orange coun- 
ty, to select the lands granted to said Company, and thus authorized 
to be selected, and to provide Plat Books and Sale Books necessary 
for the disposing of the same, the expenses thereof to be defrayed 
from the lands selected or the proceeds thereof — that said Speer has 
selected fifty -two thousand acres, and reported the same to the Reg- 
ister of Public Lands for confirmation, and that the same are now be- 
ing confirmed or rejected, as the case may be. 

3d. That said lands have been judiciously selected, and it is con- 
fidently believed they will yield on an averages, at, least two dollars 
per acre, which, after deducting expenses of location, (fee,, will be a 
fund of one hundred thousand dollars (§100,000) applicable to said 
work. 

4th. That at a late meeting of said Commissioners it w^as 
Resolved, " That James O. Deval, William D. Moseley and Wil- 
liam A. Forward be a committee to go to Tallahassee and meet the 
Board of Internal Improvement for tlie purpose of consulting with 
said Board, as to the size and construction of said Canal, and to unite 
upon some plan whereby the work may be progressed and the said 
Canal constructed." 

Said commissioners would further report to your Excellency, that 
said committee expect to attend the Board of Internal Improvement 
at Tallahassee, in accordance with said resolution, at an early day af- 
ter the first of December next — when said proposals to do the w ork 
will have been received, and then and there exhibit all the bids for 
contracts, maps, plats, plans, profile and report made by the Engi- 
neer ; humbly trusting that the joint meeting will result in the ac- 
ceptance of some one of the proposals. 

The Board of Internal Improvement recommended the' construe- 
6 
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tion of til is Canal and the Legislature of Florida afterwards in the 
Internal Improvement act of January 6th, 1855, declared it one of 
the objects within said act, and autliorized the Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund, in the l7th Section of said act, to pay out of 
said Fund as the work progresses, the whole amount agreed upon by 
the terms of the contract : Provided the entire cost shall not exceed 
four thousand dollars in money and four thousand acres of land per 
mile: Provided further that the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment SHALL BE OF THE OPINION that this sum in money can be ap- 
plied to said purpose without impairing the efficiency of the Fund 
for Railroad purposes. 

By subsequent act of the Legislature entitled " an act to facilitate 
the construction of the St. John's and Indian Iliver Canal," passed 
1st January, 1857, the Canal Commissioners are authorized to issue 
bonds bearing interest at 8 per cent, payable semi-annually and pay 
them out for work on the said Canal or sell them and apply the pro- 
ceeds. 

If the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund shall be of the 
opinion that an amount sufficient to meet the interest on these bonds 
can be applied to said purpose without impairing the efficiency of 
• the Fund for Eailroad purposes — it is respectfully suggested that the 
same can be paid out of the above appropriation of four thousand in 
money per mile, and thereby make said bonds available in the con- 
struction of said Canal, and fnlly justify the Commissioners in their 
issue, and in giving out the contract. 

The Legislature have not as yet made any provision for the pur- 
chase of the right of way of said Canal wherein it may run through 
private lands, and the said Commissioners would humbly ask that 
an act for the purpose be passed, also an act punishing malicious 
mischief to any part of said Canal. There is no other legislation 
that the Commissioners are aware of that will be- necessary. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

AVILLIAM A. FORWARD, 
Chm'n of Board of Canal Commissioners. 

Palatka, November 8th, 1859. 



To the Board of Canal Commissioners Appointed for the Construc- 
tion of a Canal, connecting the Waters of Indian Iliver with the 
St. Johns River : 

I have the honor to submit to you the following report, with the 
accompanying Maps, Profiles and Account of expenditures of the 
survey of the St. Johns and Indian River Canal made under your 
instructions dated January iVth, 18 . 

The object of the survey was to ascertain the practicability and 
cost of a Canal connecting said rivers, 



11 

After making an examination of the shores of Lake Harney, and 
finding the bar at the southern end verj wide and shallow, I determ- 
ined to commence the survey at a point on the eastern shore of the 
lake about two miles southeast of its northern entrance, where the 
deep water approaches nearest the shore. 

From this point a line was run due east striking Indian River, 
about three miles south of its lijad. The distance by this line is 
Hi miles, over a country whick rises to an elevation of thirty feet 
above Lake Harney. 

Ascertaining by the traveise line that the country was lower to 
the northward and finding (focp water much nearer the shore in In- 
dian River about 1^ miles north of our first line I started from 
that point running back to Deep Creek about 3000 feet from its 
mouth and also a lin^ diverging from the last to Lake Harney. 

The Deep Creek li^e although the longest of the three, being 12 ^ 
miles, is, I think th^ most favorable. The Creek from its mouth 
about a mile nortb of Lake Harney to tho point where the line leaves, 
is now navigable? for either of the steamboats running above Palatka, 
and is very n<^rly straight, and eight or ten feet deep up to within 
a few feet c^ the bank. 

The country along this line is lower than on the first, being at its 
greate?^ elevation, about 25 feet above Lake Harney. The material 
to bo excavated on this line will be sand for five or six feet from tho 
sur*^ce, and below that, a mixture of clay, shell, and sand. Near 
Tadian River the Coquino makes its appearance near the surface. 

Assuming therefore that the Deep Creek line is practicable and 
the best, 1 have prepared the following estimates : 

1st. For an open cut from Deep Creek with a guard lock at Indi- 
an River, the lift of which will vary at different seasons. At present 
the difference between the two rivers is two feet, but as the St 
Johns is at its lowest stage it will generally be greater. 

For a Canal from Deep Creek to Indian River, 30 feet wide a* 
bottom with slopes of 1^ to 1. 

3,169,625 cubic yards of Excaration at 20 cts., . $633,925 00 
Guard and lift lock at Indian River, . . . 19,133 00 

Breakwater in Indian River from shore to deep .water, 2,836 00 

8655,894 00 
2nd. For a Canal with two locks, one of eight feet lift at Deep 
Creek, and one of ten feet at Indian River. With this arrangement, 
the Canal will depend entirely for a supply of water upon the coun- 
try between the rivers. The only water courses that can be depen- 
ded upon for this purpose, are a large cypress swamp near the line 
from which several streams issue, and a stream called Cow Pen 
Branch which crosses the line about 2^ miles from Deep Creek. 
These will scarcely hold water enough during the dry season to 
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snppiy the loss by the lcakrin;o at tlic locks and evaporation from tlie 
Canal, and the quantity oo\iisuinod by boats passing through the 
locks. The C/anal will, howe -or, <lraiii a number of ponds and small- 
er swamps which may snpply 'ihe deiiciency. Tlie drainage of these 
swamps will bring into market a large body of land which is now 
entirely worth k\ss. 

For a Canal 80 feet wide at bot^^m with slopes of 1^ to 1. 
1,701,300 cubic yards excavation at 20 cts., . $358,2'72 00 
Wooden lock at 'Deep Crcok 8 feet lil-,, . . 12,000 00 

Lock at Indian lliver 10 feet lift, , . . 20,911 00 

Breakwater at Indian lliver, . , , . 2,836 00 



§394,019 00 
8rd. For a Canal with four locks — two o\ the western side of the 
summit of six feet lift each, and tv.'o on the e;>.stern or Indian River 
side, one of six and flic other of eight fcct lift. I'his will bring the 
Canal up to the great '\st elevation to which it can xttain and make 
Cow Pen ]^ranch avail ble for a feeder. 

The additional lift Ic vsens the first cost of the work, b\t has the dis- 
advantage of having two more locks to pass through and ke\p in repair. 
This in time will be a serious objection if wooden locks a?t built, as 
they will not last more than ten or twelve years without rei/iwing. 

For a Canal 30 feet wide at bottom with slopes of I-2 to 1. 
1,300,010 cubic yards excavation at 20 cts., . 8201,202^0 
3 wooden locks each G feet lift, . . . # 27,000 Ot 
Lock at Indian River 8 feet lift, . . ' . 19,500 00 

Breakwater. at Indian River 2,836 00 



$310,538 00 
I have no hesitation noth withstanding the additional cost, in rec- 
ommeuding the open cut from Deep Creek, as there w^ould never 
be any doubt about a supply of water, and the Canal could be navi- 
gated and kept up at less expense. 

By getting above the St. Johns with lift locks, the expense of 
keeping locks and embankments in repair is added to the annual 
cost of keeping up the w^ork ; and these may be a scarcity of w^ater 
during dry seasons. 

The advantage which will accrue to the State in the construction 
of this Canal, are incalculable, many of which, however, are correct- 
ly set forth by Col. Dancy in his report. 

A union of the St. Johns and Indian River, will add greatly to 
'the commerce of the St. Johns, and give to South Florida facilities 
which that healthy region demands. 

AVith my best wishes for the success of the work, 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENRY McRAE. 
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, Extract from the Report of Col, Dancy above referrtd to, vk : 

" Now we will enquire, what are ilie ' inducements for tho State 
to expend such an amount for thvJ purpose. In the iirst place, t 
have been informed by the State Agent for the selection of swarap 
lands, that he has taken the w&ole country South of Towiir^Iiip 20, 
South, Range 33, East, with the exception of the Private Grants and 
a few fractional Townships, so far as public surveys have yet extended. 

This would give the ^ate in the District lying contiguous to the 
St. Johns and Indian Kiver, to the mouth of the St. Lucie River, 
somethino" over 1,30^,000 acres of land ; which, under the present 
circumstances, is liierally worthless, from the fact that it is almost 
inaccessible eith(7r by land or water, there being as good as no bar 
seaward from Indian River, that which is known as the bar, con- 
stantly shift! ng» and has at best only from three to five feet of water, 
and no roads, if we except the Military Road from Fort Capron on 
Indian River across the Peninsula to Charlotte Ilarbor on the Gulf 
Coast. ******* 

As to the value of these lands, I am satisfied, from my own obser- 
vatioiv that there is scarcely a single mile in the whole length of 
Indian River on the western bank, (which is in general from 10 to 
30 /eet high, with miles of a bold, rocky shore,) where small bodies 
of excellent land, suitable for 5 to 10 working hands could be ob- 
tained, and where from the delicious and genial climate, most, if not 
all the Tropical fruits and vegetables, as well as sugar-cane may be 
raised in perfection. 

The lands back from the River are, in places, high, rolling spruce 
pine, and scrub oak ridges, with frequent ponds and savannas, with 
occasional small, rich hammocks, and many beautiful pine ridges 
convenient for stock raising, with excellent range, both on the St. 
Johns prairies and in the low lands and ponds intervening between 
it and Indian River. These lands if furnished with a suitable outlet, 
would, in a very few years, command much of them from $2 to $10 
per acre ; and their enhanced value would double, aye, treble the 
outlay necessary to open this Canal. Besides which, Indian River 
could be made to supply the whole of Florida, and in fact, the whole 
Southern Atlantic market with fish and oysters of the finest quality. 

It would open an outlet to the markets of the whole country, of 
the finest tropical fruit region in the United States. Moreover, no 
healthier region can be found in America, than the west bank of In- 
dian River, and between it and the ocean. In a military point of 
view, it would be of incalculable benefit, as it would enable the Gov- 
ernment to send troops, supplies, <fec., inland by water from Charles- 
ton, S. C, to within a few miles of Cape Florida, without the least 
danger, either from storms or hostile fleets. It would add to the 
commerce of Florida, through the St. Johns River, an amount which 
at this day cannot even be approximated. This link of twelve miles 
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"VvouM gtyc to East' and Soutl> Florida, and improvement tliat will 
vastly' iWl it ate their iutorcoiii'^' find commerce with the rest of the 
"vvorld, and which, ftoiii tlie p«'>"'!Har features of the country, would 
do for it what the svi^tem of Kaih^at^s proposed in another commu- 
nication would do for the other \>f>v,^on of the State." 

NOTICE TO CO'XTRACTORS. 

Palatka, Fla., September 15th, 1859. 

Sealed Proposals will be received by^the uu'Jersigned, at Fdatka, 
until the 1st day of December, 1859,ior t'onstn<;tjiqs»^ Canal on the 
Deep Creek line "selected by Henry Mcllae, V'^J^ "Engineer, from 
' Lake Harney, on the St. John's river to Indian liver, a distance of 
twelve and a half mW'^j^, authorized by the (xcneral Assembly of the 
State of Florida at i;s session of 1854-55, by au act 'entitled ^\An ' 
Act to provide for and encoi(ra(/e a Viheral Hijstan of iMerncd-'^i^ ^ 
2}rouciiients in this State,^^ and by subsetjuont act to faiSJitaCd^iie 
same. One of the two followinij plans of construction will\>e^op- / 
ted by the Commissioners after bids received: -.7 /' 

' 1st. Open cut 20 feet wide at bottom, with slopes of 1 J tTl^ 
Guard and lift Lock of corresponding size at Indian river, and BjJ^^J^- 
water in Indian river, from shore to deep water. 

2d. A cut 20 feet wide at bottom, with slopes 1^ to 1, with thr^ 
wooden Locks each G feet high ; Lock of stone at Indian river 8 feet 
lift, and Breakwater at Indian river. 

The country along this line, according to report of said Engineer^ 
is at its greatest elevation about 25 feet above Lake Harney, and the 
material to be excavated will be sand for 5 or 6 feet from the surface, 
and below that a mixture of clay, shell, and sand. Near Indian river 
coquina makes its appearance near the surface. 

Proposals will specify for which of said plans they bid, and also 
the amount per cubic yard for excavation — amount for each speci- 
• fied Lock and Breakwater. 

There being lands and bonds appropriated for the construction 
thereof, the proposals will further specify in what portion of each the 
payment is to be made. 

Maps, profiles, and estimates csai be seen by calling on the under- 
signed, and any information obtained by addressing kim at Palatka. 

,ALSO: 

Proposals will be received at the same time and place for the drain- 
ing of the " Main Savanna, in the County of St. Lucie," now known ^ 
as the County of Brevard, authorised by resolution of the General - 
Assembly of Florida passed 14tl\ January, A. D., 1853, and by suj^ 
sequent resolution thereof passed loth January, A. D., 1859; for 
the draining of which, according to the Report of Col. F. L. Dancji. j 
State Engineer and Geologrst, reported the 5th August, 1854^ a cm 
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is required from said Savanna to tbe St. Lucie sound, at a placo 
known as " Capt, Davis's," 12 feet wide At bottom, and side slof)es 1^ 
horrizontal to 1 vertical, 550 frf in lengfh, with an elevation at the 
highest point of 33 feet and four in^es. Excavation estimated at 
eleven thousand cubic yards of eaKh — the bed of the Savanna being 
15 feet 3 inches higher than the water level of St, Lucie sound, and 
the greatest depth'thereof not exceeding 5 feet. 

Proposals will specify the jimount per cubic yard for which the 
said work will be done. 

By order of the Board : 

JAMES O. DEVAL, 

Sec'y and Treasurer of the 

Board of Canal Commissiouw!j?. 



William A. Forward," CAa/rwaTi Canal Commissioners, in Account 
with Board of Internal Improvement, 



1859. Cr. 

March — By paid II. McRea, Engineer, (see voucher No. 1) $437 60 
Alfred Sears, Ass't, " 



/ 



/ 



II J. C. Gregg, 

f " E. W. Perry, 



C. S. Rrown, hand, " 

D.Dunham, " « 

" Thos. Williams, hand, " 

" Wm. L. Nichols, " " 

" Samuel Winges, " « 

" Henry Crabtree, " " 

" John Houston, " " 

" Sol. Thomas, " " 

" Elijah Watson's (bill) « 

« C.Drew's " " 

" Burton & Graves " " 

" Bisbee & Canova " " 

" Capt. J. Brock " ." 

" do " " 

" Steamer Barnett " " 

" Theo. Hartridge " " 

" Walter Kippe " « 

*• C. Oak " « 

" S. Fairbanks " « 

" D. R. Dunham " ' " 

" Wm. Luffman « « 

Amount carried forward, $1,887 92 
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37 33 
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143 25 


14 


46 33 


15 


240 90 


16 


74 27 


17 


41 50 


18 


26 00 


19 


13 50 


20 


32 68 


21 


19 75 
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15 00 
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13 00 
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18 00 


25 


5 50 
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^ Allien Til \i^a\ 
March — l>y imd Ckiv 
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'ce voiiclior 



J.O.I) 
Cai)t. J. 
(), L. Jw 
Joliu O. W 
S^raliA.IIo. ^^ 
Barbara Ivct.j 
Small A.Clark 
XHrc^d Sears 



Mr. Drew's l)ill for printini^ Not. 

^'Standard" for extra copies of llcpv 
1858. . . , Dr. 

Nov. 15 — To received of Treasurer, 
Jan, 28— *' ** " 
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$1,«84. 02 
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8 00^ 

8 PO 

46 00 

13 50 

10 00 

5 00 

3 00 

3 Od 

4 05 



^1,904 4V 
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March— To cash receb^ed from sale, of camp stores^ 

" * ** ^ *^ Auctioneer (Collins) 

ai'ticles sold (sec bill;. 
** articles sold toiMr. Gregcf, not yet paid for, 
" stationeiy, &c., sold to Mr. Drew," 
" 1 tent on*hand, vi 

I, William A. Forward, do hereby certify the foregoing acc<|u 
to be a correct account of the receipts and expenditui'S made by in 
as Chairman of the Board of Canal Commissioners. 

"Wituess my hand and seal of said Company, this feth day of 
[l. s^.J-- November, A. D., 185!). 

■ WILLIAM A. FORWARD, Chairman. 
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TMs book should bo rag 
the Library on or before the 
B tamped below. 

A flue of five cents a day i 
by ret ainin g it beyond tbe| 
time. ^ 

Please return promptly* 




